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September 2024 

A message from our National President 
 

Dear Sisters, 
This past week, our Nation observed the 23rd Anniversary of the September 11, 2001,  
terrorist attack. An act that killed nearly 3,000 and injured more than 6,000 men, women and 
children. The loss of lives didn’t stop that day. We continue to lose many more throughout the 
years due to the aftermath of that attack and that sacrifice should never be forgotten. As Blue 
Star Mothers, many of our children chose to enlist during that time to serve and protect our 
country. You should be proud to have raised a Hero! 
 
Now, think about September 12, 2001. A day that brought a National together, a unity that we 
need to continue. Remember why our children made that commitment; remember you would 
not be a member of this organization if it weren’t for them; and remember that ALL of us  
either have or have had skin in the game. I encourage each of you to draw on that day….. 
bring harmony and unity back to our country, your Chapters and our organization. We don’t 
have to agree on every topic, but we all deserve a little respect for the sacrifices our children 
have made which gives us the right to our own opinions. I do ask that when you express your  
opinion, you do it in a sisterly manner. Be Kind, Have Patience, Give Grace! 
 
To provide an update from our recent Convention, the minutes are currently under review by 
the committee, so we hope to have these posted to the website soon. The Governing  
Documents are with our attorney, but in the meantime, we have posted those in draft format 
under the “Governing Documents” tab. Please feel free to refer to these documents and reach 
out with any questions you may have. You may send those to me, or directly to  
bylaws@bluestarmothers.us. 
 
We are in the “Grace” period of our membership renewal. If you have paid your Chapter  
directly and receive a renewal notice, please reach out to your Chapter first to ensure they 
have submitted your payment. Our National officers are working as quickly as possible to get 
all profiles updated. 
 
Our National 4VP as sent several documents regarding compliance. We hope you find this 
information helpful and will assist you in getting your compliance completed on time this year. 
Everything is due by December 1. Please remember, our fiscal year ended  
August 31, so you should have everything you need by now to complete the 
process. If you need assistance, PLEASE reach out to our National 4VP and she 
will direct you 
 
As always, my door is open to anyone who has questions. Please don’t hesitate 
to reach out to me or any of our National Officers as we are here to help every-
one. 

 
Yours in Service, 
 

Becky 
 

Rebecca Stafford 
National President 
 

mailto:bylaws@bluestarmothers.us
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As moms are renewing their memberships, or even joining for the first time, I often get  
questions about eligibility; who is eligible and how many “moms” can a service member have? 
 
To get clarification, I asked PNP Pat Soler, our recent Bylaws Chair for additional research so 
we would have the most updated information.  Her response was “let’s go to the source! Congress 
changed our Charter; let’s see what they said about who is eligible.” 
 
We reviewed the Congressional Record, which is the official record of the proceedings and  
debates of the United States Congress. Reading below, it is clear that the intent of Congress 
was to expand the membership of our organization; they specifically state that the goal was to 
include more women who were involved in supporting and raising service personnel. So yes, a  
service person may have multiple women that are eligible MEMBERS, not just Associates! 
 
From the Congressional Record: 

The National President of the Blue Star Mothers sent a letter to the Committee requesting that 
the Committee amend their Federal charter. The letter stated that: 

At the National Convention held in Grand Junction Colorado in August 2010 a resolution was 
passed by the convention body revising the language regarding eligibility. . . . As Mothers of   
American service members and veterans we recognize the changing family dynamics and have 
found it extremely important to include other “mother(s)” who have played a part in raising these 
military heroes and also those mothers who are not residents of the U.S. The additional change 
regards amendment to the original charter language of 1960 that included only the Korean    
conflict and prior years since our membership consists of mothers of all conflicts. 

6\Letter from Wendy Hoffman, National President, Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc., to Lamar Smith (Nov. 7, 

2011).December 6, 2011  

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—CHANGES IN MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA, 

INC. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 1541) to revise the Federal charter 

for the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. to reflect a change in eligibility requirements for membership. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. The text of the bill is as follows: S. 1541 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. MODIFICATION OF MEMBERSHIP TERMS. Section 30504 of title 36, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)—A) by striking the text preceding subparagraph (A) and inserting ‘‘she is a mother (meaning a 

woman who filled the role of birthmother, adoptive mother, step-mother, foster-mother, grandmother, or legal 

guardian) of a person who—’’; and (B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘in World War II or the Korean hostilities’’; 

and (2) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or is a citizen of the United States living outside the United States’’ before the 

period at the end. The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) and 

the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) each will control 20 minutes. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Texas. GENERAL LEAVE Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that all Members have 5  

legislative days with which to revise and extend their remarks and include extraneous materials on S. 1541,         

currently under consideration. The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there  objection to the request of the gentleman from 

Texas? 
 

