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Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 
2023 Convention 

Draft Minutes 
August 1, 2023 

 

I. Call to order  
National President, Stacy Anders called to order the 80th Annual Convention of Blue Star 
Mothers of America, Inc. at 8:36AM CST 
 

II. Opening Ceremony 
 
Bible was opened by Chaplain Carla Brodacki 
 

III. Welcome to Convention  
 

IV. National President, Stacy Anders introduced the National Officers: 
1VP- Rebecca Stafford  
2VP- Karen Stillwell 
3VP- Cheree Barrett  
4VP- Brenda Ternullo 
Recording Secretary- Marisol Gonzalez 
Financial Secretary- Sonya Kay 
Treasurer- Alethea Tennill 
 

V. Past National Presidents in attendance were introduced: 
Pat Soler, Karen Stevens, Jean Burlingame, Judy Dorsey, Carla Brodacki, Anne Parker 
 

VI. National President introduced and recognized special guest Gold Star Mother Patty Elliott 
 

VII. Committee Chairs were introduced 
 

VIII. Appointments for convention 
Judge: Deborah Waltz 
 
Tellers: Diane Retting 
              Sue Otto  
              Stacy Breithaupt 
              Connie Moler 
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Timekeepers: Lisa Bailey 
                         Heather Herlong 
                         Lorraine Camire 
 
Spotters: Sue Rolling 
                  Brenda Bingham 
                  Cara Johnson  
 
Appointees were accepted by convention body 
 

IX. Naming of the minutes approval committee 
 
Minutes approval committee: Christine McCracken 
                                                       Amy Hutchison  
                                                      
Appointees were accepted by convention body 
 

X. An explanation of voting paddle was explained by National President 
 

XI. National President introduced Department Presidents: 
Jackie Ransom-MI, Karla Keller-MN, Lynn Freeman-OH 
 

XII. Credential report was presented by 1VP, Rebecca Stafford. There are 200 delegates and 20 
alternates 
 

XIII. Convention Co-Chairs report, updates were presented by Amy O’Campo 
 

XIV. National President, Stacy Anders presented the 2023 Convention and Election rules 
 
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the Convention Rules as presented 
2nd 
Discussion occurred 
Call for vote: 
1 opposed, 0 abstentions 
PASSED  
 
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the Election Rules with correction to item number 
three; allowing via voice if only one candidate 
2nd 
Call for vote: 
1 opposed, 0 abstentions 
PASSED 
 
 

XV. The 2022 Convention minutes were posted on National Website for review  
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MOTION: A motion was made to approve the 2022 minutes as posted on our website 
2nd 
Discussion occurred: Charilyn Damigo stated that under bylaw upadate and  presentation 
regarding Article IV Eligibility  minutes state there was a call for vote, no recollection of a vote. 
Statement was made that it was addressed in the previous year. 
Regarding the by-laws audit, minutes state that there was an attachment regarding 
acknowledgement of discrepancies. 
 
MOTION TABLED  
Excel spreadsheet to be resent by Charilyn Damigo to current Recording Secretary to be 
attached to 2022 Convention minutes for approval. 

 
XVI. Finance Chair Julie Straw announced to the convention body that forms for nominations of 

 501 c(3)for the convention body approved donation need to be filled out and turned in before 
Finance Chair presentation to confirm eligibility. If unable to complete form and would like to 
nominate from the floor, two minutes will be provided to speak and organization will need to be 
verified prior to voting.  
 

XVII. An explanation of paying respect to Bible and Flags was given by National President 
 
Bible was closed by Chaplain Carla Brodacki 
 
BREAK 9:22AM to 9:55AM 
 
Instructions were given to meet outside for the Memorial Service and BSMA convention photo. 
 
9:55AM -10:25AM Memorial Service was conducted  
 
LUNCH 12:35PM – box lunch provided and change into patriotic attire  
 
1:35PM Convention was reconvened, and Bible was opened, and charter was draped in memory 
of our Blue Daisies by Chaplain Carla Brodacki  
 

XVIII. Chaplain Carla Brodacki read the names of Blue Daisies  
Video of Tonya Moore singing the National Anthem was played and TN coins from the Moore 
family were passed out to convention body in memory of her  
 

XIX. The 2022 Convention minutes were reintroduced, and discussion occurred. Charilyn Damigo (By-
Law Chair for 2022 convention) presented the chart and discussed that the changes that had 
been made based on the audit are not reflected in our governing documents; specifically, item 
about being able to vote by voice if there is a single candidate for office. 
 
