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Hello Everyone, 

I cannot believe this year is almost over. 

It has been such an honor to serve as your National President.  I think 

this may have been the fastest year of my life.  I have so much to be 

thankful  for, I am truly blessed. 

We are very busy getting ready for Convention.  Keep an eye out for 

the Call to Convention.  It should be coming out in the next week or so. 

The Convention Chairs have been working hard to be sure it is a great 

conversation! 

The last Convention Chatter was released on May 9th.  Be sure to check  

your emails. 

All the links are available online for the registration, Big Dipper, the 

fundraising raffle, Convention sponsors, vendor registration and the 

dinner cruise. 

SOS:  We are looking for a California Chapter that is driving  to Con-

vention that has an American Flag and a BSMA flag with bases to hold 

them..  We are also looking for the Branch flags and a POW flag.  Please 

let me know if your Chapter can help with any or all of these requests. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL IN LONG BEACH! 
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Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) is the world’s largest and most success-

ful annual workplace charity campaigns.  Blue Star Mothers of  America 

(BSMA) has successfully facilitated fundraising campaigns through the CFC 

and we are currently active in the 2021-2022 campaign to raise funds for our 

organization.   

The mission of  the CFC is to promote and support philanthropy through a 

program that is employee focused, cost-efficient, and effective in providing all 

federal employees the opportunity to improve the quality of  life for all. 

Pledges made by Federal civilian, postal and military donors via our CFC/

OPM #34583 identification will help BSMA raise funds for our missions.  

We respectfully request Chapters and Departments to post the CFC donation 

information on their websites and members to include in your correspond-

ences.  Also, please share this important information with your friends and 

family members who are employed by the federal government. 

Blue Star Mothers now part of the CFC! 

If you are a federal employee, postal worker or member of the 
U.S. military, please consider donating to us through your Combined Fed-
eral Campaign. 

Our CFC/OPM is 34583 
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                             VAVS CONVENTION PROJECT 2022 

     This is an exciting project we will be putting together, as a team, on 
     Wednesday of our convention week.  Our Long Beach VA will be the 
     Recipient of this year’s project.    The VAVS Chief has told us they need  
     Sweatpants.  Unisex Size Medium – 2 XL. When our veterans leave the 
     Hospital they sometimes have no clean pants at all. 
     The goal is to have a clean and new pair of sweatpants for each Veteran. 
 

Please go to your chapter at this month’s meeting and request they donate  
to the Convention VAVS project whether they plan on attending or not. 

When you order your sweatpants on line you can have them sent direct to The Blue 
Star Mom who is local to Long Beach.  

Contact me, Doreen, vavs.deputy@bluestarmothers.us , for the address to ship. 

 

            SWEATS FOR  OUR VETS 

            SAVE THE DATE—VAVS Training on 

      Zoom, Sunday June 5th, 2022, 7 P.M. EST 

               Watch your email for invite 

mailto:vavs.deputy@bluestarmothers.us
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  GOLD STAR BANNER 

      PRESENTATION 

   COAST FLORIDA 15 

On April 26th our chapter had the honor of presenting a Gold Star Flag to Rose Marie May. She lost her child in 1984 and 
had never been presented a Gold Star Flag. Thanks to the efforts of Keith Ham, Forida Survivor Outreach Services, the 
presentation was planned . The ceremony was held in New Smyrna Beach and presented at the New Smyrna 
Beach Rotary Club luncheon. Ms May waited 38 years for this presentation. The Gold Star Flag was presented by First 
Coast Blue Star Mother’s President, Rose Preddy. Chapter members able to attend this Solemn ceremony were Rose 
Preddy, Amanda Quiroz, and Angela Wood. Ms May was Overwhelmed with emotions at finally receiving the Gold Star 
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          Gulf Coast FL 12 
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      OHIO BUCKEYES CHAPTER 26 
Our group has been working on a few projects, planning and organizing as we all do but more im-

portantly we’ve enjoyed getting to know each other better.  The support of other military moms is so 

important especially for the new moms.  We’re attempting to recruit new members to join us by getting 

the word out about who the “Blue Star Mothers” are and what we do. 

We have been offering support to one of the Chaplains on a remote Army base whose soldiers have 

been struggling with mental health issues.  We have provided the Chaplain with small gift bags that he 

can distribute to those that are struggling and just need to know that someone cares.  We have also 

stocked his coffee and snack cart with goodies that the soldiers can enjoy free of charge if they want to 

stop and chat with the Chaplain and have a snack or two.  It’s just a small act of kindness that can 

change a persons’ day. 

