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Hello Sisters! 

I hope everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving.  It was a joy having our family and friends 

around during this time. 

As most of you know, I have always just “done it to get it done” …. Not always the best 

choice, which I recently discovered. 

I am very grateful for the family and friends that I have, and all of you would fall under fami-

ly!!! 

I have received so many Get Well, Thinking of You and Your Family, Merry Christmas, and 

Happy Holidays cards that I can’t keep up, you all mean the world to me. 

Please keep our sisters, who have been affected by the tornados, in your thoughts and pray-

ers.  

I know all of you have been patiently awaiting convention news.  I am happy to announce we 

have booked our 2022 National Convention at the Hilton Long Beach Hotel, located in beau-

tiful Long Beach California, for July 24-29.   

We are still being very cautious so our Convention will follow the CDC mandates which are 

in place during that time. 

There is still lots of planning and work to be done but I want to say THANK YOU to our Con-

vention Tri-Chairs, Sylvia Gaxiola, Amy O’Campo, and Penny Estrada, for working so hard to 

get us started. 

Additional details will come out once we finalize and confirm our plans.  This will be a great 

convention and I look forward to seeing you in California! 

Have a blessed and Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, Kwanzaa and Happy New Year!!! 

 

    Stacy Anders—National President 2021—2022 
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National Chaplain and PNP 

 

            Carla Brodacki 
 

 

I have served on the National Board serving in multiple offices.  First in 2008 through 

2010 as the Department of Michigan President.  In 2015 I was elected as the National 

Financial secretary where I served two years.  Then in 2017 I was elected as the National 

Treasurer also serving two years.  In 2019 I had the amazing honor to serve as your Na-

tional President, it was truly an honor.  I am now blessed and honored to serve as your 

National Chaplain. 

I am a third generation Blue Star Mother.  I didn’t know back in 1968 when my Grandfa-

ther showed me the Gold Star Banner which had once hung in his Mother’s window, in 

honor of my Uncle John, that I would also become a military mom and be a part of a 

beautiful sisterhood and organization. I joined this organization when my son Brad an-

swered the call of his country as a senior in high school in 2001, when news came of the 

attack on New York and the Pentagon.  My son swore in three days later.  He continues 

to serve today, but is gearing up now to retire on July 1, 2022; Whoot Whoot I will have 

my dancing shoes on!!  I am very proud he made me a Blue Star Mother.  I also have a 

daughter Tiffany who also makes me proud every day and grandson Tyler who is my 

little hockey player. 

I pray for all our children serving this country as I do all our moms.  I pray for our Gold 

Star Families as they continue their journey of grief because of the sacrifice paid by 

their loved ones.  Thank you for serving this amazing mission with all of us on the Na-

tional Executive Board, it could not be done without you.  I love all of you and my jour-

ney would have been consumed with worry, but because of my sisters I have been pro-

ductive in service, making a difference while my son serves. 

I pray God’s blessings on you and your family.  I pray his blessings on our Military Chil-

dren and our Country.  

Your Sister, 

Carla Brodacki, National Chaplain 
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Anne Parker is the mother of Lt. Colonel Leigh Lechanski and Major William Swafford as 
well as the mother-in-law of Major Andrew Lechanski and Major Meghan Swafford.  She 
believes her greatest accomplishment is raising children who chose to serve their coun-
try.  She is married to an Air Force veteran, Gordon, and they have seven grandchildren 
ranging in age from 1 to 17.  Anne has served on the National Executive Board as Na-
tional Financial Secretary, National Treasurer, National 1st Vice President and National 
President (2018-19).  She has also served as  National VAVS Representative for 10 years 
and National Finance Chairman for several years; she continues to be a member of the 
current National Finance Committee.  As a Past National President Anne enjoys working 
with new chapters and providing training to them prior to chartering and assisting chap-
ters as a mentor and a guide during compliance.  She resides in Ocala, Florida, and is the 
current President of Ocala Blue Star Mothers and the VAVS Representative at the 
Gainesville VA Hospital along with Gordon.  She is also an active members of the Ocala 
Rotary Club, the Ocala Woman's Club, the American Legion Auxiliary, and the VFW Aux-
iliary.  She sits on the board of the American Legion Auxiliary Foundation, Interfaith 
Emergency Services, and North Strand Housing Shelter.  She and Gordon love to travel 
and stay away from Ocala approximately 90 days a year either at a timeshare, in their 
travel trailer or cruising.  Anne also has a non-military son, Mike, who did not join the 
military due color blindness.  He is a financial advisor and father of her five grandchil-
dren. 

