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October 2024 

A message from our National President 
 
 
 
 

Dear Sisters, 
 
The second half of September and the first serval weeks of October 
have been a bit of a whirlwind. Teresa Sumners and I had the privilege 
of attending Gold Star Mothers Day Weekend in DC, where we  
presented five of the Gold Star Mothers National Board Members with 
a banner honoring their hero.  
 

Dept. of Ohio Convention National Executive Board Attendees: 

Judy Dorsey/PNP, Jacqueline Ransom/3rd VP, Karen Stillwell/1st VP, Barb 

Cook/Dept. of OH President, Rebecca Stafford/National President, Amy Jo 

Hutchinson/Recording Secretary, Stacy Breithaupt/Treasurer 

October 4-6, I attended the Department of Ohio Convention 

Congratulations to their new Board: President Barb Cook; 1VP Sherry 

Mikesell; 2VP Sherry Cullison; RecSec Angela Monroe; FinSec Marie 

Taylor; Treasurer Gretchen Schmitz. 
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It is always great to attend the Department Conventions and have quality Sister time – thanks so 

much! I am looking forward to Michigan at the end of this month. 

 

We are VERY close to signing the contract for our 2025 Convention so be watching for some Conven-

tion Chatter to start rolling out. I’m very excited about next year’s Convention. Being a training year, 

we are taking a step back to my first Convention, 2016, and having actual breakout sessions. You will 

have the opportunity to select the sessions you wish to attend, then spend an hour + diving deep into 

how that job is performed at the National level and have quality Q&A to see how you can do better 

at the Chapter level. Don’t forget, the Chapters can hold fundraisers to help offset the cost of sending 

their Delegates. I encourage each Chapter to send at least two members to soak up the training and 

bring information back to your Chapter. 

 

As always, my door is open to anyone who has questions. Please don’t  

hesitate to reach out to me or any of our National Officers as we are here  

to help everyone. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Becky 

Rebecca Stafford 

National President 

This past weekend, I attended the Department of Minnesota Convention 

Congratulations to their new Board: President Jen Pecarina; 1VP Theresa Hawkinson; 2VP Tish Carlson; 3VP 

Mary Johnson; RecSec Pam McCabe; FinSec Karla Keller; Treasurer Jeanne Ullmer.  

*See their full page of Highlights from the Convention on page 42* 

Dept. of Minnesota Convention National Executive Board Attendees:  

Lynn Feldman/PDP of Ohio, Sonya Kay/4th VP, Jen Pecarina/Dept of MN  

President, Rebecca Stafford/National President, Karla Keller/2nd VP 
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American Gold Star Mothers Past  

President Pam Stemple, Current  

American Gold Star Mothers President 

and National Blue Star Mothers  

Parliamentarian Patti Elliott with National 

Blue Star Mothers of America President 

Rebecca Stafford on RED Friday 

Gold Star Mother Nichole Chilton, 

Patti and Rebecca at the  

American Gold Star Mothers Banquet 

Patti laying the wreath representing 

American Gold Star Mothers at  

Arlington National Cemetery 

During the banquet Rebecca had the honor of presenting these Gold Star Mothers 

with their service banners that they had previously not received.  

Left to Right: Sherrie McGhee, Nichole Chilton, Patti Elliott, BSM President Rebecca 

Stafford, Rose Duval and Theresa Karlson. 

Teresa 

Sumners/DC 

Rep and  

Rebecca 

ready for the 

banquet 
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1vp@bluestarmothers.us 

mailto:1vp@bluestarmothers.us
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www.treering.com/validate 

http://www.treering.com/validate
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Anne Parker, VAVS Representative 
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Webmaster@bluestarmothers.us 

Webmaster@bluestarmothers.us 

mailto:Webmaster@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:Webmaster@bluestarmothers.us
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed  

and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you. 

 We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in  

Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month.      

The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the  

last time someone speaks your name.  We hope you will not let them be forgotten. 