There was no objection. 
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b 1700 Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume. The Blue 

Star Mothers of America was established during World War II and federally chartered in 

1960. The organization’s 5,000 members and 225 chapters provide support for our men and 

women in uniform and assist veterans’ organizations. According to their charter, the Blue 

Star Mothers also care for unsupported mothers. 

Membership in the Blue Star Mothers is open to a mother, an adoptive mother or step-

mother who lives in the U.S. of a child who serves in the Armed Forces or has served in the 

Armed Forces during World War II or the Korean War. 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE December 6, 2011 

Wendy Hoffman, the national president of the Blue Star Mothers, has sent a letter to the 

committee and requests that their charter be amended consistent with the resolution 

passed at their national convention. She stated the following: ‘‘As mothers of American   

service members and veterans, we recognize changing family dynamics and have found it 

extremely important to include other ‘mothers’ who have played a part in raising military 

heroes and also those mothers who are not residents of the U.S.’’ The Blue Star Mothers 

have also opened membership to mothers of children who have served in the military at 

any time. This bill makes the changes to the charter requested by the Blue Star Mothers. 

Our colleague SCOTT TIPTON introduced the House version of the bill, H.R. 2815, and the 

Judiciary Committee approved Mr. TIPTON’s bill by voice vote. This commonsense bill opens 

eligibility to ‘‘a woman who filled the role of birth mother, adoptive mother, stepmother, 

foster-mother, grandmother, or legal guardian’’ to a current member of the Armed Forces 

or to a child who has served at any time. To be eligible, the mother will not have to reside in 

the United States as long as she is a U.S. citizen. I urge my colleagues to support this bill to 

help enable the Blue Star Mothers to continue their wonderful work.  With that, I reserve 

the balance of my time. Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may   

consume.  S. 1541, the Senate version of H.R.2815, is another bipartisan bill to revise the 

Federal charter of the Blue Star Mothers of America. The revisions implemented by the   

legislation once again reflect minor changes recently made to the organization’s             

membership eligibility requirements. The Blue Star Mothers of America, representing the 

mothers of military servicemen and -women, has been a federally chartered organization  
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since 1960. The existing charter restricts members in three ways: A, members must be birth 

mothers, adoptive mothers, or certain stepmothers; B, members must be U.S. citizens          

currently living in the country; and C, the corresponding serviceman or -woman must be      

currently serving in the Armed Forces or must have served in World War II or the Korean War. 

Last year, at the organization’s national convention, the group adopted a resolution expanding 

these eligibility criteria. A conforming amendment to the Federal charter is needed in order 

make these changes operable. S. 1541, the Senate bill, was introduced by Senator MICHAEL 

BENNET of Colorado. Its House companion was introduced by Representative SCOTT TIPTON, 

also of    Colorado. The legislation makes three minor revisions to the organization’s charter:              

Colleague’’ being circulated. I hope people will sign on and that we will save the U.S. Postal 

Service. First, to expand the membership eligibility requirements to include foster mothers, 

grandmothers, female legal guardians, and all stepmothers; Second, it expands membership 

to U.S. citizens living abroad; Third, it expands eligibility to servicemen and -women who 

served in prior conflicts other than World War II and the Korean War. Our men and women in 

the military need all the support we can offer, so I applaud this effort by the Blue Star Mothers 

to provide the circle of support that the organization can provide. They do much to remember 

our servicepeople, and I appreciate their efforts. I support these changes, and urge my         

colleagues to support this legislation. I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, this is also another very bipartisan bill. The Blue Star     

Mothers is a wonderful group. I have met with them and I have wept with them. I’ve prayed 

for them and am grateful to them for their work. I’m grateful for my mother, who passed 

away in 1991, as the mother of a servicemember and my stepmother as well, now. What 

they’re asking for makes perfect sense, and I would encourage my colleagues to support this 

resolution as the Blue Star Mothers have requested. I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion offered by the gentleman from    

Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) that the House suspend the rules and pass the bill, S. 1541. The      

question was taken; and (two-thirds being in the affirmative) the rules were suspended and 

the bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on the table 

 

        We hope you enjoyed this piece of our history! 
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BSMA MentorIng 

As we start a new fiscal year in the organization, I thought it would be good to review the mentoring       

program with the membership. Every chapter is assigned a mentor. The  mentor is a member from another 

chapter and could be from anywhere in the United States. The mentors are appointed because of their    

experience in the organization, their leadership experience, their knowledge of the governing documents 

and the resources available to assist the chapters. 

 

Communication is an integral part of the mentoring program. The mentors communicate with the chapter 

executive boards on a regular basis. The mentors are available for the entire chapter membership. They 

welcome questions from all members, not just the president. As questions or concerns are brought to the 

mentor, she can answer the questions or find the answers within the governing documents or by asking the 

National Executive Board members (NEB) or committee members. The NEB is always available to all     

members and are open to questions or concerns but the mentors are another source of information for the 

members. 

