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A message from our National President
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Contact Information for National Executive Board

President: Karen Stillwell – OH    president@bluestarmothers.us

1st VP: Sonya Stowers – IL 1vp@bluestermothers.us

2nd VP: Beth Bruening – MO  2vp@bluestarmothers.us

3rd VP Amy Jo Hutchinson – OH  3vp@bluestarmothers.us

4th VP: Karla Keller – MN -  4vp@bluestarmothers.us

Recording Secretary: Leslie Majocka – recsec@bluestarmothers.us

Financial Secretary: Carrie Beck – FL -finsec@bluestarmothers.us

Treasurer: Jacqueline Ransom – MI -treas@bluestarmothers.us

President’s Message continued

PNP Rebecca Stafford 

pnpbecky@bluestarmothers.us

PNP Carla Brodacki  

pnpcarla@bluestarmothers.us

PNP Anne Parker  

pnpanne@bluestarmothers.us

Chaplain Rebecca Stafford 

chaplain@bluestarmothers.us 

Parliamentarian Patti Elliott 

parliamentarian@bluestarmothers.us

Dept. of MI President Trudy 

Wysocki 

president.deptmi@bluestarmothers.us

Dept. of OH President Barb Cook 

president.deptoh@bluestarmothers.us

Dept. of MN President Jen Pecarina 

president.deptmn@bluestarmothers.us
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2025 NATIONAL CONVENTION

2025-2026 NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD
NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT WITH 

PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENTS
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2025 NATIONAL CONVENTION
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 1ST VP
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GAVEL CLUB

REPORT

Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc., Gavel Club 2025 Report

The Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. Gavel Club has a proud 

tradition that was started many years ago. Its membership is limited to 

Past National Presidents and our purpose is the promotion of 

fundraising for 501©3 VSOs and social activities.

Which brings us to the 2025 national convention. The Gavel Club 

chose Operation Surf

as our charity this year. It is in memory of our late, Past National 

President Stacy Anders. We felt this was a fitting way to honor her 

legacy by donating to her project when she served as National 

President and supporting a wonderful cause at the same time.

In 2025, the gavel club took in $453 for the Parcel Post, $515.00 for 

the Silent Auction, $319.00 in Donations for Operation Surf, for a total 

of $1,287.00. We donated the entire $1,287.00 to Operation Surf.

We would like to thank Mary Johnson for the table runner she donated 

to our silent auction and to Anita Wagner for the items she donated to 

our parcel post. Finally, we thank you, the membership, for your 

support in our efforts. It is deeply appreciated.
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Slide 12
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BSMA Mentor Program

Do you know who your mentor is? Do you know why you have a mentor? 

Do you know what your mentor can do for you?

Every chapter in the organization has a mentor assigned to them! The 

newest chapters and the oldest chapters, all have a mentor! The mentor is 

generally a member of the organization that has been in the organization 

for over 3 years, has a good knowledge of the governing documents and 

knows who to reach out to if chapters have questions

they do not know the answer to. If you do not know who your mentor is, ask 

your chapter president or email me, Denise, the mentor chair at

mentor.chair@bluestarmothers.us

The mentor is the mentor for all members of your chapter, not just the 

president and not just the chapter board. You are all welcome to reach out 

to the mentor if you have questions about the organization and governing 

documents. The mentors can give your chapter ideas on fundraising, 

mission related events, member retention and member

recruitment! The mentor committee recommends that the mentor’s name 

and contact information is listed at the bottom of their meeting agenda 

every month!

Please reach out to me if you have questions about the mentor program or 

if you are interested in becoming a mentor. Denise Guerra, MN11

mentor.chair@bluestarmothers.us
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Blue Daisies

This page is dedicated to honoring the memory of our
beloved sisters who are no longer with us.

If you experience the loss of a sister, please remember to 
notify our 1st Vice President 2nd VP and Chaplain

so we may pay proper tribute
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Fallen Veterans August 2025
United States Army

Mark Allen Dodge Army/ Navy Edward Margavich 

Joel Leon Thomas   Patrick Murphy

Edward Carr   Robert Williams 

Bennie Lewis Davis

Peggy Sue Tucker

Vernon Lee Scott

Joseph Rogers Calabria

Richard Samuel Spiker
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Fallen Veterans August 2025
United States Navy

Mark Allen Dodge Navy/ Army

George Chrysler

John Wayne Quaid

James Ansley

United States Air Force

Thomas Madden 

United States Marine Corp.

Alex Bedoya

Augustin Reyna 

Dustin Allen Ridenhour 

Brett L. Dishon 
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Our chapter MD3 got invited for Military Spotlight 

Organization for Baltimore Orioles. MD3 had a wonderful 

time at the Baltimore Orioles game 7/13/25. Our 7242 VFW 

partnership Veterans and Active Duty attended as well. 

They may of had a rain delay and lost the game, however it 

was a wonderful experience for us all.
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Blue Star Mothers of 

the High Country
 NC 10
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Blue Star Mothers Thumb Chapter #178 had their annual summer 
picnic July 30th. It was fun, a little windy with some rain at 

Waterworks Park in Harbor Beach. We had a great turnout from 
our local service organizations in the Thumb who we wanted to 
thank for always supporting our Chapters Mission. The Mothers 

supplied the meal. We thank the grill masters for working so hard 
on the hamburgers and hot dogs.

MI178 Blue Star Mothers
 Thumb Chapter 
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MN Chapter 16
 Pine City Blue Star Moms

With a couple parades under our belts and a couple more to go, 
we are extremely grateful to the Associate Members of our 
Chapter who took the time to make much needed repairs to our 
float! It looked spectacular in the Pine County Fair Parade in Pine 
City, MN. Along with the spruced up float, we had the honor of 
having three Veterans ride on the float during this parade! Josh 
and Jade, sons of two of our members and Wally, an Associate 
member and Josh and Jade, sons of Angie and Tish.

August 26th, the float will once again be carrying members and 
associates of the Blue Star Mothers from across the state at the 
Minnesota State Fair's Military Appreciation Day parade.



33



34



35

CHAPTER REPORTS
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Miles for our Veterans 

5-K Walk

Sandy and Ann 

with our Geaux 7 

mentor

Ann Parker

LA Geaux 7 Blue Star 
Moms
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Broken Arrow OK5

Tulsa Warrior Hockey 
Club Past President, Donnie Buerig, gave us a brief 

description of how they came about, then turned it 

over to the President, Chad Olson, for the check 
presentation.

Chris Dunn, Founder of

The Broken Warrior Ranch
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Department of Minnesota members

at the War Memorial.

: Amy Kellerhuis & right Jeanne Ullmer, 

Department's two Veteran members who 

attended convention.

: Department of Minnesota 

attendees all dressed

up for the banquet.

Department of 
Minnesota
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