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Hello Members and Associates, 

I have had a busy March and spent time thinking about what I can say, or what wisdom 

I can give this month. 

I must tell you, tonight was a great reminder of what we do and why. 

As most of you know last year at Convention, Operation Surf was my president’s  pro-

ject and they were our guest speakers. 

We had the pleasure of having them for dinner and spending time engaging in great 

conversation. I would like to tell you about the view of a 15-year-old young lady. She is 

very shy and has had some issues that have made her extremely shy while suffering 

with anxiety. We were doing a round table. The recipients where sharing what meant 

the most about being here.  

They called on the 15-year-old and I thought, oh no, will she leave because she is way 

too shy. 

To our surprise she jumped at the chance to thank her grandmother for all she has 

done for her. 

Then she told everyone in the room, that it was so good to meet others that felt the 

way she did and know, she was not alone!  

Van, the organizer jumped in and said THAT is exactly why I do this. Giving back to vet-

erans and military members that have fought for our county. 

God bless our troops and God bless the United States of America. 

 

Here is a great video from the first 2 days of Operation Surf. Please get a cup of coffee 

or tea, it’s always a great way to remind ourselves why we do what we do. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C16Qg8i5q9M  
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/bNdHCVj5SQ5716fQl6Sr?domain=res.windsurfercrs.com
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All Yearbook photos must be sent to the email: 

Yearbook@bluestarmothers.us by June 4th 

Include the following: 

 

Recent Chapter group photos related to the mission; no more than 

four or five photos per Chapter 

Send just one photo of your child, Active Duty 

    Or Veteran 

             Send Blue Daisies not already sent to the 2ndVP 

             Gold Star Mothers, please send  a photo of your Hero 

                   If you are a  Veteran,  send us your 

                    Military photo then and now 
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The coming months will be an exciting time of new information, opportu-

nities, and growth for the VA Voluntary Services. Through the months of 

COVID and the shutdown of our facilities we have found new ways to give 

service and spend time with our cherished veterans. One such way is the 

Compassionate Care Program where our volunteers have training to stay 

connected with veterans on the phone and at times video. The connection 

becomes important not only to the veteran but the Blue Star Mom volun-

teer. For more information, please contact vavs.bluestarmothers.us. 

 

In a few short weeks, April 26th – April 28th, our National Blue Star Mother 

VAVS Representative Anne Parker and myself, Doreen Berggren, VAVS 

Deputy will be headed to Denver. There we will be attending the National 

Advisory Council Annual Meeting. During these days there will be a 

Health & Wellness Fair, Networking and many Workshops to learn. 

We will be able to bring information back home to share and help the pro-

gram grow. 

 

To learn more about the VAVS program visit the BSMA website and under 

VAVS there is a training guide and a short PowerPoint to watch. We are 

looking for moms and associates to be part of this program that is a great 

service to our veterans. 
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Hello Ladies, 

It has been brought to my attention many times recently  our National logo and our branch patch are 

being used without permission and are being altered. 

 

 

Both patches are National logos and if used or changed you are in violation the of infringement use of 

our logo. These 2 logos belong to Blue Star Mothers of America Inc. 

If you are doing a convention fundraiser and want to use the logo, please email the National President 

and only she can wave 25% usage fee. 

If you would like to use the logos for letterhead, aprons, stationary, or Chapter t -shirts, you must ask 

permission from the National President.  At  no time can anyone change or alter the logo. 
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BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA, INC 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

BSMoA, Inc. Code of Conduct 
Effective August 2021 

 

ARTICLE XIV. CORPORATE LOGO 
 

Section 1. It is the responsibility of the NEB to assure that the logo is being used in a 
manner that safeguards the integrity of the Corporation. 
 

Section 2. The following is the procedure to request use of the Corporation’s logo: 
a) The Chapter or Department President should submit, in writing, a request 
to the NP specifying in detail how the logo will be used, what it will be 
used for and if this is an on-going Chapter/Department project (example: 
Fundraising items, banner, sign, rally, etc.); 
b) Permission must be received from the NP before the logo is placed on any 
Article; 
c) In fundraising, if any item is sold that has the logo on it, a financial report 
with twenty-five percent (25%) of the total profit must be forwarded to the 
NFS to be placed in the General Fund; 

d) Use of the logo on the following items do not need the NEB’s approval: 
 

i) Chapter/Department forms 

ii) Letterhead, notices, brochures, note cards, donation receipts; 
iii) Certificates of Appreciation; 
iv) Business cards; and 
v) Memorial Books. 
e) Convention Logo – If the NP designates a convention logo, that logo can be used 
by the Chapters and Departments for fundraising purposes of attending that 
Convention without paying the 25% surcharge for logo use. Chapters and 
Departments shall be encouraged to use the logo on merchandise that can be 
sold to raise funds for their respective delegates to attend the Convention. 
 

