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KAREN STILLWELL
 NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Hello Everyone,

Happy April – and hello, spring! As the days grow warmer and flowers

begin to bloom, we are all energized by the same renewal in our

organization.

The Ohio N/S Conference was a wonderful event this past weekend –

great turnout, thoughtful planning, great food and clear action steps

that will deepen support for our mission. We look forward to meeting

in Michigan, this weekend and Minnesota the following weekend. I am

sure, their meetings will be productive as well, strengthening our

mission and bonding us together as one. Thank you to everyone who

gave of their time and talent to make these Department meetings

successful.

The National Convention in July is fast approaching and our

anticipation and excitement continues to rise. This is our moment to

amplify our voice, finalize National priorities, grow our organization,

learn together and build the networks that will carry us forward. If

you haven’t registered, booked your rooms, arranged travel, or

confirmed participation, please do so now – deadlines are near and

early planning makes everything run smoother. When you return,

plan to bring the knowledge and resources you gain at the Convention

back to your Chapter so we can all benefit from fresh ideas and best

practices.

How can you help!

*Click on the red tab link, marked Convention forms on the website,

and navigate through the forms you may need.

*Complete your reservation and book your room

*Bring one actionable idea from your Chapter to share during the

Convention training.



NATIONAL PRESIDENT 
CONTINUED

*Volunteer or contribute to the Convention, either through a

committee, Give Butter donation, the sponsorship form, the

President’s Project, and/or items for the Convention bag.

*Chapters - send in the sweatpants or gift cards for the VAVS Project.

*Chapter Presidents - don’t forget to submit the delegate form.

*Chapters - please consider sending an item to Convention for the

Silent Auction.

Looking forward to seeing you all in Ohio this summer!

See the April press releases below and pictures from the Department

of Ohio N/S Conference, honoring Military Kids with our Purple Up

Shirts!

Wishing you sunshine, blooming gardens, and renewed energy this

spring. Thank you for your dedication to our mission and our

organization – together we’ll make the 2026 Convention, a powerful

step forward for our organization and those we support.

Respectfully Yours in Service,

Karen

Karen Stillwell

National President 2025-2026

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc.

614-893-1180

president@bluestarmothers.us
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https://www.3rdandgoalfoundation.org/
http://www.bluestarmothers.org./
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SONYA STOWERS 
NATIONAL 1ST VP

Happy Spring! I hope you are getting some nice weather days and getting 

to enjoy some outdoors time!

New Memberships – We are getting many new members in Blue Star 

Mothers of America, Inc. – our organization continues to grow just like the 

flowers and trees outside. As you are meeting people who want to join, 

please encourage them to join online at  www.bluestarmothers.org. This is 

the preferred process – it is the quickest way to join and it provides for the 

fewest errors. If you do accept a paper application, please be sure it is 

legible and complete before uploading it with a Chapter Dues Submission 

or mailing it in. Remember that if you cannot read it, neither can I. If any 

information is illegible/missing it will take longer to process as we will need 

to collect that information before we can proceed.

Profile Access – Each of you has access to your profile on 

www.bluestarmothers.org. You can login and do many things! You can see 

information about Convention, the President’s Project, the Online Store 

and Spreadshirt, Big Dipper, Compliance, Financials, Governing 

Documents, and so much more. You can also update your personal 

information if you have had any changes to your contact information. 

Please email me if you have any issues accessing your profile, we can do 

a reset for you.

Renewal Season – Remember that renewal season will be coming up 

starting June 1st. Watch this space next month for more information!

If you have any questions or need any help, please reach out. We are 

here to support you and your Chapter!

Yours in Service,
Sonya Stowers, National 1VP
1VP@bluestarmothers.us
309-370-0712

http://www.bluestarmothers.org/
http://www.bluestarmothers.org/
mailto:1VP@bluestarmothers.us
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JULIE STRAW 
NATIONAL 

FINANCE CHAIR

The short 

answer: Yes. 

In the 

nonprofit 

landscape, 

subordinate 

chapters can 

and 

frequently do 

contribute to 

their 

nonprofit 

parent 

organization 

(in our case, 

National 

BSMA). This 

can be done 

by various 

means: 

financial 

support, in-

kind goods 

or services, 

or 

fundraising 

assistance, 

to name a 

few. But you 

may wonder 

why, or how, 

this aligns 

with our 

overall 

mission. 

Please allow 

me to 

provide a 

little 

backdrop so 

that you will 

understand 

the 

reasoning: 

National 

BSMA 

responsibiliti

es as our 

parent 

organization: 

Control and 

Autonomy: 

In an IRS 

group 

exemption 

setting, the 

parent 

organization 

must 

exercise 

general 

supervision 

or control 

over its 

subordinates

. BSMA 

accomplishe

s this 

through 

governing 

documents, 

financial 

policies, and 

discipline 

procedures. 

