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Welcome 2022!! 

 

As we move forward into the new year,  

I am excited for what is to come. 

 

Convention plans are coming along great. Looking into ways of making our 80th 

year AMAZING. 

 

A reminder that compliance should have been completed. If you are still need-

ing assistance please reach out to our 4vp Paula at 4vp@bluestarmothers.us 

 

Our Bling shirts and some sizes on our Bonfire shirts are on back order. 

Like the rest of the country some things are hard to get. I should be getting an 

update from Teri on our Bling shirts next week. I will keep you posted. 

Bonfire said once the color or sizes are back, they will automatically add them 

to our campaign. We will not run a new campaign until they come back in 

stock. We are checking every day to see when they may become available. We 

will let you know. 

 

I wanted to keep you updated on my family. 

My husband Todd is on a second round of chemo that is more aggressive. We 

are taking one day at a time. Our first grandchild is growing, and we are finally 

in our second trimester. Looking forward to a late June birth.  

My body is still recovering from the stroke I had in October.  Some days are 

better than others but feeling blessed. 

Our last soldier has traded in his boots for the veteran life. We are so happy to 

have him home. 

I love watching on Facebook, all our chapters working our mission even with 

the challenges - Adjust, Adapt and Overcome.   

TEAMWORK MAKES THE DREAM WORK 

Stacy Anders—National President 2021—2022 

mailto:1vp@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:2vp@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:3vp@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:4vp@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:recsec@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:finsec@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:treas@bluestarmothers.us


 2 

 

VAVS needs YOU and your chapters to send some love to our veterans. 

A great idea is to bring valentine cards to your chapter and have the moms send  

messages of understanding, feel better, encouragement and support to our veterans 

 healing in our VA hospitals. Your chapter VAVS gal will bring them to their facility and  

have them delivered. 

Note to VAVS Rep.'s - call the chief and be sure this can be done and that someone will  

deliver to the veterans. Cards need to be in an envelope but NOT sealed. 

        Valentines for 

           Veterans 



 3 

 



 4 

 



 5 

 

             Greenville Upstate SC 4 

Donation Pick Up                   Packing in November                      Tree Decorating 

Our chapter kept busy these last few months.  In November we took part in the Quilts of Valor.  Some 
of our moms were able to take part in this.  Our chapter was invited to be present for the Korean Sol-
stice, where quilts were presented to our Korean veterans. We took part in the annual Upstate Salute 
for our veterans, decorated our annual Christmas tree at the Hyatt and had several speaking engage-
ments. We were blessed with donations, both monetary and with donated items for our Christmas 
pack-out.  We were able to put together and ship 115 care packages, each weighing between 25-30 
lbs. We took part in one of the many veterans day parades, and some of our moms were able to take 
part in Wreaths Across America.   
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BSM Chapter 3, MA was fortunate enough to participate in the National Wreaths Across America.  Our families 
attended the local event, and were proud to place wreaths on those who have served our Country.   Tina Sun-
den and her daughter Giuliana are seen here in one of the pictures our local newspaper took of them.  With 
Covid restrictions we are staying socially distant, and are limited with in-person visits to our Veteran homes and 
organizations.  This was our way of letting everyone know we will never forget and keep the families in our 
thoughts.  

We continue to keep spirits high during these tough times by delivering monthly birthday cakes to our local 
Veterans at Veteran's Inc.,  which is the largest provider of services to veterans and their families in New Eng-
land.  The Veterans ALWAYS appreciate us thinking of them.   

      MA 3 

WRIGHT COUNTY AREA MINNESOTA CHAPTER 13 

On Saturday, January 8 we celebrated our Gold Star Mom Stella Huso as she turned 103 years old! She 

is such a gem! She shared many memories with us and we chatted about how cold it was that day! We 

are so blessed that she found us. Pictured below in group photo are left to right: Jen Pecarina, Dannell 

Hartsung and Lori Saunders  with Stella sitting in the front.  Beautiful handmade card made by Dannell. 
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The holidays never seemed to stop here with Blue Star Mothers Houston Chapter TX2.  We pray that 

all our military families had a safe and peaceful holiday season and that everyone was able to com-

municate in some way with their heroes.  We began the month of December with our annual Christ-

mas Party.  A great time was had by all who were able to attend.  We were able to sit back, have 

some dinner and honor those who have so graciously helped our organization this year in so many 

ways.  There were stockings filled with necessities and a little holiday cheer collected at this event.  

