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Hello Sisters, 

I hope you are all doing well and enjoying life and doing what you love. 

We had an amazing time in DC for Memorial Day. We have been invited by AMVETS to 

participate in their Rolling to Remember Ride. I have also made a lifelong friend with Dave 

Page who called and invited us to be a part of the ride to honor our Gold Star Mothers, 

Gold Star Wives, and families. Dave said we could have 20 Bikes. They gave BSMA 20 

bikes, and we just needed to find a mom to ride. We had no idea the driver would be your 

personal guide that would cater to and take you were every you wanted to go. 

I offered this opportunity to the NEB first, then to appointed positions. All members new 

this great offer would be on their own expense. 

What I love most was how honored the moms were to have this chance to participate. We 

stayed at the same hotel with AMVETS and the love and respect they gave us all was 

amazing to say the least. 

And yes, we have been invited back next year! 

The hardest part was not having our DC Rep TJ with us, she was so excited to have so 

many BSM in DC for Memorial Day, we missed you TJ! 

What I loved the most was meeting so many new friends and watching our moms make 

new lifelong friends that all of you consider them family now.  

It was a full weekend, you all made me proud, seeing you all sitting together at Arlington 

was just beautiful.  

On Monday we woke up early and all our friends had left for their long rides home. It was 

time for us take care of the mission at hand. I was off to the White House for breakfast 

and to meet the President of the United States. WHAT AN HONOR!!!  

On to Arlington for the ceremonies and the laying of the wreath from BSMA. Then we 

went to WIMSA for their ceremonies.  

Getting to share this time with our moms was amazing. I will never forget it and our time 

together. 

Thank you to all the moms who joined us and came to DC. 

I hope to see you all in Long Beach next month!  
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Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) is the world’s largest and most success-

ful annual workplace charity campaigns.  Blue Star Mothers of  America 

(BSMA) has successfully facilitated fundraising campaigns through the CFC 

and we are currently active in the 2021-2022 campaign to raise funds for our 

organization.   

The mission of  the CFC is to promote and support philanthropy through a 

program that is employee focused, cost-efficient, and effective in providing all 

federal employees the opportunity to improve the quality of  life for all. 

Pledges made by Federal civilian, postal and military donors via our CFC/

OPM #34583 identification will help BSMA raise funds for our missions.  

We respectfully request Chapters and Departments to post the CFC donation 

information on their websites and members to include in your correspond-

ences.  Also, please share this important information with your friends and 

family members who are employed by the federal government. 

Blue Star Mothers now part of the CFC! 

If you are a federal employee, postal worker or member of the 
U.S. military, please consider donating to us through your Combined Fed-
eral Campaign. 

Our CFC/OPM is 34583 
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                                      VAVS Message 

                   IT IS TIME TO PIVOT AND THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX 

COVID has changed everything! We know that but it does open NEW opportunities for 

ways to serve our veterans. 

 

Brainstorm with your chapter on how to volunteer! Call your VA chief and ask 

What outside events are being planned, if you can plan a drive through baby shower, or if 

they could use water for their drivers!!! A great idea is to be an outside greeter! Wishing a 

veteran, a good day or thank you goes a long way. 

 

Imagination is the key during this time of change! Be creative. Buddy Checks can be done 

right from your home. ASK your chief if calls can be made with wishes for a  Happy Birth-

days or just a wellness call to say hello and check in. Many of our veterans feel isolated dur-

ing this time and a 10-minute phone call is a perfect pick me up – for both of you. 

 

To learn more please visit the Blue Star Mother website and view the complete article from 

the ZOOM VAVS Training – IT IS TIME TO PIVOT – THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX. 

 

For more information on how to become a VAVS Representative or Deputy please  

Email our National Representative Anne Parker – vavs@bluestarmothers.us 
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   Michigan Thumb Chapter 178 

    Since April The Blue Star Mother’s  Thumb Chapter MI 178 have been 

diligently working at Hicks veterans Memorial Park.  The park was aes-

thetically pleasing to the eye for the Huron County Memorial in Bad 

Axe, Michigan. 

The Blue Star Mothers Thumb Chapter MI 178 were proud to partake in 

Huron County’s annual Memorial Day parade in Bad Axe, MI to honor 

those heroes who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.  Gold 

Star Mothers—Deb Robinson and Linda Elandt, along with Paul Elandt 

laid the Memorial Wreath at the monument this year. 

