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Greetings Sisters, 

I hope you had a Beautiful Mother’s 

Day!! 

With our children all over the world, 

we still live for that call, green dot, 

Postman or whatever may come our 

way. Being a Military Mother makes 

us all stronger! 

We are all busy getting things in line 

for the Convention. 

Amy, our Convention Chair is receiv-

ing some great feedback from the 

chatters. Please remember, if  you 

have a question or any concerns, our 

doors are always open. 

If you don’t ask you won’t know. 

It is great to hear that we will be hav-

ing a lot of first timers attending this 

year. 

Please keep your eye out for our 2023 

Convention shirt! We will be selling it 

through Bonfire. 

I am looking forward to seeing you all 

in Nashville. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Stacy Anders 

National President 2021-2023 
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https://mandysteesandmore.com/collections/blue-star-mom-campaign/products/lbca-2022-miles-for-our-veterans-virtual-5k
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IT’S RENEWAL TIME!! 
Although our membership runs from September 1 through August 31, our renewal period 
begins June 1 each year. Within the next several weeks, you will be receiving an email 
with instructions to renew.  For your convenience, we have noted several ways in which 
you can do this: 

• Click the link provided in the email and pay online.  This is the easiest and quickest 
way to renew.  Once you submit your payment online, your profile is automatically 
updated with payment information and your expiration date will change to 
08/31/2024.  No waiting – done!  We do ask that you print your receipt and pro-
vide a copy to your Chapter for their records.  

• You may pay your Chapter and they can submit a Chapter Dues Renewal on your 
behalf.  This takes a little longer, by the time they deposit your payment, submit 
to the National 1VP, and wait for her to update your profile.  Although this is done 
in a timely fashion, please remember, we have thousands of members renewing so 
things do slow down just a bit between June and August based upon how many 
choose this method of payment. 

o Note to Chapters ~ please make sure your submissions are sent in a timely 
manner. 

• Print the invoice and mail, along with your check, to the National Financial Secre-
tary.  While this is very much an option, it is the least recommended, simply for 
timing purposes.  Once your invoice and payment make it through the mail to her 
PO Box, she then has to process, scan and email to the National 1VP.  Please re-
member, both the National Financial Secretary and National 1VP are working very 
hard to get through all of their emails and processing procedures as quickly as 
possible.  So, in a nutshell, this takes the longest to process. 

Renewal notices are automatically generated so you will receive one until your payment is 
posted and your profile is updated. If you choose option 2 or 3 above, please remember 
it takes longer to process and you may receive another renewal notice. 

If you have NEW members joining, we highly recommend they join online.  Again, this 
method is quicker; however, options 2 and 3 above are available as well. 

Questions??  Please feel free to reach out to your National 1VP, I am happy to help you 
through the process. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Rebecca Stafford 

National 1VP 
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https://flagladyusa.com/  

This store located in Columbus, Ohio will provide beautiful silk Gold Star 

banners to our members..  See actual banner pictured above. The blue star 

outline with a gold star overlay, also has a gorgeous gold fringe on the 

bottom of the banner.  They will emboss the name for FREE.  Each banner 

is priced at $15.00 plus standard shipping fee.  Please see the Blue to Gold  

Banner guidelines on the website and contact 3vp@bluestarmothers.us 

with any questions.  All banners can be ordered by emailing 

mjames@flagladyusa.com with how many banners needed, how many 

stars on banner, name and branch to be embossed and the details of 

where to ship after notifying the 3VP. 

Please use the above email to order the Gold Star Banner(s). 

https://flagladyusa.com/
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All Yearbook photos must be sent to the email: 

Yearbook@bluestarmothers.us by June 4th 

Include the following: 

 

Recent Chapter group photos related to the mission; no 

more than four or five photos per Chapter 

Send just one photo of your child, Active Duty 

    Or Veteran, include your  child’s name, your name and 

Chapter state and number 

             Send Blue Daisies not already sent to the 2ndVP 

             Gold Star Mothers, please send  a photo of your 

             Hero 

                   If you are a  Veteran,  send us your 

                    Military photo then and now 

 

    Hurry!  