National Guard 

Alfred Daniel McLean 

Darrell Haney 

Frances Moak Cole 

Johnny R Morrow 

Juan Medardo Biberos 

Army 
Acey Lester Lewis 

Alberto Villarreal 

Allen D. Westerman 

Alvis Gene Johnson 

Andrew George Jackson 

Anthony Broude 

Anthony Green 

Ardella Annette Briggs 

Aubrey “Papa Bear” Blue 

Benny Rofulowitz 

Bobby Gene Hammons 

Bruce Daniel Crowe 

Calvin James Bootsma 

Caramel Lasheal Jones 

Carl Timothy ‘Tim’ Davis 

Carlon Dwayne Drakes 

Cesar A Pinzon 

Charles "Chuck" E Rudler 

Charles “Chuck” Tidey 

Charles Clifford Price 

Charles Ottman 

Charles Prescott Banghart 

Charles R. McKain 

Charles Sylvester Country-

man 

Christopher J. Cramblet 

Clarence P Jenkins 

Claude “Bruce” McTire 

Clyde Brown 

Cornie Ray Sneller 

Dale Daniel Hagarty 

Dale E. Fryman 

Daniel Ray Claunch 

Daniel Short 

Danny Dudek 

Danny Jay Hill 

Danny Shea 

David E Richard 

David F. Edes 

David Lee Scott 

David Mark Turner 

Dennis F. Regnier 

Dennis Joseph Long 

Diane E. Rapp 

Donald Child 

Donald Darrell Miller 

Donald “Don” “Tommy” 

Thomas Dobbins 

Donald E. Welsch 

Donald Higgins 

Donald Lynn Rounds 

Donald Shaffer 

Donald “Skip” Matthews 

Donald Smith 

Donnie Driggers 

Dylan Kyle Stevenson 

Earl Clayton Gatlin Sr. 

Eddy Cordero 

Edward Howard Bowen 

Edward Nauss 

Edwin Henry Milford 

Elbert L. Keefaurer 

Elbert Lowery 

Elvin G. Davis 

Eudale Finn 

Eugene Arthur Malliet 

Everett C “Cliff” Grantham 

Floyd R.M. Dolin 

Fred Clemens 

Frederick Carl Schneider Jr 

Garfield McQueen, Jr 

Gary Don Swearingin 

Gary Edward Luck 

George E. Graham Jr. 

Gerald Eugene Fite 

Gerald John Dandridge 

Glenn Marvin Jennings 

Gordon L. Seville 

Gregory Murrell 

Gregory R. Parks 

Gregory Russell Sanders 

Harkless Williamson 

Harlan L. Bradford 

Harold Ray Williams 

Harry Lee Peterson 

Helen Hall 

Herbert Katz 

Howard Chun 

Howard Eugene Modrell 

Hubert Leon Cates 

James A. Ohrich 

James Coleman 

James Dougherty Jr 

James Elbert Burney 

James F. McArthur 

James Franklin Burkett 

James Leland Sills 

James M Hayden 

James Ronald Belt 

Jerry Ray Karriker 

Jerome James Minnicks, Jr. 

Jessie J. Stafford, Jr. 

Jesus DeLuna 

Jesus Hernandez 

Jimmy Will Harkness 

Joe McEnroe  

Joel Wayne Cook 

Joel William Brown 

Johan De Ruiter Jr. 

John C. Kobasco 

John David Porter 

John David Schrimpf, II 

John Frank McCune 

John Harper 

John Joseph Roy 

John “Johnny” M. Grant 

John L. Fennig 

John Louis Harrington 

John Michael Everett 

John Scott Blair 

Johnny Carol Jones 

Johnny Robert Brewster 

Joseph Allen Pettet, Sr. 

Joseph Anthony DeCurtis 

Joseph Lawrence Bradley 

Joseph Parker McCain Jr. 

Joseph Perry Jourdan 

Joseph Wilmer Voisine 

Judith “Judy” E. Sandbothe 

Keith B. Swartz 

Kenneth G. LaRue 

Kenneth Lee Boulware 

Kenneth Moss 

Kenneth Odell Sutton Sr 

Kenneth Ray Haines 

Kenneth Shaun Manning 

Kent Thomas Watson 

Larry Bazor 

Larry Wayne Ayers 

Larry Wright 

Lawrence David Bush 

Lawrence Gerling 

Lawrence Thomas Miller 

Leo A Yunker 

Leonard McDonald 

Leroy Joseph Schmoeller, Jr. 