Section 3. If items with the logo are sold directly through the National Office of the 
Corporation to Chapters, Departments, and/or Members, these items may not be 
altered. However, items that do not contain the logo that are sold to Chapters and 
Departments to be used for fundraising projects may be altered and any profit kept by 
the Chapter or Department. 
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Sadly, we must share the news that we have lost another one of our 
beloved sisters – Barbara Lamonde passed away on Friday February 
17, 2023 after a courageous battle with cancer at the age of 66. 
 
Barbara was a member of our Rio Grande Valley Blue Star Mothers – 
Chapter 2 in the 2007-2011 era.   Her son Cory served in the United 
States Army.  She served on the Executive Board as Financial Secretary 
and was our Chapter President in 2009.  
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Our chapter joined several local organizations to 
raise food and money for our local Feed Our Vets 
food pantry of Ashtabula County.  In memory of 
Clifford Harpst, cherished Veteran and father of 
Bill Harpst (aka Dj Hunter). This is the 3rd year he 
has raised money and food in memory of his fa-

OH 57 is joining with the Ashtabula Veteran 
Service Commission to recognize our young 
adults who have committed to join the ser-
vice upon graduation. 
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Hello from frigid Wright County, MN! We've had a lot of snow coming down these 
past couple of weeks but it hasn't stopped us from working the BSM mission! Our 
chapter, Wright County Area MN 13, has been busy making crafts for our upcom-
ing craft fairs which we either have a table at or are hosting or both! On Saturday, 
March 11 we had a table at the Maple Lake St Patrick's Day craft sale. We made 
lots of spring/Easter/St Patrick's Day items. Jen and her husband went out to the 
parade, Brrr! 

 

Our chapter is hosting the Department of MN Spring Meeting in April, so we are busy making plans 
for that, including some fun centerpieces. Stay tuned and Happy Spring! 
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St. Paul Blue Star Mothers, MN 11 
The St Paul Blue Star Mothers (MN11) have been busy the last 2 

months.  Some of us walked in the St Paul Carnival Parade in January.  

It was a typical January sunny, brisk day in Minnesota.  We bundle up, 

put hand warmers in our mittens and proudly walk behind the Ameri-

can Legion friends.  The Arcade/Phalen American Legion invite us to 

join them and treat us like queens! Photos show Debbie Zenner, Karla 

Keller, Denise Guerra and Jeanne Ullmer (MN7). 

Our Chapter works at the meat raffles at Sal’s in Bayport MN two Sat-

urdays a month from October to April.  It’s fun and is our major fund-

raiser each year.   

We were able to send 17 boxes of socks and snacks to deployed ser-

vice members this month!  After meeting for dinner and socializing, 

Kathy, Marilyn, Benita, Lynn and Carolyn headed to Costco to fill the 

carts.  The packing crew was Kathy, Benita, a, Laura Marilyn and Lynn.   
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The Blue Star Moms of the Southwest Valley is a growing and busy chapter!  We pack up boxes every month and ship them out to our beloved ac-

tive servicemembers.  We served coney dogs for our Veterans at the very successful Valentine Dinner sponsored by American Legion Auxiliary #53 

and the Coney Island.   In March we attended Buckeye Lift Up For Veterans where we had a booth and handed out toiletry items for our Veterans 

And we regularly attend Massing of Colors/Service of Remembrance including in February in the city of Sun City West.   

Greatest Generation-Veteran Hero at rest 

Our chapter regrets to announce that Pearl Harbor Survivor, Jack Holder, 

passed away in February this year. Jack lived to be 101-year-old. He was 

able to travel and represent the WW2 Veterans and the Pearl Harbor and 

Midway veterans in particular for the last eleven years. Our chapter was 

able to meet and visit with Survivor Jack Holder over the past several 

years at different events he has attended. He will be greatly missed; he 

was one of the Great Generations Veterans. 

We were so honored to have Monica Yelin from US Representative Debbie Lesko’s Office R-AZ 8th District, join us for our December 

Christmas Party. She presented us with a Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition for our work here in our communities and 

throughout Arizona supporting our military and veterans. 
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gc861c065d3b  

Below is the link  to download the Blue Star Moth-

ers of America, Inc. app for an Android phone.  You are 

able to find by using your share link here: 

If you search for the app you will need to look up “Blue Star Moth-

ers of America” for it to appear 

Any questions, email Anne Parker at pnpanne@bluestarmothers.us 

Blue Star Mothers of America! en App Store - Apple https://
apps.apple.com/es/app/blue-star-mothers-of-america/
id1485901650  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gc861c065d3b
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gc861c065d3b
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https://apps.apple.com/es/app/blue-star-mothers-of-america/id1485901650
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