      Deadline is 

  Fast Approaching 

 JUNE 4th 
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               Frequently Asked Care Package Questions 

 To help Chapters know the Do’s and Don’ts of sending care packages to our troops, we offer  

the answers to those frequently asked questions: 

     1. To whom can we send care packages? 

A.   Anyone serving anywhere in any branch of the US Military. They do not have to be de-
ployed! 

B.  A chapter must have their care package program open to sending packages to any 

troops. Packages cannot be limited to just one person or only to the children of Chapter 
members. They must be available to any service member serving for whom your Chapter 

receives the name and address. 

      2.     Can Chapter funds be used in our care package program? 

A.  Yes! Chapter funds can be used to purchase shipping supplies, for postage, for items 
to be sent, etc...if your care package program is open to all service members. 

B.   Your Chapter can collect monetary donations specifically for your care package pro-

gram. These funds are then restricted for use only for this program and must be used only 
for care packages. 

C.  Your Chapter can collect donations of items to send. Hold a care package collection 
drive prior to your pack date to collect as many items as possible. 

D.  Many Chapters ship through the US Post Office using flat rate boxes or through a ship-

ping service like Ship Thrifty. 

       3.  How can our Chapter find names/addresses of service members to receive packages? 

A.  Ask your local contacts (VFW, American Legion, any military related VSO, etc.) 

B.  Ask on your Chapter social media pages. 

C.  Ask your service members who from their unit could use some love from home. 

D.  ASK!! 

 

         4.       What should we include in our care packages?                                       

A.  Toiletries (keep containers small, travel size or slightly larger only). 

B.  Food/Proteins/Snacks/Drink mixes (keep containers 16 ounce or smaller). 

C.  Activities (puzzle books, novels, hacky sack, playing cards, etc.) 

D.  Letters from Chapter members and your community. 

E.  For examples of collections lists/flyers, please contact other Chapters. Many have a 
document created that they update each collection cycle and they would be happy to 

share. 

F.  Keep in mind that the space our troops have is limited and many must move their be-
longings all at once and on short notice. Smaller is better!   
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Louise, my heart was broken to learn of your untimely passing. All of your Blue Star sisters 
feel the same way.. Your gentle kindness, and helpfulness and generosity will be missed by 
each one of us. Meetings, Parties and Events just won’t be the same, but you’ll be right 
there with us in spirit.. We won’t forget you, you are now a Blue Star Daisy and will be rec-
orded as such in our National History Records.  Rest in Peace Margaret Louise Lain.. We 
love you sister. 

Jayme Watson, President LA6  
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Darlene was an active member of Music City TN 

3 BSM, since June 2009.  She served as  Chapter 

1stVP, Recording Secretary, Sgt. At Arms and 

Blue to Gold Liaison.  Her son, James has served 

in the Army , will be 20 years in June.  Her 

grandchildren , Hunter, Tyler and Riana all 

served..  She lost a brother to Agent Orange 

who served in Vietnam. 

Darlene will be sadly missed by all! 
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                                            Mentor Update 

The Mentor Program continues to be a great addition to the BSMA organization!  The Chapters 

all have Mentors assigned to them and are learning how to utilize them.  The Mentors are 

available to give ideas on growing your membership, ideas on fundraisers, ideas on how to 

serve our Military members and Veterans.  The Mentors are available to answer questions.  

They are familiar with the Governing Documents and also know who to contact if they cannot 

find the answers to questions your Chapter may have.  The Mentors are available to ALL mem-

bers of the Chapter.  Your Chapter Executive Board receives periodic emails from your Mentor.  

If you do not know who your Mentor is, please ask your Chapter Executive Board OR you are 

always welcome to email the Mentor Chair, Denise Guerra,  at men-

tor.chair@bluestarmothers.us 

You may have noticed some changes in the Mentor Program the last 3 months.  The National 

Executive Board (NEB) and the Mentor Committee has found that some Chapters may not need 

to be “checked in” on as often.  A point system was developed to evaluate all of the Chapters.  

They were given “points” with consideration to many factors.  Some of the factors considered 

are: regularly responding to your Mentor, contributing to the newsletter and yearbook, attend 

conventions, have been chartered for more than 3 years, complete their compliance on time.  