Lonnell Bellamy 

Louis Bommelje 

Maurice Lamont Ansley 

Michael Edwin Wheeler 

Michael Handley 

Michael John Foster 

Michael Preston Burgess 

Michael R. Leech 

Nathan Jacoby 

Paul Ameny Jr 

Paul Arbin Stephens 

Paul E Franklin 

Paul J. Andrade 

Peter Ortiz 

Quinton Jerome Williams 

Ralph E. Bogar 

Ralph Neinz Zappe 

Ray A. Montgomery 

Ray E. Manspeaker 

Ray Harper 

Raymond Garvels 

Raymond Weldon Ueckert 

Reginold Ferguson 

Rene Torrez 

Richard A Lang 

Richard Allen Hendrickson 

Richard G. Klassen 

Richard Lee 

Richard Martinez, Sr. 

Robert A. Simpson 

Robert Clinton Saunders 

Robert H. Goldman 

Robert Harold Pirtle 

Robert Lee McCullam, Jr. 

Robert Luciani 

Robert Mackiewicz 

Rodney Royal 

Roger Clawson 

Roger Orrin Dennis 

Ronald Dean Burge 

Ronald Horner 

Ronald K. Westervelt Sr. 

Ronald Ray Grasty 

Roy Wayne Johnson 

Ruben Santana 

Sam Warren 

Santiago Machuca 

Stephen J. Emery 

Stephen W Sturm 

Tennis “Butch” Oliver Rich-

ardson, Jr 

Terrance Laverne Henry 

Terrence Michael Kaye Jr. 

Theodore Price 

Thomas Bruce Boyd 

Thomas Clark McCracking 

Sr. 

Thomas J Evans 

Thomas Marzette Vivins 

Thomas Pena 

Thomas Tennant 

Tomaso A. Santomauro 

Tony Dominguez 

Travis A. Boone 

Vernon Mace 

Victor Betancourt 

Victor Lopez 

Wayne Anthony Shields 

Wayne L Kadar 

Willard D. Strickland 

William Artis Massie 

William “Bill” Mitchell Huff-

master 

William Billy Marcus Sum-

mers 

William Chase Owens 

William Edward Kemper 

William H. “Bill” Gray Jr 

William H. Haynes Jr. 

William Hardin Hale 

William L. Weaver 

Willie Mathis 

Willie Sneed 

Winston D. Boyd 

Wyatt T. Galloway 

Kyle J. Lamphere/Marine 

Lock D. Aldrich/Marine/Air 

Force 

Guy Allen Berg/Navy 

Army Reserves 
James Timothy Killgo 

Michael B Slifer/Marine Res 

Navy 

Allen Wayne Smith 

Archie J. Boscardin 

Arthur Hugh Still 

Ben Santillan 

Bertram Edwin Moody 

Bruce McMillan Beeles 

Burdett (Buzz) Rust 

Carmen Whately 

Charles L. White 

Charles Perkins 

Charles Warren Haskell Jr. 

Charlie Wright 

Chester E. Mason 

Chester J. Szachor 

Clyde Thompson, Sr. 

Craig Steven Collins 

Dale Allen Gulledge 

David B Anderson 

David Gordon Adams 

David Hinman Foust 

Don H. Stancoff 

Donald Bergman 

Donald Loren Rhodes 

Edd Angel 

Edward Everett Shell 

Edward Stiffler 

Elmer W. Blanken 

Floyd Harold Strader 

Floyd Warter 

Frank A. Preuss 

Frank Comelis Coleman 

Frank Gambaccini 

Garrel Eagan 

Gary Don Lytle 

Gene Gregory 

George H. Archer 

Gerald D. Davis 

Glenn Kennedy, Jr 

Gordon L Smith 

Hal Lavergne Sr 

Harold Eugene James 

Harry Conrad Welter 

Henry Hodges Minor 

Henry Howard Simmons 

J N Henderson 

James Bernard Wiemann 

James Caulder 

James “Jamie” Carl Wain-

scott 

Joe Wilbur Holland 

Joel Wayne Johnson 

Joey Keith Gantt 

John Christian Glimmerveen 

John Gerard Heiderstadt 

John “Happy” Halapchuk 

John Puccio 

Johnnie Macon Kent, Jr. 