They were delivered to the Houston Area VA Hospital in the middle of the month.  We are still una-

ble to go in and visit with these veterans due to Covid, but we are sure they were loved by all who 

received. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

This was followed by the annual Wreaths Across America.  We created a team online and were able to get many wreathes do-

nated for this event.  Remember – Honor – Teach  That is why we participate in this event yearly.  The day was shortened by 

some anticipated weather.  It was a good thing our participants were prepared for it!  Thunder, lightening, high winds and even 

some possible tornadoes cut the day just a bit shorter than normal, but the wreathes were still placed.  SAY THEIR NAME!  

Can’t wait to see what 2022 is going to bring for our chapter!! 

 Houston Chapter TX 2 
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Chesapeake Blue Star Mother’s (MD3) once 
again had a event on 12/19/21 Service Mem-
bers/Veterans Meet & Greet at the Ellicott City VFW post. 
Mission BBQ in Ellicott City catered food. There were  raffle 
prizes provided by them. Our chapter provided all in attend-
ance with a goodie bag and a homemade Christmas ornament 
attached. The VFW covered all the drinks too! This is always a 
fun event for all involved. They are a great support for our ser-
vice members actively serving.   

      Buckeye Military Moms 

Columbus, Ohio—Chapter  9 

December saw OH9 enjoy a “Paint for a Cause” par-
ty fundraiser, receive and sort a couple large collec-
tion donations for our boxes, donated to and par-
ticipated in Wreaths Across America (one of our 
favorite activities).  January kicked off with packing 
"We Care" bags for National Guard troops assigned 
to three Central Ohio hospitals.  
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Greater Kalamazoo, Michigan 186 

Chapter #186 recently sent 144 care packages to our deployed ser-

vice members around the world. The involvement & generosity from 

the local community was so wonderful. The positive responses from 

our service members makes it so worth while. It’s an honor for our 

chapter to continue providing a little joy to our deployed troops. 

Greater Kalamazoo Area Chapter #186 attended a memo-

rial at the Kalamazoo Air Zoo on 11/1  

BSM Greater Kalamazoo Area Chapter 186 recently attended the Fort 
Custer Wreaths Across America.  It was a great turnout.  
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   Long Island, New York 6 

Long Island Blue Star Moms NY6 have been very 

busy… but December 16, 2021 was one for the rec-

ords. We decided to do a 60-box packing prior to our 

December holiday social meeting.  After our packing 

we enjoyed an assortment of international cuisine 

and scrumptious desserts.. Our chapter decided to 

forgo the customary grab bag gifts and instead each 

member was to bring a $20 gift card.  The gift cards 

were then donated to the local Air National Guard 

Unit – Family Service Coordinator. 
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A busy two months at Chapter #184 was fruitful in providing packages for the Marines at the US Embassy 

in Kosovo and clothing the homeless veterans in Detroit Michigan. 

With their first 50s/60s Fundraiser Dance, the chapter raised funds to clothe homeless veterans through the 

Detroit Rescue Mission with coats, gloves, hats and socks, wrapping the Christmas presents for each of 

them.   Additionally, the group received donations to send taste of Michigan for Christmas to the Marines 

in Kosovo providing them homemade peach preserves, strawberry jams, and Rice Krispies Treats, a huge 

favorite of those serving overseas.  A wonderful auxiliary member, Honor Shoemaker, crocheted over a 

dozen lap blankets for the VA Hospital in Ann Arbor to warm the veterans in wheelchairs.   

Although a small chapter, every effort is appreciated.  They received the following email from Sgt. Frank-

lin, “Happy New Years Ms. Gross. Thank you so much for the snacks and the gifts. The Marines and 

I have already eaten all the rice Crispy treats you got us. And the Preserves you made for us were to 

die for. The Blue star mothers have really made a name for themselves here at the Embassy.” 