Written 

Agreements: 

The annual 

affiliation 

agreement 

details the 

legal and 

financial 

relationship 

between the 

department/

chapter/auxil

iary and the 

parent 

(national), in 

addition to 

providing 

written 

authorization 

to be 

included in 

the group 

exemption 

letter to the 

IRS.. 

Purpose: 

The parent 

is to direct 

the 

organization 

in support of 

its mission, 

in addition to 

making sure 

that all 

aspects of 

governing 

activities are 

carried out in 

compliance 

with the 

national 

charter* and 

IRS 

regulations. 

*The BSMA 

Charter 

Section 6 

defines what 

shall be the 

Governing 

Body of our 

corporation: 

“Sec. 6. The 

supreme 

governing 

authority of 

the 

corporation 

shall be the 

national 

convention 

(emphasis, 

mine) 

thereof, 

composed of 

such officers 

and elected 

representativ

es from the 

several 

States and 

other local 

subdivisions 

of the 

corporate 

organization 

as shall be 

provided by 

the 

constitution 

and bylaws: 

Provided, 

that the form 

of the 

government 

of the 

corporation 

shall always 

be 

representativ

e of the 

membership 

at large and 

shall not 

permit the 

concentratio

n of control 

thereof in 

the hands of 

a limited 

number of 

members or 

in a self-

perpetuating 

group not so 

representativ

e. The 

meetings of 

the national 

convention 

may be held 

in any State 

or Territory 

or in the 

District of 

Columbia.” 

The mission 

of BSMA is 

“to 

perpetuate 

the Blue Star 

Mothers or 

America, 

Inc., and the 

memory of 

all the men 

and women 

who have 

served our 

country as 

members of 

the Armed 

Forces; the 

further 

object of this 

organization 

shall be 

patriotic, 

educational, 

social and 

for service . . 

.” Since 

National is 

tasked with 

making sure 

that the 

corporation 

complies 

with its 

charter and 

its mission; 

and the 

charter 

requires a 

national 

convention; 

and the 

convention 

provides for 

elections as 

well as 

patriotic, 

educational, 

social and 

service (e.g. 

VAVS) 

activities; I 

believe you 

can follow 

the 

reasoning 

that 

subordinate 

chapters 

have a right, 

if not an 

obligation, to 

support the 

national 

convention 

by whatever 

means 

possible. 

This could 

be in 

representati

on by 

sending 

delegates, in 

fundraising, 

in donations, 

in 

contribution 

of ideas and 

feedback on 

governing 

matters, or 

merely in 

prayer for a 

successful 

convention. I 

hope this 

aids in the 

understandin

g of why our 

annual 

convention, 

and support 

of it, is of 

utmost 

importance. 

Please let 

me know if 

you have 

questions. 

Julie Straw, 

National 

Finance 

Chairwoman

A Message from Julie Straw 
National Finance Committee Chair
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BLUE DAISIES

CHRIS BEACH CA22

Chris was dedicated to 

serving our troops, veterans, 

fallen heroes, and wounded 

warriors. She was a true 

patriot and a cherished friend 

to all who knew her.

FOREVER IN OUR 

HEARTS YOUR

 SOARING EAGLE BLUE 

STAR SISTERS

CA14 Linda Patterson passed 

away in the morning of April 6, 

2026.  Linda, has been our 

member, of CA14, since 2006. She 

is a Double Blue Star Proud Navy 

Mom. Plus a Air force daughter 

and Marine Corps sister. She has 

a nickname "Angel Lady", 

because she has made tons of 

those paperclip angels. Which she 

has passed out over 50,000 angels 

to our Servicemen and Women. 

This was her love.

 We will miss her laughter, caring, 

and support. Heaven has really 

gained an Angel.  

CA14 Linda Patterson

CHRIS BEACH CA22
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OK 1
OK1 packed and shipped 

100+ grab n go 
breakfast,  lunch and n 

snack bags for the Tripler 
Fisher House in Hawaii.

OK1 enjoyed a night 
with hockey fans at the 
Tulsa Oilers Military 
Appreciation Night.

OK1 FinSec Marianna 
Moore and our most 

faithful member of all 
Mary Barnett, 92 years 
old and shows up every 
Saturday to open and 
close our office.  OK1 

loves these ladies!



FL 10
Mario County Honor Guard presenting colors 
at the Ocala Blue Star annual fundraising 
lunch where we had homemade cookies 
silent auction items and 50-50 as well as 
honoring all the Vietnam veterans present.
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OK 5

March ended with a huge donation of filled 
Easter Eggs for our local Veterans Home. 
Claremore Veterans Home holds an annual 
community, Easter Egg Hunt. This year they 
had over 15000 eggs donated and we were 
proud to have helped collect around 500! 
Thanks to Miller Swim School and BA 
CrossFit.
The Egg Hunt was April 4th, and we heard it 
was so much fun!