 

The mentors meet quarterly and are trained on how to improve the mentor program. The mentors share 

ideas of activities, events, fundraisers and membership growing ideas with each other so they can share 

with the chapters they mentor. That is the reason the mentors are asking you to reply to their emails and 

let them know what you are doing. We want to know what has been successful and unsuccessful for your 

chapter. 

 

I encourage you all to find out who your mentor is and to utilize their talent to help your chapters grow!! If 

you don’t know who your mentor is, please email me (Denise Guerra) at mentor.chair@bluestarmothers.us 

and I can get you the contact information for your mentor. 

mailto:mentor.chair@bluestarmothers.us
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Anne Parker, VAVS Representative 

Our VAVS program offers a varied opportunity to volunteer and serve our 

veterans. One way, which most know about, is to volunteer within the lo-

cal VA facility, or with your chapter to hold an event or help with an event 

and, of course, make donations from the approved facility wish list. There 

is new opportunity since 2021. 

I would like to introduce you to the Compassionate Care Corp. (CCC)  

The “CCC” is a virtual social program where a volunteer calls a veteran and they have the opportunity to speak and     

socialize with someone different. Volunteers and Veterans are matched by mutual interests. The weekly calls can be 

scheduled for a mutually good time, but it is a weekly call the veteran can count on.  

With the holidays coming up, which for some can mean joy and families, for a veteran it can be a time of extreme     

loneliness and despair. Our CCC’s are phone buddies to reach out and let the veteran know that someone is there to 

speak with, laugh with and listen to them. Our volunteers are not there to solve problems or provide resources but just 

a compassionate, caring person. 

I asked one of our BSMA CCC volunteers for their thoughts and this is what she said.  

“At the close of our first telephone conversation at the end of February 2021, he said he “really appreciated having 

someone to talk to.”  During the ensuing years, we have talked about good and not so good times, strong family ties 

and those broken, fun times and challenging things. Now in 2024 the conversations continue. 

Compassionate Care Corp volunteers are needed now and our BSMA moms can offer their services by reaching out    

today and contact our National Representative, Anne Parker. vavs@bluestarmothers.us 

After contacting our National Rep. you will be appointed and the will need your background check and fingerprint       

requirements at the VA facility. The credentialling can be done at your nearest facility. 

 

“To fulfill President Lincoln’s promise to care for those who have served in our nation’s  

military and for their families, caregivers and survivors.” 

mailto:vavs@bluestarmothers.us
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed  

and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you. 

 We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in  

Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month.      

The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the  

last time someone speaks your name.  We hope you will not let them be forgotten. 

National Guard 

Ercell Ward Wegener 

Jimmie Garcia Jimenez 

Maximillano (Max) Romero 

Thomas Lechowicz 

Wendell Nicholson 

Army 

Aaron Biglane 

Alan Alvey 

Alan Blankenship 

Alanda Jackson 

Albert Brander, Jr. 

Alfred Wooldridge 

Archie Redmond 

Arthur Ray Hines 

Avery Harold Hardin 

Basil Huff 

Bill Broyles 

Bobbie Ray Davis 

Bradley Albert Timms 

Brian Cornell 

Burnet Junior Solie 

Cameron Price Clausing 

Carl A. Thrush 

Carl Donald Mittelhauser 

Carlton M. Kerr 

Cecil (CW) Brogan Jr. 

Celestino Candelaria 

Charles Allen Huls 

Charles Clifton McAlister 

Charles Francis Nassau III 

Charles M. McNeilly, III 

Charles Roberts 

Charles S. Foster 

Charles Selvin Stone 

Charles Wilbur Shryock 

Cleophus L. Sanders 

Clifford M. Toombs 

Clinton David Arbogast 

Dale Herbert Anderson 

Daniel Johnson 

Daniel Lee Munger 

Daniel Ralf Tardiff 

Danny Jeffers 

David Alton Whitacre 

David French 

David Switzer 

Deatri Andri Ikner 

Delbert Morrison 

Dennis A. Linville 

Dennis Gordon Dail 

Derek L. Pierce 

Donald Dewey Hole 

Donald Eugene Sides 

Donald F. Verhalen 

Donald G. Hymel, Jr. 

Donald Leroy Johnson, Jr. 