Lake Erie, Michigan 184  

Pictured left—Members and associ-

ates wrapping Christmas presents  

for the Veterans at Detroit Rescue 

Mission. Fifty winter coats, gloves, 

hats and socks were included. 

Bottom right—grateful Marines 

from the U.S. Embassy . 

Bottom left is member, Bev Boike  

dancing with her husband. 
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Chapter 30 from Southern California participated in Wreaths Across America at Riverside 
National Cemetery,  the largest and busiest national cemetery in the country. Our area, known 
as the Inland Empire, encompasses Riverside and San Bernardino counties. The IE saw the 
devastating loss of 3 young marines on August 26-Hunter Lopez, Kareem Nikoui and Dylan 
Merola.   

Southern California 

        Chapter 30 

                     Fort Wayne Area Blue Star Mothers IN8 

We stayed busy through November, December and January, packing and shipping care packages. We had 
fun choosing goodies to send along with Holiday cheer! During our annual Christmas Dinner Party we filled 
40 Christmas Stockings and 6 large boxes for Fort Wayne's 3 veteran shelters. We also had 8 large bags 
specifically for our female veterans, filled with lots of goodies and necessary items. Each month we provide 
bottled water, coffee and juice boxes to the local VA hospital Outpatient Services Department, and 4 Wel-
come Home Kits to our local shelters for veterans moving into their own housing! These kits have necessary 
items to set up housekeeping: broom, dustpan, shower curtain and rings, bath mat, cleaning supplies, trash 
can, paper products and an encouraging note from our chapter. We begin 2022 thankful for our chapter and 
our friendships. 

Participating: President Moira Fisher, Financial Secretary Lorraine Camire and WAA Coordina-
tor Annette McKenzie  
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  Gulf Coast Florida Blue Star Mothers 12 wishes everyone a             

                               Productive and Happy New Year! 

                  We finished up 2021 with several projects and events.  

We distributed over 5000 toys from Dollar Tree to military families, Veterans’ families, VA Clin-
ics and Toys for Tots.  Thanks to members Kim Hatchel, Irene Giordano and Kim Gaide for 
heading up this project and making lots of children happy!   

We were honored again this year to participate in Wreaths Across America.  On December 
24th we partnered with our local Gold Star Mothers to deliver Christmas dinner and gifts to 
the Veterans living in Alpha House. 

We are looking forward to a great 2022! 
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NM2 

On December 1st, BSM from NM2, travelled to Fort Bayard a State Veterans Home to deliver goody bags and much more for their 
Christmas Holiday party!  We partnered with a local credit union to make everything possible.  They wished for a catered dinner 
from KFC and they received it.  

Lisa, Navy Mom, on the left, managed our WAA 
website and NM2 delivered 318 wreaths to Santa 
Fe National Cemetery on 12.18.21.  Carolyn, Army 
Mom, and a founding mom of NM2, since 2004, 
helped deliver some of the 318 wreaths to our he-
roes interred at Santa Fe National Cemetery.  
 
Next up for NM2, is packing on March 20, 2022 
and State Convention on April 9,2022.  

    

We had a table for our Reading Glasses 
at the Home for the Holidays Veteran 
event on Wednesday, December 
15th.  The event was sponsored by the 
MACV (Military Assistance Council for 
Veterans).  Thank you to Laura Powers 
and Heidi Harvey for tending the ta-
ble.  They gave out 45 pairs of reading 
glasses to veterans.  
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                                    OH21 Lake Erie Shores 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a chilly, rainy day on December 18, our chapter coordinated Wreaths Across America at the Ohio Veterans Home in 

Sandusky, Ohio.  With a full ceremony including the presentation of colors, Pledge of Allegiance, and Honor Guard, nine 

chapter members conducted the solemn event.  As 1200 wreaths were placed by 40 friends and family, each veteran’s 

name was said after the wreath was laid against the headstone.  Remember.  Honor.  Teach.   

 

Missouri Gateway Blue Star Mothers 
started the Holidays by Decorating 
two Christmas trees.  One in Old 
Town St Charles and the other is St 
Peters in front of City Hall.  
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