John Roger “Doc” Nagel 

Jon Lynn Shepard 

Joseph Richard Crutcher 

Joseph Winship Mongold 

Keith Parker Cowan 

Lawrence Olan Plaster 

Marcy L. Jamison 

Mark Keven Franks 

Mark Nathan Baker 

Maurice Joseph Couture 

Merle Leroy Jenkins 

Michael “Mike” David Rob-

inson 

Michael “Mike “ Herron 
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Navy continued 

Norman Cavis Hosking 

Raymond Bruce Lenk 

Raymond Petko 

Rex Givens 

Richard D. Kuhlman 

Richard L Hyser 

Richard Ventson Bennett 

Robert Allen Brown 

Robert G. Mark 

Robert J. Woodburn II 

Robert Joseph Malone 

Robert W. Bishop 

Robert W. Glover 

Roger Patrick Watts 

Romeo Villanueva Nacua 

Ronald James Norwood 

Roy O’Neal 

Rusty Ann Curtis 

Stanley Cooper 

Stanley Hickok, Jr 

Stanley Wells 

Stephen Daine Dugan, Sr. 

Steven T. Lucas 

Sylvester Trowell 

Ted Crum 

Thomas Byers Doner 

Thomas Edward Rossi 

Tommy Ardell Large 

Vincent Slyvester Bletch Jr. 

Walter Weier 

William A. Ethier 

William Beachel Turner 

William Hermosillo 

William L. Blevins 

William M. Putnam 

William Robert Buck 

Inocencio Delacruz Jr/Air 

Force 

Warren Montgomery Scott/

Air Force 

John Herschel Webb/Coast 

Guard 

Marine Corp 

Alexander Nozka 

Archie Hugh Lawson 

Bob Dixon 

Bradley Bert Fargerstrom 

Cameron L. Britton 

Charles B Wilson 

Charles E. Rollins 

Charles J Skewes Jr 

Chuck Gang 

Dana E Mitchell 

David F. Miller 

David Kelly Price 

Donald Lee Mason 

Dustin Ryan Rister 

Freddie Hendrix 

Gary Kaiser 

Gerald “Gerry” Emerson 

Gerald L. Miller 

James Allen Weeks 

James Zevelo 

Jedadiah John Boone 

Jimmie R. Johnson 

John Orlando Smith 

Joseph Durham 

Juan Ramos Castor 

Junior Moak Albritton 

Ken Santor 

Larry Allen Bruffy, Jr. 

Lonny Murl Livingston 

Louis Victor Forgione 

Lloyd Allen Todd Jr. 

Mario D Wilkins 

Melvin Dale Midkiff 

Michael T. Caruso 

Nathan Douglas Farley 

Orville Allen Hutchison 

Paul Mark O’Toole 

Ramon V Silvacoll 

Raphael Lennox Henry 

Richard Andrew Crook 

Robert Earl Severe 

Robert Eugene Francis 

Ronald Macumber 

Roy Orson Johnson 

Rudy C. Vigil 

Sean ‘Lucky’ Luchtman 

Timothy M. Huffman 

Vernal Titus 

William Hitzemann 

Willis “Bill” John Williams Jr. 

David Henry Hunt/Air Force 

James Edward Johnston/

Army Reserve 

John G. Atteberry/Navy 

Coast Guard 

Dean Eagle 

John D. Skipper Jr. 

Paul J. Tulleners 

Ronald S Duncan 

Roy Edward Paul Sr 

Coast Guard 

Alan Deloy Massey 

Allen Vance Johnson 

Alton Burley Conerly Jr. 

Alvin Cripe 

Arthur Lloyd Riley 

Bennett Hodge Jr. 