Pictured on the left, Anne and husband Gordon Parker.  On the right is Anne, Gordon, 
their children, and a long time family friend and Blue Star Mother, Patti Doty. 

        PNP and National VAV’S Representative 

                               Anne Parker 
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Hello from the desk of your National 1VP! 

I have received several emails asking how a member can transfer to another Chapter.  With this very transit 
world we live in, it is very common for a member to move and wish to move their membership as well.  Below 

are the necessary steps: 

 

 Transferring Member completes the application, marking transfer, and completes ALL information 

 Application is given to the current Chapter Financial Secretary 

 She will verify the member is in good standing, then she will send the application and email to the Na-

tional 1VP 

 National 1VP will verify the member is in good standing at the National level, then make the change 

within the system 

 National 1VP will send the application to the transferring Chapter President and Financial Secretary, 

copying the transferring member, and the “old” Chapter President and Financial Secretary of the 

change. 

I hope this helps.  I am happy to assist with other membership questions or hiccups you may be having.  
Please email me at 1VP@bluestarmothers.us 

 

Wishing all of you the very best holiday season! 

Rebecca Stafford 

National 1VP 

 
 
From Your National Treasurer and Online Store  

 
 Everyone:  When placing an order in the Online Store, please check the mailing address and zip code on your or-

der. 

 Everyone:  Thank you for your patience regarding our uniform hats being out-of-stock for so long.  The vendor has 
shared that the fabric used for our hats had been difficult to obtain.  The Good News is that they will be in stock 
again very soon, so keep your eye out.  There are some on their way to me as I type this, and I will ask the Web-
master to make the hats “live again” once they arrive.  Fingers crossed. 

 Chapter Officers:  Please, check your PO Boxes weekly if it all possible. Once a check is received, deposit it within 
a few days.  Please do not leave checks uncashed for a month or more.  BSMA, Inc. has an uncleared check policy. 
After 200 days, any uncleared check from national will be voided and your chapter will lose access to those funds.  
With donors, uncashed checks call into question the chapter’s fiscal responsibility or need. 

 Chapter Officers: When communicating with your national financial officers, please be as complete as possible – 
include as much information as you have (e.g., check number, date, purpose, chapter state and number, etc.).  It 
speeds up the process and helps us respond to you more quickly. 

 Membership chairs:  Please double check your dues reimbursement checks from national as soon as they are re-
ceived.  If there are any errors, please contact your National Treasurer immediately.  If you know you have a new 
member and you don’t receive dues reimbursement for her after the quarter during which she joined ends (June-
Aug; Sept-Nov; Dec-Feb; Mar-May), please contact your NT promptly.  Lost checks will not be replaced after 200 
days passed when they were written.  We want you to have the funds that your chapter is entitled to have. 
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Another year is almost behind us with great appreciation for all our VAVS folks. The year 

presented many challenges and yet many victories. Our volunteers, across the country, has 

stepped up in new ways to support, encourage and engage with our veteran community. 

 

As the monthly reports come in the VAVS team is in awe of the creativity shown and the 

opening of doors as others closed. Without knowing how the new year will play out we are 

ready! VAVS is strong and growing with many new moms stepping up.  

 

Our work is not done and although so much has already been done we know the new year 

we are needed more than ever. Our VA facilities are overwhelmed, and the staff over-

worked which is where we step in. We volunteer so the staff can concentrate on their jobs 

as we can fill the gaps. Our moms are talented in so many ways and can do jobs needed, 

support where it is missing and jump in at the last moment. That is what moms do and no 

one can do it better than a Blue Star Mom!  