Donald Max Day 

Donald Sturgess 

Douglas J. Schell 

Duane Thomas Baughman 

Dwight Edward Carson 

Eddie Ambrose Kelley 

Edward Council Sheffield 

Edward Derrell Everitt 

Edward Michael Pelshaw 

Eldo Ediger 

Elmer Joseph Heck 

Etemuli Magalei 

Eugene Wayne Mahoney 

Eugenio Rivera-Munoz 

Felix Castro 

Felton Foster 

Floyd J. Hebert 

Forest Price Jr 

Francis Allen Keeton 

Frank Cain 

Frank Garcia 

Fred Myron Fansin 

Gallen E. Farney 

Gary Francis Scherlin 

Gary L McShan 

Gary Lee Myrick 

Gary Patrick Green 

Gene E. Little 

Gene Harrison Sapp 

Gene R. Kipp 

Gerald Russell 

Gerald Wayne Alexander 

Glenn Marshall Silvia 

Glenn Russell 

Gregorio L. Reyes, Jr. 

Harold Lloyd Gibbs 

Harold Ray Hutchinson 

Hector Areu 

Henry V. Oeser Sr. 

Herbert Dennis Murphy 

Jack E. Chipley 

Jack McClusky 

Jacob Warner 

James “Jim” Arthur Irving 

James “Jim” Francis Taylor 

James A. Purdy Jr. 

James Albert Girardier 

James Allen Holloman 

James Craigen 

James Edward Johnson 

James F. Harrigan 

James M. Hill 

James Rocky Isaacs 

James Rufus Wells 

James Schroeder 

James W Gastinger 

James Wayne Zachidny 

James Whittington 

Jason Lee Price 

Jeffery Gregg Morrison 

Jerome Samuel Dawson 

Jerry Crump 

Jerry L. Logan 

Jerry Lane Bussey 

Jimmy McCann 

John Henry Holladay, Jr. 

John L. Bowman, Sr. 

John M. Sheehan 

John Martin Horn 

John Max Powers 

John Steven Woodall 

John W McGee 

John W. Smith 

Jose Carmona 

Joseph A Peskie 

Joseph Colello, Jr. 

Joseph George “Joe” Novak 

Joseph M. Giffin 

Joseph Michael Flynn 

Joseph Paul Fourtner 

Joshua Ryan Nichols 

Julian F. Maldonado 

Keith Allen Wilcox 

Kenneth D. Smith 

Kenneth Dale Maloney 

Kenneth Forest Groves 

Kenneth Ray Arthur 

Kenneth Wayne Meaders 

Kevin Eric Pickett 

Kevin L Peace 

Larry Slaughter 

Lawrence Harden Sullivan 

Leonard R. Terlep 

Leons Brunenavs 

Lincoln Grubb 

Lowell Dale Weiss 

Lyle Wilhelm Wold 

Marc S Frank 

Mark Lagatta 

Marshall Wayne Cash Sr. 

Mayes Key 

Melvin L. Murray 

Melvin Willsey 

Merrel C. Solomon 

Michael “Turkey” Johnson 

Michael A. Harris 

Michael Anthony Cherry 

Michael Bullock 

Michael Garrity 

Michael Meyer Brettschnei-

der 

Micheal Pierce 

Nathan Lee Hise 

Nicholas Souza 

Oliver Charles Lucia 

Pat Kenneth 

Patrick C Messina 

Patrick James Kenny 

Paul “Pig” Dietrich 

Paul Accardi, Sr 

Paul D. Rose 

Paul Gaynor, Jr. 

Paul Hardy Darring 

Paul J Middlestadt 

Paul Potvin 

Peter Allen Groenewold 

Phillip Conrad Traul 

Phillip Jiminez Pineda 

Porter C. Powell 

Prentiss Yates 

Preston (Nick) Rowser 

Ramey Quinn 

Raymond Dennis Martin 

Richard Ayer 

Richard Carl Aldrich 

Richard Lee Level 

Richard Len Thomas 

Rickie White 

Robert “Bob” Bolduc 

Robert DeMello 

Robert E Conway 

Robert Elliott Manes 

Robert Eugene Humes 

Robert Joseph Quinn 

Robert Lee Stadtler 

Robert Leon Guest, Jr. 

Robert Lewis Holmes 

Robert Stephen Shipman 

Robert Wesley De Long 

Rocky B. Garbett 

Roger Dale Balsamo 

Roger Dale Stutts 

Romeo Salinas Carbajal 

Ronald Dell Williams 

Ronald E. Princeler 

Ronald Eugene Gonzalez 

Ronald Gene Calvery 

Ronald H Wheeler 

Ronald Louis Gordon Sr 

Ronald Raymond Vaughan 

Roy O’Neal Skinner, Sr. 

Roy Rutherford 

Rudy Rodriguez 

Salvador M. Diaz, Jr. 

