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Happy February! 

Where did January go?? 

Well, Convention plans are coming together 

great, and the hotel is working with our com-

mittee to get all that we need. 

 I am getting excited to go to Nashville, I knew 

nothing about Nashville. I had no idea what 

Blue Bird Café was…...? 

I turned to Hulu and binged watched Nashville; 

I now know why I need to go to the Blue Bird 

Café!!! 

For more information, please check out the 

chatter in this newsletter. 

 

I am happy to say we have been invited by 

AMVETS again to participate in Riding to Re-

member for Memorial Day. Right now, we 

have 35 members from BSMA attending. Other 

than our DC rep, Historian, and Patriotic In-

structor, all members are paying for their own 

expenses. We will be staying at the same hotel 

as AMVETS, they will be feeding us for 3 days 

at a very low cost. 

We will be attending the Gold Star Mothers  

wreath laying ceremony at the Vietnam wall 

on Friday evening. 

We have a weekend full of sisterhood and sup-

porting each other. Along with AMVETS we 

will be with our Gold Star Wives and Gold Star 

Mothers. 

Stacy Anders, National President 2021-2023 
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE!! 

 

Membership has not slowed down, which is a great thing!  We are seeing an increase in new members joining 
online which is wonderful.  This helps to streamline the process, and the turnaround time is much quicker 
for everyone.  THANK YOU to those Chapters who are encouraging their new members to use this option. 

 

Don’t forget to issue your Membership Cards, these are located on our website (bluestarmothers.org).  
Simply Click on Chapter and Department Resources located in the Red Box on the right-hand side of the 
page, then scroll about halfway down to Membership Cards.  Once you open this PDF, it can be downloaded 
and completed prior to printing.  We are discovering that some businesses will provide a small discount if 
you are a Blue Star Mother …… don’t be afraid to ask. 

 

If your Chapter accepts a Members form to be submitted through the Chapter Dues function on our web-
site: 

• PLEASE make sure the application is complete with name, address (including City/State/Zip), email 
address and phone number.  Applications cannot be processed without this information. 

• PLEASE ensure the scan is legible and clear. 

• PLEASE attach the application to the Chapter Dues submission. Attachments are a newer function 
this year, but it is much easier to locate the application when it is attached instead of submitting a 
separate email.  

 

If you renewed your Membership online, PLEASE remember to print your receipt and provide a copy to 
your Chapter for their records. 

 

Again, if you are having issues renewing, please do not join as a new member, simply reach out to 
1VP@bluestarmothers.us ~ I am happy to help! 

 

If you need anything membership related, please feel free to contact me. I am on Central Time, but I will 
get back with you just as soon as possible. 

 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY my sweet Sisters!! 

 

Yours In Service, 

Rebecca Stafford 

National 1VP 

1vp@bluestarmothers.us 
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All Yearbook photos must be sent to the email: 

Yearbook@bluestarmothers.us 

Start Planning to send: 

Recent Chapter group photos related to the mission; 

no more than four or five photos per Chapter 

Please send just one photo of your child, Active Duty 

or Veteran 

     Send Blue Daisies not already sent to the 2ndVP 

                       Gold Star Mothers Children 

                           Veteran Mom photos 

                 Look for more details coming soon! 
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On December 3, 2022, our beloved friend and Blue Star Sister, Susan Osgood went to be 
with her Lord and Savior in Heaven. 

Susan had been a Founding Member of the Soaring Eagle Blue Star Moms in Susanville, 
California since 2009, and a Member of the National Blue Star Mothers of America Inc., 
for 14 years, and a very Proud Marine Mother of Dwayne Osgood. 

Susan was dedicated not only to her Country, but also to the County of Lassen and the 
Susanville Community.  She was a good friend, American and Patriot. 

There will not be a Memorial Day that we won’t search for her in the crowd. 

We will miss Susan, her Boston accent, her Facebook Likes, Shares and seeing her and 
her daughter Kerri together at our Blue Star mom events. 

Forever your Soaring Eagle Blue Star Sisters. 
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Carrie Kay Ebert, age 69, died Tuesday, February 7, 2023. Carrie was a beloved wife, 
mother and grandmother.  She was a past officer and endeared member of OH 9 
since 2011.  Even while  fighting her battle with cancer, Carrie continued alongside 
her loving husband Gene to participate in Chapter activities.  She will be missed by 
many, but will continue to be with us in spirit here in Ohio.  Her dedication to serving 
our Chapter continues on in death with her spirit of enthusiasm for Blue Star Mothers 
and her gift of donations. 
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Care boxes 

dropped at local 

Veteran Centers, 

VFW and recruiters 
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Gold Star Banner Presentation                 January 15,2023 

At the September Gold Star Mother Sunday, a Gold Star banner was presented to Mr. and Mrs. Plant. At this ceremony nu-

merous Mothers said after the ceremony that they had never received a Gold Star Banner. President, Junnie Watson, of our 

First Coast Blue Star Mothers Florida chapter 15 told them we would get the banners for them and a date to present them. 