 

What are your talents – working in one of the offices – taking a role as Ambassador to 

greet and help veterans and families – staff the welcome desk? Your smile and support is 

appreciated but we need more… More volunteers! 

The new year opens new opportunities to become a VAVS Blue Star Mom. 

If you would like more information on what openings are in your area please contact our 

National Representative, Anne Parker - vavs@bluestarmothers.us 

 

Our team wishes all moms and families peace and health. For the holiday you celebrate we 

hope it is joyful. For the missing person at your table, we all join in the prayers for their 

safety and happiness. 

     National VAV’S Message 



 6 

 

Ocala FL-10 Happenings 

It’s snowing in Florida!  Well, not really, but if you saw all the snowmen moving 

out of Ocala, FL, you might think so!  We have been experiencing a snowman 

frenzy these past few months.  We have sold over 700 and are still making more.  

We had to stop taking orders and started a wait list due to the overwhelming de-

mand (they are so darn cute!).  Our FL-10 elves have also been making RED Friday 

shirts, ornaments, Christmas stockings and tea towels.   

We are a small chapter and achieve our sales largely through the internet and Fa-

cebook.  Mostly because of our craft sales, we were able to donate over $12,000 

to 18 military and veteran organizations in the 2020-21 fiscal year.  This year, we 

are on target to do even better.  We have pinned hundreds of local veterans in our 

role as Vietnam Commemoration project partners.  We also teamed with Opera-

tion Homefront to share thousands of school supplies and toys with our local Na-

tional Guard.  We are an awesome team dedicated to the mission and we look 

forward to doing even more in the coming year. 
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2021—2022  Michigan—198 

          Board Installation 

Enlisted Heritage House Fall Clean Up 

Lunch was served following the activity 

Quilt Raffle: “Mother of 

Freedom” lap quilt, donated 

by Barb Sucher, raffled off 

on December 11, 2021. 

Heroes Appreciation Breakfast—MI 198  has participated annually for the 

past three years to honor and recognize Veterans. 

 Troy, Michigan 198 
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    TEXAS 13 
Chapter TX13 annually takes their November meeting to give thanks for each other, 

our Chapter and our children.  We each bring potluck and have a wonderful meal to-

gether.  We didn’t get to do in 2019 and felt like  something was missing.  So glad we 

were able to do again this year. 

Geaux Seven chapter had a December garage sale that raised over 
$1,000.00!  We rode with the VFW in the local Christmas parade and had our 
annual Christmas Dinner!  Merry Christmas to all our Blue Star Sisters and 
their families!!  

         Geaux, LA 7 
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   Houston, Texas—Chapter 2 
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Nutmeg State Blue Star Mothers-CT5 have been very busy over the past several weeks. The day 
after Thanksgiving members decorated the Christmas tree at the Greater Middletown Military 
Museum. The tree and decorations were donated to the Museum last year by CT5. 
 
The same day CT5 members attended a Quilt of Valor presentation to Army CSM (Retired) John 
(Jack) Botti. 
 
CT5 is blessed to have several talented ladies who went above and beyond at the two recent 
Holiday on Main craft shows.  A huge thank you goes to moms Cathy Hodlin - for pulling it all to-
gether - and Jackie El-Hachem  for their beautiful creations and to all the CT5 ladies who contrib-
uted cookies and craft items. Handmade with Love says it all. 
 
And CT5 again adopted a CT National Guard family in need this holiday season anonymously 
through the CT National Guard Operation Elf program, donating toys, clothing and gift cards. 

Nutmeg State, CT5 
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Cape Fear Blue Star Mothers of America NC16 had a very busy November! A local bakery created beautiful Blue Star 
cookies that they sold as a fundraiser for our chapter. The cookies looked great, tasted delicious and raised funds! 
We were invited to several Veterans Day events. We attended one at the invitation of the Gold Star Mothers of 
America and met some wonderful ladies. We were invited to a second event by the Wilmington, NC Garden Club at 
which they dedicated a new Blue Star Family Memorial. We held our first ever flag retirement ceremony and were 
able to retire over 100 flags! The ceremony was presented by the sons of our VP, Davida Schnebelen. Our chapter 
held our first Wreaths Across America fundraiser. It was extremely successful and over 250 wreaths were spon-
sored. We are looking forward to laying the wreaths on Dec. 18 at Wilmington National Cemetery. Our final activity 
for November was packing holiday care packages to be sent to troops that are going to be stationed out of the coun-
try during the holidays. A great time was had by all! Happy Holidays from all of us to all of you!  