The Valor Home located in Lorain, Ohio helps homeless veterans transition into permanent housing.  

We have committed to work with them throughout 2022 by providing donations and hosting a picnic 

this summer.  We’re still planning other events for later in the year.  
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Lake Cumberland Blue Star Mothers KY 6, have made 120 dignity bibs that are currently in 

use at the VA Lexington (our goal is 300). Blue Star Mother Chapters, KY 6 challenges your Chapter to 

supply your VA with these. You can contact Angie Nelson by Email lcbluestar@aol.com or call / text 859-

608-6344 for the free instructions to make them. During a clinical conference, Jessica Hatterman, a 

speech pathologist at the Lexington VA, started a discussion with other medical professionals. If a Veter-

an needs a protective cover over their clothing during meals, is there a better option than placing a 

standard towel over the Veteran’s shirt? It seems like a little thing, but it can rob a Veteran of their digni-

ty and the towels don’t provide adequate protection. Was there a way to protect Veterans’ clothing in a 

more dignified manner? 

The solution? Jessica created a functional clothing protector that allows Veterans to get dressed up and 

ready for meals. She brought her design to the Community Living Center. The Dress Up for Dinner Project 

was created to maintain the dignity of Veterans. 

Community partners step up to the challenge 

Dress Up for Dinner’s design was given to the Lexington VA Center for Development and Civic Engage-

ment who partnered with civic groups like the Blue Star Mothers KY Chapter 6 and medical staff to ex-

pand production of the design.  Blue Star Mothers’ member Angie Nelson is an experienced sewer. She 

volunteered to ensure there were enough garments so Veterans in the CLC felt dignified during meals.  

Photos Top Dignity Bibs and Angie delivering the bibs. Bottom photo from the VA article about the pro-

ject. 
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In late March Blue Star Mothers Thumb Chapter 
MI – 178 got together for “Operation Peeps” 
packing.  60 Easter packages were mailed out to 
overseas and stateside Military.  Pictured are 
front row:  Tammy Tough, Sherry Kramer, Grace 
Rosenthal.   Second row:  Linda Elandt, Donna 
Wolschleger, June Young, Lynne Tschirhart, Sher-
rie LaLonde, Nic Stermer, and Marcia Janik..  

      Blue Star Mothers           

     Thumb Chapter 

       Michigan 178 

CA15 – San Mateo County Blue Star Moms 
The San Mateo County Blue Star Moms (CA15), with the help of a $250 Grant from Blue Star Moth-

ers of America, Inc. and a $50 voucher from Home Depot, provided the 120 veterans at the Menlo 

Park VA Community Living facility with needed supplies to plant their summer vegetable garden. 

While the VA Community Living facility has raised beds for available planting, they needed help to 

acquire soil, fertilizer, and a variety of vegetables, including beans, squash, eggplant, tomatoes, 

peas, and cucumbers. 

The veterans send their thanks and are looking forward to enjoying their vegetable garden this 

spring and summer.  
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     Houston Texas 

      Chapter 2 
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   DEPARTMENT OF OHIO    

       N/S CONFERENCE 

             Top right: Group Photo 

Top left: Presenting National President 

with a gift from the Dept. Board 

Middle right: First time attendees award-

ed patriotic scarves 

Bottom right: Leashes of Valor: Dog of 

our Guest Speaker 

Below: Quilts of Valor Presentation, 

Robin McCarthy received 
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                    Pine City, Minnesota Chapter 16 

Jus a few highlights from the past months.  The picture below shows our group delivered sup-

plies on February to Linden Grove Apartments for Veterans.  We delivered various household 

items for over 29 apartment units. 

April 23rd we supplied the lunch and baked goods for the Braham Area Craft Fair.  We made 

over $1,000.00 in proceeds at this event and look forward to going back in the Fall. 

We hope everyone has a safe and blessed Memorial Day weekend. 

         YEARBOOK PHOTOS DUE BY JUNE 4TH 

1. CHAPTER PHOTOS—GROUP PIC, MOMS IN ACTION 

2. HERO PICS—ACTIVE DUTY AND VETERAN CHILDREN 

3. GOLD STAR CHILDREN-ALL 

4. VETERAN MOMS-PHOTO, NAME AND BRANCH 

5. BLUE DAISIES FROM FISCAL YEAR 
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