Bill Matney 

Billie G. Mobley 

Billy Bob Lane 

Bruce L. Johnson 

Carl David Hempe 

Charles John “Chuck” Blow-

ers 

Christopher Thomas Wilson 

Clarence L. Wilber 

Dale Dantzic 

Dan Thomas Gray 

Daniel Alan Lewis 

David Joseph Storey 

David L. Good 

David Lee Nimrod 

David Neal Williams II 

Donald Gerald Devine, Jr 

Earl Edward Walker 

Francis “Frank” Marczyk 

Frank Lyman Ruby 

Gary James Machovina 

Graham Anthony Rogers 

Harry Scott Pate 

Horace Greene 

Howard Edward Bartlett 

Jack Thomas Reese 

James Albert Kaufman 

James Arthur Terry 

James Francis Bauer II 

James Franklin Whalen, Jr. 

James M. Farmer 

James S Hoefener 

Jerry Wallace McNeal 

Jim King 

John William Keabler 

Johnny Gentry 

Jon Dennis Welder 

Joseph John Lewis 

Joseph John Marzec Jr. 

Joseph Phillip Wojtal 

Kenneth Ray Bays 

Kenneth Ray Caudle 

Kenneth Wayne Glass 

Kenneth Wendell Peartree 

Kermit Ellis Jones 

Kevin Brion 

Kevin Patrick Collins 

Larry Donald Wagner 

Larry Price Aulgur 

Lawrence R. Carey 

Lemuel Hood 

Mark Damion Skerrett 

Marshall Lloyd Akins 

Mary Ann Thatch 

Melvin Anderson 

Michael Doggett 

Michael Keith Patrick. Jr. 

Michael Merdith Moreland 

Michael Wayne Pina 

Ned Marion Sanders 

Otis C. Lampkins Jr. 

Pedro Navejar 

Reginald Richmond 

Richard Carl Giles 

Robert “Bob” LeBlanc 

Robert Dermont 

Robert E. Hemberger 

Robert Henry Butler 

Robert Leedy 

Robert Louis Gibson 

Roger Charles Hallada 

Ronald Lee Bartlett 

Scott A. Gilmore 

Stephen Burgus 

Steven Lamont Grace 

Steven Roy Sigman 

Thomas Allen Holley 

Thomas Earl Snyder 

Thomas Edward McKinney 

Thomas M. Rourke 

Thomas Vane Higgins II 

Venneth Jerome McDonald, 

Sr. 

Wayne Arthur Brown 

Will H. Lehman 

William Frederick Fischer 

William H. Ballard III 

William Kosanke 

William Mark Hayes 

Daniel B. Webb/Army 

Christopher Thomas 

Greene/Army 

Dennis John Latour/Army 

Joseph D. Duncan/Army 

Sherman Walter Ludwig/

Army 

 

 

 

Branch Unknown 

Holly Charette Ride 

Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed  

and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you. 

 We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in  

Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month.      

The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the  

last time someone speaks your name.  We hope you will not let them be forgotten. 
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Sharon (Sherry) Kramer  

MI 178 

Past Department of Michigan President  

 

Sharon was ill this past year.  Being ill, did not stop 

Sherry from leading us and participating in our  

chapter activities whenever she could.  

Sherry will be missed by all her Blue Star Sisters. 
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We would like to welcome new chapters to  

Blue Star Mothers of America, Incorporated!  
Welcome to our newest chapter,  NC 18. The new board was installed, via zoom,  

on September 16th and they have nine members.  

Sending best wishes to all of them as they start this new venture! 
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On Monday, Sept. 16, Vicki Daniel and Anita  

Wagner were honored to represent  OH1 and  

witness the dedication of the statue of President 

Abraham Lincoln at the Dayton VA Center. The 

statue depicts Lincoln signing the legislation that 

established a network of national facilities to 

care for Civil War soldiers. President Abraham 

Lincoln made a promise in 1865 to “...care for 

him who shall have borne the battle and for his 

widow, and his orphan...” and he signed the  

legislation to establish a system of soldier’s 

homes to care for veterans. The Dayton Soldier’s 

Home was one of the three initially authorized 

and it is known today as the Dayton VA Medical 

Center. Spirit of Freedom Chapter OH1 of Blue 

Star Mothers of America is proud to be an  

Ambassador Sponsor of this monument.  

