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Happy month of Thanksgiving!! 

 
We had a wonderful Veterans Day in DC. My guest this Veterans Day 
was Carol Sanchez.  Our Historian is Deb Waltz and Patriotic Instruc-
tor is Chris Tovar. Once again these ladies did an excellent job and as 
you see in the pictures they are so honored and proud to represent 
BSMA! 
It was a wet and cold day and we would do it all again. 
 
First off,  I am so Thankful for my family for all their support and love. 
I am so Thankful for all of you for all your support and love!! We are 
all sisters for life. 
I hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends. 
 

Sending warm wishes and love   

Your  Sister In Service, 

Stacy Anders, National President 2021-2023 
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It’s that tIme of year!  No, Not ChrIstmas….COMPLIANCE 

                        

As the 4VP, it is my job to make sure that every chapter files the required 

forms for compliance.  When your chapter is ready to file forms for com-

pliance, logging into the website using the CHAPTER PROFILE is a must!  

The Chapter President and the Chapter Membership Chair should be the 

only ones to have the Chapter Log in credentials.  Please review the Com-

pliance Guide (available on the website under the Compliance Guide Tab) 

and follow instructions for each form.  Unless specifically instructed to do 

so, do not email any forms to 4vp@bluestarmothers.us.  The only forms I 

will accept through email are the 990 filing and the State filing returns.   

Please reach out to me if you need assistance with filing any compliance 

form.  The deadline for Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. is December 

1, but please do not wait until the last week of November to file.     

4vp@bluestarmothers.us 

Brenda Ternullo, 4VP 
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A New Program for VA Volunteers !  

In response to today’s restrictions, VA Voluntary Service (VAVS) has developed 

and implemented a new social prescription program called Compassionate Contact 

Corps. 

Veterans can benefit from this tele-support program if they are lonely, socially iso-

lated or would simply like to talk to someone regularly. Trained volunteers provide 
support by making periodic phone calls or video calls 

The Compassionate Contact Corps is a virtual social prescription program where 

trained volunteers are matched with Veterans that are experiencing loneliness or 

are socially isolated. The volunteer typically calls the Veteran weekly for 15—60 

minutes to provide socialization and companionship via phone or video calls.  

If you are already a VAVS volunteer and your facility is still closed to volunteers 

this is an excellent opportunity to continue to serve and give hours to the program. 
If you are not a volunteer but are interested in volunteering this could be of interest 

to you. 

For more information please contact National VAVS Representative, Anne Par-

ker. vavs@bluestarmothers.us  
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Blue Star Mothers of Fredericksburg Chapter VA4 Convention Fundraiser is the 2022 Official 
White House Ornament.  The ornament represents the cherished White House tradition of 
displaying a gingerbread house each holiday in the State Dining Room.  Included with the 
beautifully gift-boxed keepsake are the gingerbread-scented booklet and the recipe card 
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Gwen was a beloved member  

       Of MN 1 since 2009. 

She served as Treasurer and Chaplain 
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Pictured left to right: Sherry Mikesell-2nd VP, Sharon Burns-1st VP,    

Lynn Feldman–President, Paula Stellhorn–Recording Secretary,             

Elaine Brock-Treasurer, Amy Hutchinson-Financial Secretary 
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 Pictured left to right: 

Kathy Tracy– Treasurer 

Marybeth Cartmille-1st VP 

Suzanne Hughes-President 

Kim Stock Foster– Recording Secretary 

Lorelei Schluter-Fin. Sec., not pictured 
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On September 25, CA30 held its first Gold 

Star Family Sunday ceremony at the newly 

dedicated Gold Star Family Memorial Mon-

ument in Norco, CA. Beginning at 6:00pm 

and ending at sunset, city dignitaries spoke, 

names of those who died between last Sep-

tember and this were read, and flowers giv-

en to the families. We concluded with taps 

and a rifle volley.  
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Events our chapter held this year was a Craft & Vendor Fair 
and our 5th Annual Poker Run *our best Poker Run to date, 
raising over $3500.00.  We set up a booth at the Hardin Co Fair 
and the Indian Lake Fall Festival, both annual fundraisers for 
our chapter. 
 

We participated in 2 parades, 2 car shows, Flag Day ceremony, 
a Veterans breakfast, handed out 18 Honor Cords to local high 
school graduates entering into the military and delivered goody 
bags to 24 local Veterans in nursing homes. We had an awe-
some suprise as one of the guys we had sent a Christmas care 
package to while being deployed stopped at our fair booth to 
thank us and get several hugs. 
 

At the Indian Lake Fall Festival, we  put out Christmas and 
Thank you cards for people to sign that we will put in our care 
packages.  A cute little 7-year-old girl and her grandma 
stopped to sign a card.  I was explaining to her how many box-
es we sent last year and what our goal was this year.  Then I 
showed her our sample care package box & some of the pic-
tures of the guys and gals that received our boxes last 
year.  She was so amazed with all the things that we fit into our 
care packages.   She finished writing her card and thanked us 
& walked away.  She didn’t get but maybe 5 feet away and she 
came back and asked me if she could take a picture and put it 
in her card.  I said that’s a great idea (all while thinking, how 
the heck will we do that?).  She whips off this pretty pink case 
that was hanging around her neck, pulls out an instant camera 
and then “strikes a pose” and takes a selfie!!!    I grabbed some 
tape and we taped her picture in the card she signed!!!   Such 
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Chicagoland Blue Star Mothers IL6 keeping busy working the mission! We attended our Chamber of 

Commerce annual gala – a sock hop, we’ve been working with many local businesses and schools col-

lecting for care packages, we’ve held a social at Mission BBQ – we love them!, we’ve been packing 

care packages, we’ve served desserts at our home VFW fish fry to honor our Veterans, we’ve been 

setting things up for our next round of projects. Any day of service is a great day! 
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