On January 15, 2023, five (5) Gold Star Banners were presented to Gold Star Mothers at the Jim J. Gilleo American Legion 

Post 283 in Jacksonville Florida. Twenty five (25) people were in attendance including Auxiliary Unit President Yvette Moore, 

National Security Chairperson, Nancy Patterson as well as five (5) other members of the Auxiliary. Seven (7) Members of the 

First Coast Blue Star Mothers were in attendance as well as one husband. Also attending was the S.O.S. Army Liaison Keith 

Hamm, who was instrumental in getting the invitations out as well as setting up the event on Eventbrite for RSVP. 

The Blue Star Mothers in attendance took care of the sign in book, handed out programs and greeting each family and 

helped place the pictures and written story of their child on the special table at the front of the room. The banners were 

presented by President, Junnie Watson, and 1st Vice President, Suella Reynolds. After the banner presentation, each Mother 

was ask to speak about their child to put a person to the picture and story. After the ceremony those in attendance were 

served a light lunch. 

In sending out the invitations to this event, we found other Mothers who had not gotten a Gold Star Banner for their loss. At 

the September 2023 Gold Star Sunday, there will be more Gold Star Banners presented to the Mothers who were unable to 

attend this event.  

We would like to thank everyone who helped make this event happen, from the ladies who helped decorate, work, serve, 

meet and greet, and the Legion for the use of the facility. Everyone helped make this sad event a memorable day for these 

mothers and family members whose child paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
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In November or chapter participated in the Wright 
County Historical Society Festival of Trees. We 
decorated a white tree patriotically with festive 
ornaments, dog tag photos with our heroes pic-
tures on them and a smaller white tree honoring 
Gold Star Mothers. In January we found out that 
our trees took first place! Congratulations! 

On February 3 we celebrate 15 years as a chapter. On February 4 we hosted a celebration at the Monticello 
VFW. Our president played the Blue Star Mothers song and a congratulatory video from National President Sta-
cy. The past Department Presidents Pattie Kelley, Jeanne Ullmer and Lucie Cuts we in attendance as well as 
current Department of MN President Karla Keller. Past Department President Dottie Sills sent a congratulatory 
message that was read by chapter President Jen Pecarina. Jen gave a speech telling about how Blue Star 
Mothers was formed and her own personal story about founding the chapter and the struggles had in the begin-
ning. At the end she read a poem that had been written by one of the chapter charter members, Laurie Man-
dery. Appetizers, fruit, veggies, cookies, beverages and cake was served. 26 people attended including past 
and current members, potential members, associates and past department presidents. It was fun reminiscing 
through the photos.  

We made Valentine's 
for Veterans in a local 
care facility at our Feb-
ruary meeting. We also 
had the help of some 
elementary classrooms 
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We started with Wreaths in 2010. The cemetery had 9200 graves at that time. 
That includes 4 Mass Graves from the Civil War which contain approx. 2000 remains. They 
are in trenches and this year we were able to place multiple wreaths in a row over the 4 
trenches. Not 2000 but a dignified representation to show we care. In 2010 we only had 1500 
wreaths sponsored. Here we are 12 years later and we covered every single stone and mark-
er, with the wreaths on the trenches! It was the most beautiful thing to see. I had tears looking 
at the wreaths. There are currently over 15,000 buried there now. 
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Here in Minnesota we celebrate everything, even winter. Four Blue Star Mothers from MN11 and 
MN7 braved sub zero weather to celebrate at the Winter Carnival. It is an annual event of ice fishing, 
beard growing, ice carving, Klondike Kate Contest, medallion search and of course a Grand Day Pa-
rade! It's the "Coolest Celebration on Earth." Debbie, Karla, Denise and Jeanne walked behind the 
Color Guard to start off the parade. It is always an honor to spend the day with our friends from the 
Arcade Phalen Legion. On Feb 4th we celebrated the 15th Anniversary of Chapter MN13,  four past 
Dept. Presidents attended. Congratulations Wright County Area Blue Star Mothers! May you have 
many more years together! Wishing you all a Happy Valentine's Day!  
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