Chart was not included in the minutes and will now be attached and posted. 
 



 

4 
 

Friendly Amendment was made to original motion to include attachments to the 2022 
Convention minutes was accepted  
 
MOTION: to accept the 2022 Convention minutes with attachments and to remove the sentence 
that there was a vote  
Call for vote: 
0 opposed, 9 abstentions 
PASSED 
 

XX. Recognition of Gold Star Mothers  
Recognition of Veteran Mothers  
Recognition of First Time Attendees-80 in attendance  
 

XXI. Finance Chair: Julie Straw  
 
BREAK 2:17PM (due to microphone issues) 
 
Chaplain Carla Brodacki closed the Bible 
2:33PM Chaplain opened the Bible 
 
(cont.) Financial Officers, Finance Committee Report with Presentation of Audit Report, 
Proposed Budget, and Proposed Changes to Financial Policies 
 
MOTION from committee to approve proposed financial policies effective immediately 
2nd not required 
Call for vote 
2 opposed, 0 abstentions 
PASSED 
 
MOTION from committee to approve proposed budget as presented 
Call for vote 
3 opposed, 0 abstentions 
PASSED 
 
Nominations for donation to 501 c (3) 
Adaptive Sports Connection (ADS) 
Believet-Canine Service Partners  
Blue Star Ranch 
Brothers of Valhalla Military and Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club 
Central Valley Veterans in Clovis, CA 
Eagles OPS Foundation 
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. 
Homes for the Brave  
National Veteran Memorial & Museum 
The James R. Barrett Foundation  
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Iraq and Afghanistan War Memorial, Inc. 
ORVA-Project 4 Hope 
Woody Williams Foundation Memorial Monument- Fort Wayne, IN 
Central Midlands Transitional Retreat- Lexington, SC  
 
Ballots passed out to convention body and returned. 
 
BREAK 430PM-435PM 
 
Chaplain Carla Brodacki closed the Bible 
 

XXII. Ship Thrifty Presentation 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:25PM 
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Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 
2023 Convention 

Draft Minutes 
August 2, 2023 

I. National President, Stacy Anders, called to order day two (2) of the 80th Annual Convention of 
the Blue Star Mothers of America, inc. at 8:35AM  
 
Chaplain Carla Brodacki opened the Bible  
 

II. Credential Report was presented by 1VP, Rebecca Stafford. There are 201 delegates and 20 
alternates present for a total of 221 members 
 

III. Convention Chair Report- Updates given by Amy O’Campo 
 

IV. 1VP Training  
 

V. 2VP Training 
 

VI. Recording Secretary Training  
 

VII. National President announced 501 c (3) donation awardees: 

1. James Barrett Foundation 
2. Eagle Ops 
3. Blue Star Ranch 
 

BREAK 1025AM-1035AM 

XXIII. VAVS Convention Project and VA Presentation 
 
LUNCH 12:00PM-1:20PM 
 
Chaplain opened the Bible  
 
Convention Chair gave updates and reminders 
 

XXIV. 3VP Training 
 

XXV. 4VP Training 
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XXVI. Financial Secretary/Treasurer Training 

 
XXVII. Chapter Reports  

 
XXVIII. Gold Star Mother Patti Elliott 

 
BREAK 3:15PM-3:40PM 
 
Chaplain closed the Bible  
 

XXIX. Presentation by Joyce Fabian  
 

XXX. Smoky Mountain Service Dogs Presentation  
 

XXXI. Big Dipper Fun Night  
 
Chaplain Carla Brodacki closed the bible. 
 
Meeting Adjourned  
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Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 
2023 Convention 

Draft Minutes 
August 3, 2023 

I. National President, Stacy Anders, called to order day three (3) of the 80th Annual Convention of 
the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. at 8:30AM 
 
Chaplain Carla Brodacki opened the Bible  
 

II. Credential Report was presented by 1VP, Rebecca Stafford  
199 delegates and 20 alternates  
 

III. Convention Chair Report was presented by Amy O’ Campo 
 

IV. Big Dipper Auxiliary Meeting and Elections  
 
Announcement by National President that Big Dipper Installation will be held after the close of 
business.  
 