Samuel Tukes 

Scott Vincent Cole 

Sean Jerome Thompson 

Shirley Eugene Parker 

Silvio Tony Tedesco 

Stanford Davis 

Stanley Arthur Newell 

Steve Serna 

Steven Michael White 

Steven Thomas 

Ted Wayne Handley 

Theodore ‘Rusty’ E. Willhite 

Theophilus Dwayne Inslee 

Thomas E. Humphreys 

Thomas Edward Delage, Sr. 

Thomas J. Mathis 

Thomas L. Wells 

Timothy Shelton Crowe 

Toby L Martinez 

Tommie Marius Fulwider 

Tommy Lee Troupe 

Tony Brian Durham 

Tony Cunningham 

Tony Keith Creech 

Tryphone S. Avros 

Vernon A. Davidson 

Victor T. Cardona 

Vincenezo J. Vaccaro 

Wayne A. Sterling Sr. 

Wayne K. Yoder 

Wilburn Adkins 

Wilfred Boucher Jr. 

William ( Al ) Alfred Ogram 

William Boston 

William Green 

William Harold Basham 

William Henry Burmeister 

William J. Orpi 

William Lester Taylor 

William McKinley Diehl 

William Michael Bowling 

William Ronald Sumter 

William Rosskelly 

Willie Charles Brunson 

Willie Strong 

Woody Woodward 

Yvonne Townes 

Z.B. Zeb Crass 

Zennie Peterson, Jr. 

Logan BC Hutson/Navy Res 

James Whitbeck McGee III/

Air Force 

Army Womens Corp 

Virginia Dye Mohs 

Navy 

Aaron Galvan 

Alan Morgan 

Alfred Robert Carroll 

Alvin Donell Stephens 

Andrew Hunter Jr. 

Andrew R McMaster 

Anthony L Jones Sr 

Anthony Robert Miceli, Jr 

Arlin Eugene Peeples 

Billy R Humphrey 

Brent Cockerham 

Charles D. McWhorter 

Charles Edward Cochran 

Charles H Benbrook, Jr 

Charles William Whelehon 

Clinton Nathaniel Drewery 

Curtis Leroy Hirsch 

Daniel Clay 

Danny Richard Thornton 

David Eckerd 

David John Steigleder 

David Leon Claywell 

David T. Bishop 

Dennis Dean Crain 

Douglas Steel 

Edmund George Norris, Jr. 

Edwin Chritilaw 

Elias Montez 

Elmer Johnson 

Elroy Edward Pugh Jr. 

Essa “Scott” Kennith Hor-

ricks 

Eugene Roe Wilson, Jr. 

Frank Milanesi 

Franklin H. Metcalfe 

Fredrick John Lehman 

Garnet Wayne “Doc” Sav-

age, Sr. 

Gary David Trantham 
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Navy (cont) 

George Allen Burnett 

George William Daw, Jr. 

Gerald John Smith 

Harold A. “Willie” Williams, 

Jr. 

Henry Leroy Vigil 

J E “Jay” Statham 

Jack “Joker” Delauter 

James Francis Kenney 

James Franklin Allen 

James Lee Ayers 

James William Kanouse 

Jay Fields 

Jerome “Jerry” Welna 

Jerry W. Fults 

Jerry Wayne Cranford 

Jesse V. Baily 

Jester F. Huggins 

Joe D. Repologie 

Joesph Michael Daugherty 

John Marion Hollenbeck 

John Wayne Newby Sr. 

John William Brazel 

Johnny Lloyd Knox 

Jose “Pepe” Calderon, Jr. 

Joseph Martin Hayden II 

Joseph Michael Daugherty 

Joseph Robert Miles 

Keith Wayne Montag 

Kenneth Ray Morris, Sr. 

Larry Lewis Lentz 

Lyle Earl Mullins 

Mark Andrew Favro 

Mark William Flatto 

Marshall Wayne Kotterman 

Matthew A. Roberts 

Michael “Mick” Lamar Dunn 

Michael Bernard 

Michael C. Adams 

Michael David Rodes 

Michael Don Hodson 

Michael Druse 

Michael Stuecken 

Monroe Wilson Brown 

Murray C Swindler 

Nile M. Chapman 

Orie Leroy Bowcott 

Patrick R. Wingfield 

Paul D. Rogers 

Phillip Craig Wood 

Raiza Benjamin Hamilton 

Richard D. Carter 

Richard Elliott Knupfer 

Richard J. Varela 

Richard W. Harris 

Ricky Griffin 

Robert Howard Giles 

Robert Milton Gross 

Robert Spencer Robertson 

Ronald Christian Lehmann 

Ronald L. McGill 

Ronald Steele 

Stephen Corgan Donnelly, 

Jr. 

Stephen Toth 

Steven J. Merrill 

Steven Lynn Lewis 

Terry Heller 

Theodore Barber Jr 

Thomas M Reitz 

Timothy Martin Mahoney 

Timothy Norbert vonder 

Heyde 

Todd Yeager 

Weldon Wayne Parker, Jr. 