See photo below: 
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      First Coast Blue Star Mothers Florida Chapter 15 

Our small chapter has been very busy between Valentines, Easter; filling Easter eggs and asking for do-

nations for those eggs and baskets taken to Clyde E Lassen Nursing home. as well as we took Easter bun-

ny bags to the Silver Creek Assisted Living. There were 300 cards and filled Easter eggs taken to the Jack-

sonville VA, that were distributed to Gainesville and lake City VA facilities. Each month we’ve taken nu-

merous items to the USO that is at Jacksonville Airport. Girl Scout cookies were distributed to the Veter-

ans Home and sent to the USS Harry Truman. 

The Garden Club of Middleberg, Inc. honored us by inviting us to join them at the ceremony and the un-

veiling of the Blue Star Mother By-Way Marker that was placed in Middleberg Florida at their library. We 

enjoyed music from the bagpipe and drum Corp the First Coast Highlanders, the Ridgeview High School 

JROTC and the numerous speakers. Captain Paul Pilliod , USA retired unveiled the marker and Chief 

Howard C Bowen placed the wreath on the stand next to the marker.  Five of our ladies and husbands 

attended  the ceremony. It was a wonderful event and we were very proud to be there for this project 

that took many people quite a bit of time and effort to complete.  
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Minnesota Chapter 7 – North Metro 

In April we celebrated our 16th year as a Blue Star Mothers Chapter.  Many moms have come and gone 

but all have contributed to our success, and we look forward to many more years as an active and 

growing chapter. 

In May we had an information table at the Twin Cities Auto Show.  This is our 2nd year being invited to 

be part of the Military Appreciation Night.  It was an opportunity to share information about Blue Star 

Mothers and get to know our sisters a little better.  We also had a member of our Minnesota Chapter 11 

join us.  We had a fun time and had our picture taken with a WWII jeep and with a local news reporter 

and Desert Storm Veteran.   
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Greetings from Houston Texas – TX2 !!!  Where the tea is sweet and when 

you walk outdoors it feels like you just climbed in an oven.    We started this month out with a great 

packing part for our countries hero’s. We were able to ship 375 boxes this month and these smiles and 

the letters of gratitude from afar are why we do what we do.  The men and women we support in this 

small way have sacrificed so much to protect our freedom.  We are forever grateful to them. 

 

Mid May we were able to attend and cheer during a motorcade parade of Wounded Warriors that 

were being taken to dinner and then onto a fishing trip for the weekend.  The North East community 

of Houston was honored to be able to celebrate these men and women. 

We ended the month with a Memorial Day Celebration at the Houston VA Cemetery.  Where we 

honored our fallen and supported our Gold Star Families.  God Bless those who have paid the ulti-

mate sacrifice. 
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               Attention All Blue Star  

Mothers Attending Convention 

Download the Blue Star Moth-

ers App on Google Play or the 

Apple Store Today 

Convention Information and 

the Agenda are listed directly 

on the APP 

Find this symbol and download 

for FREE 

Texas 4 honoring 500 Parents and High School 

Seniors entering all branches of the Military at the 

Community Salutes Program in SanAntonio, TX 
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Congratulations to our 

newest Chapter! 

South Sound Blue Star 

Mothers WA 8.   

They are near Fort Lewis 

and very excited to get 

  Newly installed on  June 14th, 

2022.   

Anne Parker, PNP installed 

Tiffanie Miner, President 

Sandy Orr Kottre,  Vice President 

Dorene DUBreuil, Treasurer 

LaDonna Newbury, Rec. Secretary 

Ellisa Greer, Fin. Secretary 

 WA 8 
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YOUR HELP IS NEEDED…When you order items from the 
Online Store, please check the address that comes up at 
the top of the online order page.  Recently, there have been 
several zip code errors that have had to be corrected.  Alt-
hough we can correct the error on the order, you need to 
correct the error in your profile.  PLUS, make sure that the 
address reflected on your order is your SHIPPING AD-
DRESS, not your mailing address if your shipping address is 
different than your mailing address.  We use whatever ad-
dress is on the order invoice.  You can correct this address 
right on your order form.  THANKS! 
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