LUNCH 1:15Pm-2:15PM 
 
PNP Judy Dorsey opened the Bible 
 

V. VAVS Presentation by Anne Parker 
 

VI. Mentoring Presentation by Denise Guerra  
 

VII. National President’s Remarks  
 

VIII. Chapter Reports 
 

BREAK 3:40PM-3:55PM 

IX. Tim Maggart Concert  
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Adjournment 
Dinner on own 

 

 

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 
2023 Convention 

Draft Minutes 
August 4, 2023 

I. National President, Stacy Anders, called to order day four (4) of the 80th Annual Convention 
of the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. at 8:00AM 
 
Chaplain Carla Brodacki opened the Bible  
 

II. Credential Report was presented by 1VP, Rebecca Stafford  
197 delegates and 20 alternates  
 

III. Review of Tellers and Judges 
 

IV. Explanation of ballots and voting rules  
 

Non delegates moved to the back of convention hall and a head count was taken of 
delegates present for election for a total of 190 voting members, a majority of 96 votes is 
needed to be elected. 
While ballots are being counted, Chapter reports will be read. 
 
The floor was turned over to Carol Sanchez, Election Chair 
 

V. Election of Officers  
 
National President 
Rebecca Stafford-MO5* 
Charilyn Damigo-CA39 
 
1st Vice President 
Karen Stillwell-OH9* 
 
2nd Vice President 
Karla Keller-MN11* 
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3rd Vice President 
Jackie Ransom-MI194 
Brenda Bingham-OK11 
Lucie Cutts-MN7 
Sylvia Gaxiola-CA52 
 
Revote for 3rd Vice President 
Jackie Ransom-MI194* 
Sylvia Gaxiola-CA52 
 
Chaplain closed the Bible 
 
BREAK 9:30AM-9:45AM 
 
Convention was reconvened and Bible was opened by Chaplain Carla Brodacki 
 
A headcount was taken of delegates present for election; a total of 189 were present, a 
majority of 95 votes needed to be elected. 
 
 
4th Vice President  
Brenda Ternullo-CA15* 
Charilyn Damigo-CA39 
 
Recording Secretary  
Jan Rusk-CA27 
Cheree Barrett-TX13 
Amy Jo Hutchinson-OH57* 
Doreen Berggren-CA9 
 
Revote for Recording Secretary 
Jan Rusk-CA27 
Amy Jo Hutchinson-OH57* 
 
Financial Secretary 
Sonya Kay-IL6* 
 
Treasurer 
Althea Tennill-MO5* 
Carrie Stout-MI19 
 
No new Business 
 
Remarks for the Good of the Order and closing remarks from National President Stacy       
Anders  



 

11 
 

 
Chaplain Carla Brodacki closed the Bible  
 
80th Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. Convention was adjourned 
 
Installation of the 2023-2024 National Officers 
Installation of the 2023-2024 National Big Dipper Auxiliary Officers  
 

 

 
 

 









































Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc.
2023-2024 Budget

 2023-2024 
Budget 

Income

   25% LOGO USE Donation 100.00$           

Convention 2023/2024

   Convention Registration 44,400.00$     
   Convention Sponsor/Fundraiser 4,000.00$        
   Fundraiser 5,000.00$        
   Silent Auction 6,000.00$        
   Vendor Tables 600.00$           

60,000.00$     

   DONATIONS/SPONSORSHIPS

      CFC Donations 750.00$           
      General donations 1,500.00$        
      Parke Memorial  Scholarship Income 2,000.00$        
      President Project ‐$                 
      VAVS Fund - Restricted Funds 7,000.00$        
   Total DONATIONS/SPONSORSHIPS 11,250.00$     

   FUNDRAISER

      ONLINE STORE 15,000.00$     
         Yearbooks

      Total ONLINE STORE 15,000.00$     
   Total FUNDRAISER

   Funds from closed chapters 100.00$           

   Membership

      Chapter Membership Dues 55,000.00$     
      Charter Fee 150.00$           
   Total Membership 55,150.00$     