Wendell William Smith 

Willard F. Troy 

Willard J. Kyle 

William “Bill” Warren Owen 

II 

William Lee Barnes 

Johnny Franklin Sykes/Air 

Force 

Richard Emmett Seals/Air 

Force 

Dennis Paul Salisbury/Army 

National Guard 

Earl Stanley Thompson/

Army Reserve 

William E Jobes/Air Force/

Army Reserve 

Marine Corp 
Adrien Rodriguez-Bonilla 

Albert Saunders Jr. 

Angel Jordan Garcia 

Antonio Perez Garza Jr. 

Arthur Rockey Ross 

Barry Barge 

Brian J. Bonfiglio 

David Henry Blanke 

Donald Allen Swinson 

Donald D. “Don” Schmidt 

Donald P. Dennison 

Donald Sloan 

Edward D. Barela 

Franklin Tony Burdett 

Gary Eugene Cooper 

Gary Evan Eggers 

Gary Young 

Gerald Bell Jr. 

Giuseppe Joseph Marino 

Hans Feierabend 

Harry Anthony Klahs 

Homer L. Milam Jr 

Homer Lee Milam, Jr. 

Howard J. Kyle 

Jack W. Brinkman 

Jake Marcus Davila, Sr. 

James “Jimmy” Vance 

James “Jimmy” Zevelo 

James A. Brewster 

James Lyons 

James Rodgers 

Jason A White 

Jay Paul Koffler 

Jerry Kirkland 

Jerry L. Dodd 

Jimmy Bollman 

Jimmy Ray Haynes 

Joe Gonzales 

Joel Patrick McCoy 

John Davis 

John Gaylord Parrish 

John H. “JR” Roberts 

John N. Brown 

John N. Bull 

Joseph “Joey” William Souza 

Joseph Parker 

Karl R. Rosbach 

Kelvin Errol Peters 

Khoa Dang 

Kristopher Raymond Griffin 

Lanny Ray Ross 

Lonny Murl Livingston 

Lucas Kane Nunes 

Michael Anthony Douglas 

Neal Munn 

Raul Gallardo Miranda 

Raymond D. Tirado 

Richard Wayne Harton 

Robert (Bob) J. Pallen 

Robert Lee Fletcher, Jr. 

Roberto Cardoza, Sr. 

Roberto Ramón, Sr. 

Roman Cordero 

Roy Ridley 

Ruben Juarez 

Sonny Pham 

Stanley Doyle Shott 

Stephen Johnson 

Thomas E. Seward 

Virginio Cortez 

Jerry Jordan Jr/Army 

Jonathon Zachary Hill/Army 

Coast Guard 

Gerald Alfred 

James Quick 

Air Force 

Alvin J. Pugh 

Bette Anne Diamond 

Bobby Ray Sager 

Burton F. Nieman 

Byron Earl Beets 

Calvin Lee Rucker 

Carl M. Albee, Sr. 

Charles Alen Short 

Charles Edward Davis 

Charles Frederick Burke 

Charles Michael Brown 

Cleon Charles Cannon 

Daniel Emil Schwebke 

Danilo “Danny” Torres Coro-

nel 

David “Popa D” Dattoli 

David Eugene Way 

David Frederick Clark 

David Jackson Sherrils 

David Wayne Beale 

Debra Lynne Cherry 

Denis Paul Hunady 

Deonidus Hendrick 

Donald Fauth 

Douglas John White 

Edward K Boyd 

Edward Lee Bitting 

Edwin Colwell 

Eldon Glen Cannon 

Floyd Harris Ivey III 

Francis A. Collins 

Frank Phillips Mitchell 

George Morgan 

Gerardo Javier Jaime 

Greg L. Stoffel 

Harry L. Vallery 

Henry “Al” Bryant 

Henry J. Mechel 

Hobart G Combs 

Hugh Frank Bridges 

Ivan Ray Lucius 

Jacqueline Jean Malone 

James L. Smith 

James L. Usher 

James Lester Roberts 

James R Sexton 

James Thompson 

Jessie Louis McClure 

John Allen Burt 

John R. Kite 

Jonas Green, Jr. 

