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Hello Ladies, 
 
Happy New Year to you all!!!! 
 
I hope you are all having a dry and warm January. 
 
We are in Myrtle Beach for our Mid-Year meeting and we are 
working hard for the good of the organization. 
 
Shine off your boots and dust off your hat for a wonderful 
Convention in Nashville, TN from July 31st - Aug 4th 2023! 
 
Keep an eye out for your first Convention chatter with more 
information to follow. 

Stacy Anders 

National President 2021—2023 
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Dedicated  appointed committee chairs 

came in early on their own expense to 

bond, learn and share ideas.  Pictured left 

to right, Doreen Bergggren—National BD 

President, Brenda Bingham—Conflict  Res-

olution, Charilyn Damigo—By-Laws Chair 

and Denise Guerra—Mentor Chair 
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Love from Stacy, Rebecca, Karen, 

Cheree, Brenda, Marisol, Sonya, 

Alethea, Jackie, Karla, Lynn, 

Anne and Pat 
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Nancy Elizabeth Shumway Hays, age 69, of 
Marysville, died unexpectedly Sunday, December 
25, 2022 at her home. She was a former associate 
of Western Electric/ Lucent where she was an 
office clerk for more than 20 years. She retired 
from Farmers Insurance in 2018 where she worked 
as a data processor. A 1971 graduate of Marysville 
High School, she was president of Heart of Ohio 
Blue Star Mothers for ten years as well as a found-
ing mother.  She was also affiliated with the Union 
County Military Family Support Group.  
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Our BSMA Mentor, Carol Sanchez, advised me to contact you regarding 
our recent loss of a member. Blue Star Mothers Buffalo-Niagara Chap-
ter NY7 experienced the passing of a dear friend and long time BSMA 
member, Judith Holthoff. Judith passed away on November 25, 2022, fol-
lowing a sudden illness. Judith was one of the founding members who or-
ganized Chapter NY7 in 2010. She served as our Financial Secretary, 
Membership Chair, and VAVS representative for many years. Judith was 
the proud mother and mother-in-law of Zachary and Meghan, who both 
serve in the U.S. Air Force. She was also a loving and very attentive grand-
mother to their twin daughters. Judith will be greatly missed by her fami-
ly, friends, and BSMA sisters.  
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February is a time, according to the calendar, to show love and give hugs to those we love. 

But, what about those who have no one to show the love or feel the hugs of a loved one. 

There are many groups that can fit into that category but we, as Blue Star Moms, can fill the 

Needs of one specific group. Our Veterans! 

 

How can we feel this need? First, you do need to talk with the VAVS Chief about any plans you have - But here 

are some possible ideas.  

 

Cards for veterans – you can make them instead of purchasing them and create during your  

Chapter meeting.  Anytime in February they can be delivered. 

 

Ditty Bags – fill with your hygiene items and a perfect gift for those in the domiciliary.  

 

Snack bags. Fill fun bags with snacks but be sure they are sugar free.  

 

We are sure your individual chapters will have amazing ideas, but these are just jump starters. 

 

Your VAVS team is excited to see the photos of how you celebrate our veterans. We would also like to send out 

our hugs to all our volunteers because it is you who can make the difference in the day of a veterans and feel 

those hugs. 

 

Happy Valentines Day.  
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I hope you all enjoyed your Holidays! 

Our weather in MN has been living up to its reputation since the last newsletter. A cold, winter won-

derland. I love the different seasons here, I just wish winter didn’t last for 8 of them! 

Along with many across this land, Minnesota was honored to participate in Wreaths Across America 

December 17th. Due to illness, jobs and the weather few were able to participate this year. Thanks to 

Mary and Benita we were represented well.  Special stop, to lay a wreath and honor Mary’s son. It is 

truly an honor to be on these sacred grounds 

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year! 
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.  Belinda Owens and Mala 
Quatman both had their sol-
diers there as well to be a 
part of our service.  
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This is a busy time of year for the Blue Star Mothers 
Thumb Chapter MI 178.  We hosted our third annual 
Christmas party for our Veterans at Fiddler’s Green in Bad 
Axe, MI.  Thanks to Santa and Mrs. Claus who joined us 
and passed out the Christmas gifts and joined in the Bingo 
games and prizes.  There were delicious party platters 
and , of course, the Blue Star Mothers baked lots of 
Christmas cookies.  Pictured is the corn-hole game that 
was made by Nicole Stermer's husband, Ed.    
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