After evaluating the Chapter and awarding points, we rewarded some Chapters with not need-

ing to be contacted as often by their Mentor.  Some Chapters are contacted every two months 

(in February, April, June, August, October, and December).  While other Chapters only need to 

be contacted every 6 or 12 months.  The Mentor Committee will re-evaluate all of the Chapters 

periodically and may change the frequency of the check ins as needed.   

The Mentor Committee has found this system to be successful in Chapter/Mentor communica-

tion and has also helped to lighten the load of some of the Mentors.  We are always looking for 

more members that may be interested in becoming a Mentor as we continue to grow and char-

ter more chapters!!  If you are interested in the Mentor Program, please contact Denise at 

mentor.chair@bluestarmothers.us 

If your Chapter is attending the National Convention in Nashville, please let your Mentor know 

so you can possibly find a time to meet her in person!   
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Blue Star Mothers Thumb Chapter MI 178 hosted their last monthly din-
ner for the season April 19th.  Pictured are Jim Scott, American Legion, 
Blue Star Mothers: Bregetta Witter, Grace Rosenthal, Donna Wolschleg-
er, Deb Robinson, Nic Stermer, Debra Decker, Sherry Kramer, Sherrie 
LaLonde, Linda Elandt, Marcia Janik.  Donald Schramski, American Le-
gion Post 499 Commander.   In October the Blue Star Mothers will re-
sume the monthly dinners.  
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The Department of Minnesota’s “Spring Meeting” took place on Saturday, April 29th, it was a huge suc-

cess! 

43 members and associate members were present.  It was a fun, relaxing day with a little training thrown in.  

Our Department Shining Star is Laurie Mandery, she is also a wonderful poet who wrote beautiful poems 

while her son was deployed.  

Our Department Financial Secretary did a Q&A on QuickBooks.  

Our guest speaker was Richard Glasgow who started a nonprofit “Dear American Hero” and credits the Min-

nesota Blue Star Mothers for being responsible for getting his cards to go Nation wide.  He coined everyone 

with one of his beautiful challenge coins and presented us with a beautiful custom made coin display. It was 

my privilege to present and pin him with the Vietnam Veterans Pin.   

It was a wonderful weekend and we were honored to have National 1VP, Rebecca, and Treasurer, Alethea, 

spend it with us.  
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Blue Star Mothers of the Southwest 

Valley, Arizona Chapter 4 

Our chapter wishes to highlight 3 of the many events we 

participated in for the month of April. 

On April 10th, the “100 Homes Challenge” came to Gilbert, 

Arizona and broke ground for another new Next Gen and 

fully wheelchair accessible home for an amazing Veteran, 

SSG Brent Bretz, who lost both legs while serving in Iraq.  

Our Blue Star sisters represented well and met the home 

award recipient as well as event organizers.  It was a very 

special day! 

Every year the AZ4 chapter hosts our biggest fundraiser of 

the year in the form of a huge yard sale.  It was all hands on 

deck and a big success!  We even met a potential new Blue 

Star Mom who is interested in joining our chapter! 

The Arizona Maricopa County Standdown event for Veter-

ans was held at the Arizona State Fairgrounds on Friday, 

April 28th.  Our Blue Star Chapter helped all day in the Wom-

en’s Veteran booth, helping to sort and pack bundles of 

items to give to our homeless and struggling female Veter-

ans.  The turnout was large – nearly 750 Veterans - and the 

event highly successful. 

Other April events AZ4 participated (not pictured) include 

the Operation Enduring Gratitude Golf Tournament, Veteran 

funeral, Pearl Harbor Memorial, and Pat Tillman 

Run. 
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Sizes M—XL   $50.00 

Sizes XXL—XXXXXL      

 http;wwhttps://www.Bluestarmothers.org/ 

• Inside storm placket with fleece 
chin guard 

• Center front reverse coil zipper 
with auto lock slider and reflec-
tive toggle 

• Audio port access through in-
side left pocket 

• Lower pockets with zipper clo-
sures and reflective toggles 

Classic Navy Vest 

   Dress White Logo Blouse 

Sizes M—XL    $35.00 

Sizes 2XL— 3XL—$37.00 

file:///C:/Users/2vp/OneDrive/Documents/March 2023 National Newsletter.pub
http://www.bluestarmothers.org
http://www.bluestarmothers.org
http;wwhttps:/www.Bluestarmothers.org/
http://www.bluestarmothers.org
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