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. continues to 

carry on President Lincoln's mission to care for 

our veterans and their families.  
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Welcome to Our New Board!  

Ohio True Blue Chapter 15 installed our board members for the 2024-2025 service year. Their dedication truly makes a 

difference in the lives of many. We are grateful for their dedication to supporting military families, veterans, and the 

community. Their commitment and passion play a crucial role in making a positive impact. 

Looking forward to a great year! Congratulations ladies!! 

L-R:  

Gretchen Schmitz/President 

Karen High/Vice President  

Deanna Theis/Treasurer 

Vicki Peters-Wills/Financial  

Secretary 

Debby Wadham/ Recording  

Secretary 

We also have two new alternates 

with us in this year of service.  

Mary Evans/Alternate Patriotic   

Instructor  

Theresa Daniels/Alternate       

Chaplain.  
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After meetings we  often do crafts. We recently created tumbler designs. Keeps our ladies 

busy bonding, while we chat about things. Great to support one another.  

We recently got to take a boat cruise and had dinner on the water.  

Board Elections entailed a fun pool party afterwards.  

Always making great memories together.  
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ID 3 The Treasure Valley Blue Star Mothers of Idaho – ID3 

had a two-part mission in September for our Homeless 

Veterans.  

On Sept 21st, we packed 250 Cinch Sacks with beanie caps, socks, 

gloves, comb, deodorant, lotion, shampoo, body wash, toothbrush, 

toothpaste, flossers, Kleenex, Girl Scout Cookies, and plenty of snacks.    

On September 28th, we handed out our Cinch Sacks and fleece ponchos at the Homeless Veterans Stand Down at Boise VA 

Our newly Elected Board for 2024-2025 is:  Christine Boyd – President,    

Cheryl Miller – 1st Vice President,   Christy McCabe – 2nd Vice President,      

Jennifer Michon – Financial Secretary,    Lori VanLeewen  - Treasurer 

and Deena Gardiner – Recording Secretary   
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Happy 20th Birthday to 

Blue Star Moms Houston TX-2 

We celebrated our 20th birthday in grand style! We had great fun and fellowship! Ronda San Filipo thanked our outgoing 

Past President with a heartfelt thanks. Dianne Rives, Past President, gave a beautiful speech recapping the beginning  

and how our chapter has grown over these 20 years. One of the founding members was able to attend and share she  

stories of motivation for starting a chapter in our area. We honored Jodie Eakins as our Blue Star Mom of the year!  

Congratulations Jodie! We also thank Jennifer Sheridan for creating a beautiful charcuterie spread for us.    



 27 



 28 

Ohio Buckeyes  

Chapter OH 26  

Installation of Kathy Root 

our new Financial Secretary 

by Pat Pell  

We had the honor of participating in the Gold Star Families Monument dedication ceremony on  

September 29 In Lorain County, Ohio.   

A few of our members were able to attend the Department of Ohio Convention.  Kathy Root and Molly Clark presented the 

flowers during the memorial service.  Pat Pell was awarded the "Shining Star" award for her many contributions to our 

chapter and the greater Blue Star Mothers organization.  We're so grateful for her many years of service and her expertise.  
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Karla and Debbie had a Blue Star Mothers information table at 

the Army National Guard,  334th Brigade, Engineer Battalion, 

Family Day. They connected with the Heroes, their families and 

other resource providers to collaborate with. Mothers who were  

present were very interested in how they can get involved.   

Donna from our chapter and 

Jeanne from MN7 presented the 

Marine Flag and Marine Cover  

for the Honoring our  

Children program at the  

Department of MN Fall Convention 

Karla/PDP and Dept. Chaplain assisted the  

Dept. 3VP Mary, from MN7, with the  

Memorial Service during the Dept  

Fall Convention 

MN 11 St. Paul 

Blue Star Mothers 
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During the September VA4 meeting, we had the honor of 

hosting David Gurskey, Director of Corporate Partnerships 

at Purple Heart Homes, as our distinguished guest speaker. 