Jose R. H. Trujillo 

Joseph Lyon Stemple 

Keith Ray Jungjohan 

Keith Warren Belair 

Kyle Stouder 

Larry Freeman 

Laura Anne Pinson 

Mark Joseph Vega 

Michael Laroy Eyer 

Neil Hamilton Dobbins 

Patrick J. Kirlin 

Paul B Cartter 

Paul Clement Stoff 

Paulino Palpallatoc 

Philip Jean Schena 

Phillip R. Hollis 

Ray Benton Russell 

Raymond Lee Carter 

Richard Anthony McGee 

Rick Rauh 

Robert “Bob” Dean Ritchie 

Robert Francis Kane 

Robert Franklin McLaurin 

Robert Maloney 

Robert Sherman Shanaber-

ger 

Robert Wayne Larkins 

Roger Kellen Ramirez 

Ronald Gene Logan 

Ronald Paul Schaffhauser 

Roosevelt Coleman 

Russell Heidelburg 

Scott Alan Mikkelsen 

Stacey Lynn Ward 

Steven Todd Stacey 

Teodosio Hernandez 

Terry Lance Mitchell 

Thomas Martin Ryan 

Thomas Mechell Jr. 

Thomas Wayland Kelly 

Wayne David Dufrene 

William Couch 

William Edward Byrd 

William Reed LeBlanc 

William Willis Pfenning 

Willie C Chislum 

Bobby J. Wolf/Army 

Michael Adams/Army 

Robert George/Army 

Vincent Regalado/Army 

Air National Guard 

Mark Anthony Moralez 

Michael Anthony Shay/

Marine 

 

Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed  

and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you. 

 We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in  

Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month.      

The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the  

last time someone speaks your name.  We hope you will not let them be forgotten. 
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Karen Kalie, PA 14, will be missed by her 

friends, family and Blue Star Sisters 
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A BIG thank you from the Bylaws Committee (2023 – 2024) 

 

We want to thank all of the members, chapters and departments for taking the time to 

read all of the proposed changes to our Governing Documents. We welcomed your input 

with open arms, and yes, enjoyed hearing vigorous debate on the floor! 

 

We especially thank you for your patience with us as we conferred with our  

parliamentarians to ensure that proper procedures were followed and that proposed  

language reflected the intent of the proposed amendment. 

 

Approximately 200 proposals were voted on by the delegates over 2 ½ days. The entire 

membership has benefitted from their attention to detail and their commitment to  

producing the best set of documents possible. 

 

In the coming weeks, the Recording Secretary will be finalizing a draft copy of the  

convention minutes and all of the changes to the Governing Documents; that draft will be 

reviewed by the Convention Minutes Committee and the NEB, then by legal counsel. After 

those reviews, the revised Governing Documents will be available via the website. 

 

Again, we thank you for your support, your patience and your humor during the 2 ½ days! 
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The Gavel Club would like to thank everyone who supported our shirt sales, boxes and coasters sale, parcel post 

and silent auction this year! The Gavel Club took in $512.92 in shirt sales, $540.00 in Parcel Post, $996.00 in the 

Silent Auction and $1,325.00 in the Boxes/Coasters sale for a total of $3,373.93. After expenses, we donated 

$2,765.00 to the Travis Mills Foundation which supports post-911 recalibrated veterans and their families through 

various programs to overcome physical & emotional obstacles, strengthen their families and provide well deserved 

rest & relaxation.                                                           

On behalf of all of Past National Presidents, thank you again for helping us to carry out our mission of promoting 

fundraising for 501(c)3 VSO’s and social activities. 

 

2024-2025 Gavel Club Officers                                                                                                                                                    

President PNP Jean Burlingame                                                                                                                                                   

Vice President PNP Judy Dorsey                                                                                                                                                   

Recording Secretary PNP Pat Soler                                                                                                                                               

Financial Secretary PNP Anne Parker                                                                                                                                            

Treasurer PNP Karen Stevens                                                                                                                                                                                           

PNP Margaret Bedard                                                                                                                                                                                                            

PNP Joyce Sanford                                                                                                                                                                                        

PNP Robin McCarthy                                                                                                                                                                              

PNP Cyndi Ventura                                                                                                                                                                                  

PNP Carla Brodacki                                                                                                                                                                              

 travismillsfoundation.org 

travismillsfoundation.org
http://www.travismillsfoundation.org
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On Thursday, July 18, Ohio’s True Blue 

Chapter 15 members Debby Wadham,  

Secretary and Mary Evans, Patriotic  

Instructor, teamed up with Wapakoneta’s 

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 1126 

to share a table and greet visitors at the 

annual Wapakoneta Moon Festival held in 

Wapakoneta, Ohio. Both organizations 

were able to inform and greet visitors 

about each of the organizations and  

encourage membership.  

Debby Wadham compares notes with 

VVA Chapter 1126’s secretary, Ace  

Ambos on the evening’s events  

Mary Evans takes a moment to chat 

with VVA Chapter 1126 Secretary 

Ace Ambos.  

Ohio Blue Star Mothers True Blue 15 attended the annual Veterans Day Event  

at the Allen County Fair on Friday, August 23rd. The Mothers passed out 184 

bottles of water and candy to the visitors over the course of the event. 

