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Dear BSMA Members and Associates, 
 
On behalf of the National Executive Board, it is with heavy heart that we let you know of the passing 
of Todd Anders, husband of our National President, Stacy Anders. Todd was diagnosed with stage 4 
lung cancer last year shortly before Convention.   
 
He loved being a Blue Star Dad and what our organization stands for, and his pride and support of 
Stacy was unfailing. Stacy plans to see everyone on July 25, but in the meantime, we ask that you give 
her and the family a little space.  In place of text messages or phone calls, we recommend you send a 
card to: 
 
Stacy Anders 
138 Willowcreek St 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
 
Should you have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
  
 
Yours in Service, 
Rebecca Stafford 
National 1st Vice President 
1vp@bluestarmothers.us 
573-220-0807 

mailto:1vp@bluestarmothers.us
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Pick yours up soon at the National Convention in 

Long Beach, CA or order one online at 

www.TreeRing.com/validate, code101416260317183 

It is full of History, Respect and a Ruby Celebration of 

the Mission!  We know you will love it! 

   2021—2022 

     Yearbook 
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BLUE STAR MOTHERS RECOGNIZED! 

 

 At the Seventh Annual National Caregiver Conference held in Washington DC recently Blue 

Star Mothers of America, Inc. was recognized, among others, for their support and dedica-
tion of our veterans and their families. 

 

Through the VA Center for Development & Civic Engagement, volunteers – often members 
of Veteran service organizations – provide Veterans with regular engagement. One social 

prescription program, VA’s award-winning Compassionate Contact Corps, matches Veter-
ans who are socially isolated or experiencing loneliness with trained volunteers who connect 
with them via phone or video. 

 

In 2019, a Blue Star mother shared that the Volunteer In-home Visitor program would have 

added tremendous value to the quality of her life as a caregiver. At the end of the recent 
conference, several caregivers applauded the highlighting of this important topic. 

 

In 2022 with the restrictions of COVID the program continues by calling and perhaps even a 
ZOOM call to keep the connections.  

 

Our VAVS program is an important part of the VA Health Care System and the VA Center for 
Development & Civic Engagement. What our volunteers do matters. It  

changes the lives, it lessens loneliness, brings joy and happiness to others who are 

seeking it. 

 

If you would like to be part of our VAVS program please contact our National Blue Star 
Mother Representative, Anne Parker. vavs@bluestarmothers.us 

ASK what you can do and how to get started. 

 

Thank you to all our VAVS volunteers who make a difference every day. 



 5 

 

VAVS CONVENTION PROJECT! 

If you are attending convention, we are asking that you bring sim-

ple cards from your chapter that we can add to the bags we are 

putting the sweatpants in. We do not need an envelope and inside 

simply write Thank you for your service.  
 

     

Remember to bring  

cards for our Veterans 

to the 2022 National 

Convention! 
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Renewing your Membership?  Want to know if your payment 
has gone through?  Here are some ways you can track it: 

1)   Watch your bank or credit card statement, 

2)   Watch your email for confirmation, 

3)   Check your BSMA profile online - it will indicate if 
your renewal has been processed.  

PLEASE! Do not ask the Nat'l Treasurer or Nat'l Financial 
Secretary to look it up - they're dealing with hundreds of 
payments.  Thank you!!! 

Julie Straw, National Financial Chair 
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For 8 years CA Chapter 30 has been working toward building a Gold Star 

Family Memorial Monument at the George Ingalls Veterans Center in Norco Cal-
ifornia. That dream finally came true and the dedication of the Memorial took 
place on June 12, 2022. This is a Woody Williams Foundation Memorial Monu-
ment. Each one is custom made with pictures on the back depicting scenes cho-
sen by the people purchasing it.   
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Chicagoland BSM IL6 Helps Welcome Home Wounded Warrior Pro-

ject Soldier Ride Chicago Participants at the end of their 3 day ride 

through our area! On their final night, we met up with the Warri-

ors for a dinner to celebrate their accomplishments, listen to a 

program, and feed these brave men and women who worked so 

hard! We brought them lots of tasty dessert choices to go along 

with their dinner. It is amazing to spend time with these Warriors, 

to hear their stories, to listen to them talk to each other, to share 

in their victories. We look forward to this event every single year! 
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