  Cape Fear, NC 16 

BSM Thumb Chapter MI 178 laid 

wreaths for our local heroes November 28th.  Pictured are Donna 
Wolschleger, Marcia Janik,  Sherry Kramer, Linda Elandt,  Nicole Ster-
mer,  Grace Rosenthal.   This is a busy time of year for the Blue Star Moth-

ers Thumb Chapter MI 178.  December 10th we held our second annual 
Christmas party for our Veterans at Fiddler’s Green in Bad Axe, 

MI.  Thanks to Santa and Mrs. Claus who joined us and passed out the 

Christmas gifts and joined in the bingo games.  Meijer deli in Bad Axe 
made everyone happy with their delicious sandwich trays and , of course, 

the Blue Star Mothers baked lots of Christmas goodies.   
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  OH 21 Lake Erie Shores  

 

 We participated in the Bellevue, Ohio, Christmas parade on Thursday evening, December 2.  A trailer was decorated with 

the chapter banners, a patriotic Christmas tree, and Christmas music.  Members walked beside the trailer handing out plas-

tic red, white, and blue toy soldiers with a card attached containing the chapter information. 

 The honorable presentation of the Gold Star Banner took place on December 3 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Soviak, par-

ents of Navy Corpsman Maxton Soviak, in Berlin Heights, Ohio; Soviak was killed in the line of duty in Afghanistan on Au-

gust 26.  The banner was presented to Mrs. Soviak by member, Renee Schneider, who is also a Gold Star Mother. 

 The annual Veteran of the Year Dinner was held December 4 at the Bellevue VFW with almost 250 attending.  Veterans 

received a free prime rib meal with sides and dessert.  Members decorated the hall with live flower arrangements, fresh 

linens, American and military flags; processed attendees at the check-in table; and helped clean up.  President Barb Cook 

awarded a Quilt of Valor to former Marine, John Cook.  Outside the VFW hall, members and guests were thrilled to see the 

handmade service boards lit up. 

On Monday, 12/10, our San Mateo County Blue Star Moms delivered household items, 
books, and food to the Colma Veterans Village. This is the second year we have made a 
big, pre-Christmas delivery. Below are pictures and a link to information about the resi-
dents in Colma Veterans Village. The village opened in 2019.  

   San Mateo Blue Stars 
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Four Corners Blue Star Mothers / Wreaths Across America 

Christmas wreaths are here! Robert Graves from Royston, Georgia drove and deliv-
ered wreaths for our veterans’ final resting places at Greenlawn Cemetery and Me-
morial Gardens. Mr. Graves, along with so many others, volunteer their time to drive 

across the US for Wreaths Across America  Four Corners Blue Star Mothers will 
host the wreath laying ceremony on Saturday, December 18th at Greenlawn Ceme-
tery, led by Mistress of Ceremonies Judye-Sinclair-Leczel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas care packages will be heading out soon! Merry Christmas from Blue Star 

Mothers and Dads  We packaged and sent out a total of 19 over flowing care pack-
ages utilizing our own items and gifts, along with a variety of donations from local 
companies and schools! 

  

                                                                         Veterans Day Parade 
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 Happy Holidays from the Contra Blue Star Moms! 

      First Coast Blue Star Mothers, FL 15 

             First Social BSM at Jacksonville National Cemetery sup-

porting ribbon cutting ceremony naming Gold 

Star Family 

 City of Jackson-

ville Veterans Day  

         Parade 
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The National Executive Board wishes 

you and your family a joyous Holiday 

Season, a Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah, Happy Kwanzaa, Happy 

Holidays and a very Happy New Year. 

Best Wishes! 

Stacy, Rebecca, Karen, Cheree’, Paula, 

Brenda, Lucie, Diana, Carla and Anne 

 