He passionately described how Purple Heart Homes en-

sures that elderly and disabled Veterans of America have a 

secure and convenient place to live. Teresa Sumners, the 

VA4 President, proudly presented a Blue Star Mothers of 

America coin to David Gurskey, a veteran.  

Margaret Niemann, VA4 POW/MIA FLAG Bearer,  

assertively pinned the flag to commemorate  

POW/MIA Day with assistance from Barb DiMiceli.  

 Faye Mohler was recognized as VA4's  

inaugural Most Valuable Star Recruiter 

(MVSR) and was awarded a certificate and 

Stars and Stripes decor from Teresa (TJ) 

Sumners and Mary Kulesa.  

We are actively recruiting new members 

and recently welcomed Brenda Atkinson, 

with support from Natalie Foley and 

Catherine Elson.  

Burrous Snellings of the Knights of Columbus,  

Fr. Wattey Assembly 2888, invited VA4 to speak about 

the Blue Star Mothers Mission at their September 

meeting. We graciously accepted, and Mary Kulesa  

and TJ Sumners handled the presentation, with Debbie  

Snellings joining us. Their members had prepared 500 

beautiful hand-stamped cards for our deployed  

service members' care packages.  

In October, Alex and  

Lorena Ahmadi, owners 

of Sedona Taphouse,  

presented a check from 

their Monday Charity 

Night for $1,027 to Mary 

Beth Algert, Mary Kulesa, 

TJ Sumners, and  

Catherine Elson.   

We are busy elves  

finalizing preparations 

for our holiday  

community care  

packing event on  

November 2, 2024.  
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MN 7 
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Denhams Springs Fall Festival our Geaux 7 Booth 

Past President Trudy Dupuy with 

the Mayor of Central, LA and 

Mayor of Walker, LA at the  

Traveling Viet Nam Wall event 

Blue Star Mothers of Louisiana Geaux, LA 7  

Louisiana Chapter 1 and Chapter 7 at the Gold Star  

Family Day, which took place at Louisiana’s State Capitol in  

Baton Rouge, honoring our families that lost a loved one  

Gold Star Family Day 

At the Festival we took donations for Care 

Packages to send to our deployed military 

overseas, sold red white and blue jewelry 

and scarfs. We displayed our Military  

Hero Banners which we place in three 

cities for the month of November.    
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Wolf Creek Blue Star Mothers, CA53  

In August our chapter was invited to the first 

home high-school football game in Greenville, 

CA.  We were called out onto the football field 

to stand with our local American Legion Post 

#568 during the National Anthem. Our chapter 

was recognized as well as our active duty and  

Veteran children.   
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Department of Minnesota 

I'm honored to have been elected as the Department of  

Minnesota President for 2024-2025.  

I look forward to working with my board officers and the entire 

Department of Minnesota members to work the mission of  

Blue Star Mothers of America, Incorporated 

Friday night sisterhood dinner 

One of our  

speakers was 

Zach Johnson, 

Purple Heart 

recipient, from 

“Roger Up” He 

shared his  

story with us and Chapter MN 16 gave a generous donation 

of $1500 to support his mission of supporting our  Veterans 

and First Responders. 

We collected gently used sneakers for a fundraiser from “Got 

Sneakers.” It’s an easy way to earn a little money for tennis 

shoes that are just taking up space in our closets.  

Sorting through Dog Tags 

and pairing them up with 

their information cards we 

received from “We Will  

Remember” Read more 

about Connor (16 Years old) 

and his mission to not have 

our past fallen heroes  

forgotten. 

Www.wewillremember.us 

Sonya/National 4VP, Rebecca/

National President and Karla/

National 2VP and Dept  

Chaplain having some fun 

2024-2025 Dept. of MN Board: Treasurer Jeanne 

Ullmer; 2VP Tish Carlson; Recording Sec. Pam McCabe; 

President Jen Pecarina; 1VP Theresa Hawkinson; 3VP 

Mary Johnson and Financial Sec. Karla Keller 

http://Www.wewillremember.us
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Everyone wants to be the sun to brighten up someone’s life. 

Why not be the moon to shine on someone’s darkest hour? 


