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Happy Holidays Sisters!! 
 
I am sending warm wishes for a Happy Hanukkah, a wonderful  Merry 
Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa and a Happy New Year!  I hope many of 
you will get to spend special time with your families and friends. 

 
Many of our members have been going through hard times this year. 
Please keep them  in your thoughts and prayers 
 
Then NEB will be off from Dec 22nd till Jan 5th for the holidays. 
 
The online store will also be closed from Dec 22nd -Jan 5th. 
 
The NEB will be at the Mid-Year meeting from Jan 12th - Jan 16th 
2023. It is a working meeting so we will have our laptops with us. 
The online store will be closed during this time as well. 
 
Peace and love from my family to yours!  

Stacy Anders, National President 2021-2023 
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          Stacy, Rebecca, Karen, Cheree,  

  Brenda, Marisol, Sonya, Alethea, 

 Carla, Anne, Jackie, Karla and Lynn 



 3 

 

Happy Holidays from the VAVS Team 

This month, December, is the busiest month for our VAVS folks. 

We are seeing so many amazing photos of activities at your lo-

cal VA facilities.  The trees being decorated in the lobby, the 

packages being delivered with holiday treats and the joy on the 

faces of our veterans and our volunteers. We would love to 

showcase the photos in the January national newsletter! Please 

send to vavs.deputy@bluestarmothers.us a few photos that we 

can put into a collage.  

When you complete your December report be sure to include 

your activities and donations as well as your hours of time vol-

unteering at the facilities. If your chapter moms attended an 

event with you, please include them in your occasional hours 

and be sure they signed in. 

We look forward to a wonderful 2023 with new volunteers join-

ing our team. If you are interested, please let our National VAVS 

Representative, Anne Parker, know in January. 

 

Wishing you all a happy holiday season and our best wishes to 

your families. 

 

Anne Parker, Doreen Berggren and Carol Sanchez 
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Quilts of Valor recipients, left to right;  Mary Patterson, US Navy - 
Lorena Stein-Bignell, US Army - Sgt. Phillip Wise, US Air Force - 
Hollie DiMaggio, US Army - Debbie Rasmussen,  US Navy 

 Sgt. Wise talked to us about Operation Baby Lift.  He is the only 
survivor from the cargo hold of the plane that crashed shortly af-
ter take off while carrying children out of the country at the end of 
the Vietnam War. 
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President, Pat Lomonaco  -  1VP, Claudette Lunney -
  Recording Secretary, Jennifer Brouwer   - Financial 
Secretary, Brandi Olsson  - Treasurer, Tanya Lahr  

 President, Jacqueline Ransom; 1stVP, 

Trudy Wysocki– 2VP, Stacy Jarvis—3rd 

VP, Brenda King-Gibson—Recording 

Secretary, Kathryn Gross-Jacek—

Financial Secretary, Mary Sherwood—

Treasurer, Kim Muller 

No Board photo available 
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Left to right; Terri Hawkinson, Treasurer—Pam 

Dickson, Financial Secretary—Jeanne Ullmer, 

Recording Secretary—Karla Keller, President—

Pam McCabe, 1st VP—Jennifer Swedberg, 2nd 

VP– Gail Genen , 3rd VP  
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November  is always a busy month for everyone, that includes Blue Star 

Mothers! 

Our chapters are all completing compliance, prepping for Thanksgiving, some 

preparing for a major troop packing and some are saying their goodbyes to their 

child for deployment. Oh how I remember those goodbyes.  My heart goes out 

to all of you who will be missing your child, this time of year especially.   

Our Department fundraiser is to help a flower shop, who receives orders from 

around the world, place a wreath at their family member’s gravesite at Ft. Snel-

ling National Cemetery.  In honor of Veterans Day and the holidays, we placed 

220 wreaths. It was a wonderful day to be together and remember our fallen. In 

turn they give us a generous donation for our help. We also lay flowers at two 

other times of the year.  

We are holding our Gold Star Families in our hearts, who will have an empty 

chair at their table.  

Sending our prayers to families who have a child deployed that their family 

member will be home with them soon.  

We hope those with a child  stateside will be able to spend time with them at 

some point.  