We also shipped out care packages to 3 
submarine crews. Thanks to BA CrossFit, 
OkARNG ACo based in BA & volunteers! 
Thanks to all who donate to our chapter to 
keep our items stocked and shipping paid for!



CA 25



TX 22



FL 11Honor Flight WPB

Honor Flight Melbourne

Honor Flight West Palm
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MN 16

Spring has arrived and our 

chapter is springing into 

action. Our annual craft show 

luncheon and bake sale 

fundraiser coincided with 

beautiful weather this year. 

Despite the sunshine 

tempting people outdoors, 

we served nearly 100 lunches 

and completely sold out of 

bake sale items.

Fun was had by all at our bi-

annual Dinner and Comedy 

Show fundraiser - with 

approximately 200 in 

attendance! Dr. Naomi Koenig, 

founder of Selah Wellness 

Clinic, served as emcee for the 

evening, and comedian Tim 

Harmston kept everyone 

entertained. The event also 

featured a variety of silent 

auction items that drew 

generous bids throughout the 
night.

After a brief rest, we launched into our April 
meeting, where we had the honor of welcoming 
Sharon Skaro, President of the Department of 
Minnesota. This was a wonderful opportunity to 
hear her message and for her to meet our members 
and associates. During the meeting, our chapter 
donated $800 to the Minnesota state fundraising 
project, supporting the Fisher House Foundation—a 
“home away from home” for service members, 
veterans, and their families.



CA 7



LA 7
We had a donation of 
over 150 cases of Girl 
Scout Cookies for the VA 

President Kathy pinning 
a new member

Sandy Stockwell 
with a veteran BSM’s 

Welcoming 
Honor flight 

home

Kathy 
Renee 

and 
Deana

Geaux 7 
Playing Bingo 

at the VA
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NV 3



PA 14 

3rd Annual Baskets & Bucks BINGO 

fundraiser event on 3/21/26. We had 

over 300 people in attendance with over 

50 donated basket raffles on top of the 

bingo prizes.  It was an amazing day!!

Military Appreciation room at the 

Wilkes-Barre Scranton 

International Airport (AVP).

It is like a mini USO. We restock 

it every 2 months 

We held an ice cream social at 

the VA Medical Center in 

Wilkes-Barre, PA

We provided the Vetrans with 

Canteen Cards at the canter.

We got to meet 100-yr old 

WWII Veteran, Walter "Ferdi" 

Marek.  He had cookbooks 

for sale with recipes that he 

had put together, and he 

signed copies for us!



TN 4
This month TN4 decided to have some fun!  We 

played miniature golf and grabbed some lunch at a 
local spot.  There were many laughs and cheers.  

Even Tiger Woods couldn’t swing this good!
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MN 11

Richard W. with his 

mother Benita after the 

ceremony promoting 

him to the rank of 

Colonel. Richard is a 

member of the Alaska 

Air National Guard.

Missing several members but it's always fun to 
get a group photo with our newest members!

MN11 welcomed three new 
members at our April 

meeting. Welcome Kate, Jen 
and Michelle! Kathy/Chaplain 

and Donna/President installed 
them and FYI, Kate is a distant 
relative of Blue Star Mothers of 
America, Inc. founder, Captain 

George H. Maines! We are 
happy to have them all with us!



OH 21



MO 4
This month, the Gateway Blue Star Mothers 
focused on supporting our local VFW in 
several meaningful ways. Since the Kohl-
Jeck VFW serves as our home base for 
meetings and many of our events, it was 
especially rewarding to give back. 
Throughout Lent, several of our Moms 
volunteered at the Friday fish fries, where 
their efforts were greatly appreciated. We 
even received kind words of thanks from the 
Post Commander. In addition, the Moms 
voted to donate to help fund the painting of 
one of the VFW’s event spaces, an area we 
also use for our meetings. It’s wonderful to 
contribute to improving a space that serves 
both the VFW and our organization. Lastly 
(and certainly the most fun) several 
associate members and Moms either 
worked at or participated in the VFW’s 
Golfganza event. All proceeds from the event 
go to support the Dream Factory, making it a 
day of both enjoyment and impact.

GBSM Member Spotlight 
Monica Leon with her Army 
Veteran Hero Austin

Upcoming Event



CA 30

0321 Marine 
Reconnaissance

Fondation Fundraiser

We bid a heartfelt “Good-bye 
for now” to our 1st Vice 

President, Tina Buhrman

We bid a heartfelt “Good-
bye for now” to our 1st 

Vice President, Tina 
Buhrman

No-Sew Blankets 
Activity: 3/28/2026
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