 

Attending were (from left) Kay Sellers, Historian; Karen High, Vice President, 

Teresa Daniel, Inside Guard, Betty Wharton, Treasurer and Debby Wadham, 

Secretary.  

The guest speaker at the Veterans Day event was Army  

Veteran Jessica Lynch. Jessica served in the 2003 invasion  

of Iraq. In March 2003, Jessica’s convoy was ambushed and 

she was seriously injured and captured. Her recovery by 

U.S. Special Operations Forces was the first successful  

rescue of an American prisoner of war since WWII and the 

first female P.O.W.  Today, Jessica speaks to various groups 

about overcoming her obstacles and how perseverance 

helped her survive then and still today.  
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Blue Star Mothers of the Lehigh Valley, Chapter PA201 

Chapter PA201 conducted our annual officer installation ceremony at the meeting on August 4, 2024.  The newly  

installed officers were welcomed with a rousing round of applause by all in attendance.   

The newly installed officers are as follows: 

Judith Miller, President 

Zoe Caruso, 1st Vice President 

Ellen Bernstein, 2nd Vice President 

Valerie Sapirman, 3rd Vice President 

Barbara DeStefano, Financial Secretary 

Trish Kutzor, Treasurer 

Joan Glover, Recording Secretary 

Officers from left to right:  

Joan Glover, Zoe Caruso (via Zoom), Trish Kutzor, Judith Miller, Ellen Bernstein, Barbara DeStefano & Valerie Sapirman 
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The St Paul Blue Star Mothers attended The 

Great Minnesota Get Together (MN State Fair) 

for Military Appreciation Day.  We joined other 

Blue and Gold Star Mothers from the  

Department of Minnesota in the parade.  It 

was heartwarming to see the cheers and  

support from the crowds as we went through 

the parade.  

Our Chapter met up at the Chanhassen Dinner  

Theater for the Carol King Musical “Beautiful.”   

It was a fun afternoon filled with sisterhood and  

music from long ago. 

Our chapter is proud to announce our 

newly elected Chapter Executive Board:  

Lynn – Treasurer 

Benita – 2VP 

Kathy -President  

Debbie- 1VP 

Donna -Recording Secretary  

Marilyn – Financial Secretary 

Karla - Chaplain 
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The Treasure Coast Blue 

Star Mothers were guest 

recipients at a local Bike 

Night fundraising event. 

The attendees were  

gracious, generous and  

we were so happy to  

have made some new 

friends and supporters.   
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Our new officers were installed at our September meeting and we are excited to 

begin our new year!  We have a full calendar planned working the mission.  
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Department of Minnesota 

We are fishing up our summer activities and getting ready for fall!  

On August 15 we laid to rest our Blue Daisy, Laurie Mandery, from MN 13. Laurie was a charter member and passed 

away August 7 due to cancer. She will be greatly missed by all her sister Blue Star Mothers. Laurie was a faithful      

member of MN 13 attending every event that her health would allow. She was a proud mom of a soldier and loved    

being a Blue Star Mother! 

On August 30 we laid to rest our Blue Daisy, Stella Huso, from MN 13. Stella joined the chapter at 102 years old after 

attending a Gold Star Mother’s Day Tea event. Her son Wayde was killed in Vietnam. She was 105 years, 7 months and 3 

days old when she passed away on August 11. Sharing a birthday with Elvis she loved the musician and had an Elvis    

impersonator perform at both her 100 year and 105 year birthday celebrations. As she requested, he spoke and sang 

Amazing Grace at her funeral. 

August 27 was Military Appreciation Day at the Minnesota State Fair. We had an information table where members 

took turns staffing it from 10-4, storms from the night before delayed the opening of the fair this day. At 2pm many 

mothers and associates and family members gathered for the annual parade. It was a beautiful day to be out              

representing Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc and honoring our heroes!  

Information table Jen Pecarina, Dept MN 

President, Amy Kellerhuis MN 13, Helen 

Helgeson MN 13 

Members, family and friends from chapters MN7, MN11, MN13 and MN16 participated in the 

Minnesota State Fair parade along with our “Heroes on Sticks” to go along with the fair theme.  

Stella on her 103 birthday. Final resting place for Stella in her gold casket next to her 

Gold Star Son, Wayde. Blue Daisy bouquet at Stella’s funeral, Dannell Hartung MN 

13, Jen Pecarina Dept MN President, Helen Helgeson MN13. Stella loved Elvis.  

Laurie Mandery at a chapter meeting. She was the 

Department of MN Shining Star in 2023. 

Final call ceremony Jackie Rassat MN 13, Jen Pecarina 

Dept MN President, Karla Keller Dept MN Chaplain.  

Blue Daisy bouquet at Laurie’s funeral. 
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