Dept. of MN 

gives away 

reading glasses 

at the MACV 

Home for the 

Holidays. MN 7 

and MN 11pic-

tured above 
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Heartland Moms, together with some Gold Star moms 
braved the cold to show support during the Lincoln 
Veterans Day parade Sunday, November 13th. Heartland Moms served Veterans 

in Lincoln, NE a Thanksgiving 
lunch on Wednesday, November 
23rd. An added bonus, they got 
to meet some Nebraska football 
players as well. 
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 Wishing everyone a very Happy Holiday Season however you celebrate.  
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Stephanie and her Mom preparing labels for the boxes 

Our youngest Associate, Vanna Jen-

sen was presented with a certificate 

of appreciation for her volunteer 

service assisting  us with the project 

Our Kellogg Marketing Department representative, Matt Esterline 

was given a certificate of appreciation for the wonderful support 

and the donation.  His son, Jackson, a scout, helped packed 46 of 

the 156 boxes.  What a wonderful scout he is,  We also presented 

him with a certificate for his help with this event. 
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December 3rd Louisi-
ana 528th National 
Guard Family Day! We 
provided desserts for 
over 300 guard fami-
lies. Pictured are Jayme 
Watson with CPT 
Roach,  a grateful re-
cipient of items we de-
livered on several trips 
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Fancine-Financial Secretary and Mary-1VP. Vet-

erans Day Parade Charlotte November 5, 2022 

Photo-  Francine, Jill, owner’s son, Fostoria  

Planet Mitsubishi of Charlotte donates money to organi-

zations that support our Military and Veterans. The 

owner’s son raced cars in July as a fundraiser. He with 

the recommendation of Abby selected our chapter to 

donate the money too. This is the 2nd year Planet 

Mitsubishi of Charlotte has donated us a check. April 

2022 check $11,000 

Daughters of American Rev-

olution presented  Fostoria 

Pierson with the Medal of 

Honor April 2022.  

Sister- Letitia Marine Air 

Force Veteran 

Son -Major Booker and 

spouse Allison  

Twin daughters Andria & 

Adria 

Granddaughter Sarah 

Blue Star Mothers hosted its first Gold Star Mothers 

and Families Ceremony on September 25, 2022. 

Eleven Gold Star Mothers, three Gold Star Fathers 

and a host of Gold Star Family members, numerous 

Veterans and their family members attended. 
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Fort Wayne Area Blue Star Mothers IN8 

Chapter IN8 has been busy since you last heard from us.  We held our 15th Annual Military Appreciation 

Golf Outing in September, participated in Family Day at Army National Guard 1-293rd, Veteran’s Day Pa-

rade, packing and shipping Thanksgiving and Christmas Care packages, received a BIG surprise at our lo-

cal VFW, and held our annual Christmas Veteran Care event where we packed over 50 Christmas Stock-

ings for our local VA Hospital Outpatient and Oncology patients. We’re looking forward to 2023 and big-

ger and better things to come! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 

 

2022 Golf Outing – Remembering our Blue Daisies 

 

Family Day 1-293rd – Veterans Day Parade 

 

 

VFW 857 Presenting a BIG check for $2100 – Christmas Stockings for VA Hospital 
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From your sisters in Massachusetts, we wish all our military families a 
very happy, healthy and safe holiday season.  For the Fall season, we 
held our October meeting at a local, family-run farm enjoying the sun-
shine, each other's company, live music and good ol' fashion New Eng-
land scenery and hospitality. 

 

 

 

 

 

As we celebrated Veteran's Day, November was filled with several activities 
including the Worcester Veterans Inc. 5K Run; Worcester Veterans Inc. an-
nual pancake breakfast and the Sturbridge Home of the Brave 5K where we 
held a fund-raiser.  We made many connections while chatting with other 
military organizations learning about the services they provide.  Of course 
we spread the word  about BSMs too!  We also recognized our U.S. 
Marine's on their November 10th birthday.   
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Blue Star Mothers Utah Chapter 1 worked all year 
on a tree for the Festival of Trees in Sandy, 
Utah.  Every tree is auctioned off and the money 
donated to Primary Children's Hospital.  Our tree 
was in remembrance of all service members and 
we took our ornaments to community and Gold 
Star Events as well as the Utah Military Academy in 
Riverdale, Utah where ornaments were decorated 
with remembrances of specific service members 
from the past, present and future.  At the base of 
the tree were boots for each of the past, present 
and future.  The tree raised $2,000  Pictures of the 
completed tree are available at https://
www.facebook.com/
UtahBlueStarMothersChapterOne/  

https://www.facebook.com/UtahBlueStarMothersChapterOne/
https://www.facebook.com/UtahBlueStarMothersChapterOne/
https://www.facebook.com/UtahBlueStarMothersChapterOne/
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