Total Income 141,600.00$   
Gross Profit

Expenses

   Advertising/Public Relations 2,500.00$       
   Awards

      Chapter Grants 7,000.00$        
   Total Awards 7,000.00$       



   Bank Charges 500.00$           
      Checks 200.00$           
   Total Bank Charges 700.00$           
   Commissions & Fees

      CFC Application Fee 1,500.00$        
   Total Commissions & Fees 1,500.00$       
   Conference Call 300.00$           
   Conventions

      2024 Convention Expenses 33,000.00$     
   Total Conventions 33,000.00$     
  National DC REP 300.00$           
   Donations

      WIMSA 1,000.00$        
      Parke Memorial Scholarship 2,000.00$        
      VAVS Fund-Restricted Funds EXPENSE 7,000.00$        
      VAVS Matching Funds 3,000.00$        
   Total Donations 13,000.00$     
   Dues & Subscriptions 2,000.00$       
   Fundraising

      National Fundraising ‐$                 
     On Line Store Expenses

          Inventory Purchases 7,000.00$        
         Online Store Postage/Shipping 3,000.00$        
      Total On Line Store Expenses

   Total Fundraising 10,000.00$     
   Insurance 3,500.00$       
   Legal & Professional Fees

      CPA 10,000.00$     
      Legal Fees 1,500.00$        
      Parlamentarian 2,500.00$        
   Total Legal & Professional Fees 14,000.00$     
   Management Expenses

      Ambassador Fund 6,000.00$        
   Total Management Expenses 6,000.00$       
   Merchant card processing 6,000.00$       
   Office Expenses

      Management

         General Office Supplies 200.00$           
      Total Management 200.00$           
      Program

         PO Box 300.00$           
      Total Program 300.00$           
   Office/General Administrative Expenses ‐$                 
   Total Office Expenses 500.00$           



   Past National President Pin 50.00$             

   Program Expenses

      Flowers & Wreaths 750.00$           

      National Appointed Offices

         National By-Laws Chair 600.00$          
         National Chaplain

            Gold Star Mother Mailing

         Total National Chaplain 3,200.00$       
         National Convention Chair ‐$                 
         National Finance Committe Chair 50.00$            
         National Historian 250.00$          
         National Patriotic Instructor 250.00$          
         National VAVS Rep

            VAVS Conference 4,500.00$        
            VAVS gifts & postage 500.00$           
         Total National VAVS Rep 5,000.00$       
        Veterans Day National Committee Pins ‐$                 

      Total National Appointed Offices 9,350.00$       

    National Officers

      National President 1,000.00$       
      National First VP 250.00$          
      National Second VP 250.00$          
      National Third VP 250.00$          
      National Fourth VP 250.00$          
      National Recording secretary 300.00$          
      National Financial Secretary 250.00$          
      National Treasurer

         General Office Expenses 500.00$          
         Postage 750.00$          
      Total National Treasurer 1,250.00$       

     Total National Officers 3,800.00$       
   Total Program Expenses 13,900.00$     

Officer Equipment, software 4,000.00$       

   Quick Books on line 2,400.00$       
   Repairs and Maintenance 200.00$           
   Shipping Expenses 2,500.00$       
   Taxes & Licenses ‐$                 
   Travel & Lodging



      Mid-Year Executive Board Meeting 7,000.00$        
     Gold Star Mothers Day (Pres) 1,000.00$        
     Veterans Day (Pres, Hist, Patr & DC Rep) 3,500.00$        
     Dept Conventions (Pres x 3 conv's) 2,000.00$        
     Memorial Day (Pres, Hist, Patr & DC Rep) 3,500.00$        
     National Convention 15,000.00$     
     Special Events 3,000.00$        
   Total Travel 35,000.00$     
   Veterans Day Committee Dues 200.00$           
   Website and Database ‐$                 
       Website Hosting/ Webmaster 12,000.00$     
   Total Website and Database 12,000.00$     
   Yearbooks

      Archival 100.00$           
   Total Yearbooks

Total Expenses 170,650.00$   
Net Operating Income 141,600.00$   
Net Income/(Loss) (29,050.00)$    

NOTES:

  Regrouping of expenses to match events rather than using 
President's Travel as a "catch-all"
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