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H NATIONAL PRESIDENT KAREN STILLWELL

I Hello Everyone,
Happy Blue Star Mother’s Day, Happy Valentine’s Day and Happy
President’s Day!

B’

Every day, I'm reminded that our mission is bigger than any one of us;
yet it is carried forward entirely because of each and every one of you.
You show up with compassion, strength and a willingness to serve those
who have already given so much for our country. That is no small thing,
it is the heart of who we are.

Supporting our active-duty military, standing beside our veterans, !
caring for our Gold Star sisters and for one another, isn't just a list of

goals. It's a promise. A promise that on one will never stand alone. A

promise that their families, their sacrifices, and their futures matter.

I And you are the ones who make that promise real.

| know the work isn’t always easy, it takes time, energy, and emotional
courage. | want you to know, your efforts are seen, they are valued,

and they are making a difference. Whether you are organizing an

event, gathering donations, delivering resources or simply showing up
when someone needs support; you are changing lives in ways that can't
always be measured but are always felt.

Our Blue Star Mothers community is strongest when we lift each other
up. Each and every day we have an opportunity to deepen that strength.
To help one more service member who feels forgotten. To help one
more veteran find stability and hope. To remind one another why our
mission matters. It is not about, any one of us, but it is about the
mission.
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT MESSAGE CONTINUED

| am asking you to stay engaged, stay focused, stay committed and stay
connected; not because the work is easy, but because it is meaningful.
Because together, we are building something that honors
service, restores dignity and creates belonging.

Thank you for giving your time, your heart, and your dedication
to our mission. | am proud to stand with you, and | am grateful
every day for the difference we all make together.

In just over a week the NEB will be meeting for our midyear
planning meeting. Together we will tackle some organization
issues that need attention, and strategize ways to improve and
move forward the goals of the organization. We will be reviewing
the training sessions for the National Convention to help us all
grow in the knowledge we need to best serve our mission.
Speaking of the National Convention, there are so many exciting
things coming your way. Be on the watch for a new convention
chatter being released soon. Our Convention committee has
been hard at work and have so many great things planned. To
say | am excited it is understatement.

Respectfully Yours in Service,
Karen

Karen Stillwell

National President 2025-2026
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Blus Star Mathers Day (February 1) — Honoring Moms With Children in Service

February 1 marks Blue Star Mothers Day, 2 day dedicated to honoring the mothers whose
children are serving in the United States Armed Forces. This national observance recoegnizes
not only their pride, but also the sirength, sacrifice, and resilience that military families live every

day.

Blue Siar Mothers Day is reoted in the history of Blue Siar Mothers of America, Inc., which was
founded during World War Il when mothers cams together to support one another and their
children in unifarm. The blue star, lonp displayed in service flags in the windows of Amerncan
homes, has become 3 lasting symbol of 3 loved one sarving. Ower time, it has also come to
represent the courage, dewaotion, and guiet endurance of families who stand behind the uniform.

Today, Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. continues that legacy nationwide, supporting active
duty service members, veterans, and their families through community service, outreach,
advocacy, and compassionate care. Blue Star Mothers Day serves as 8 moment to pause and
recognize the extracrdinary role these mothers play — standing strong during deploymsnts,
celebrating homecomings, and carmying the emotional weight that comes with loving someone in
military service.

The significance of this day extends far beyond any single generation or conflict. Military
maothers have always been a wital, though ofien unseen, part of our nation's defense. Their
sernvice is reflected in tearful goodbyes, anxicus waits, constant praysrs, and unwavering pride
in their sons and daughters who ssrve.

“Behind every senvice membsr is 3 family who serves slongsids them, and b=hind many of
those families is 3 mother whosa sirength and love never waver.” said Karen Stillwell, Mational
Precident of Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. “Blue Star Mothers Day is a time to honor those
women whose hearts are always with their children in uniferm, no matter where in the werld
they arz serving.”

0 this Blue Star Mothers Day, Blue Star Mothers of America invites communities across the
couniry to pause and reflect on the families who stand behind the wniform. |t is a day to




CONTINUED

recognize the strength found in kitchen-table conversations, the courage behind tearful
goodbyes, and the pride that accompanies every osth taken and every safe return home.

As our nation continues to rely on the dedication of its service membsrs, we are also reminded
of the familizs who share in that sacrifice. Blue Star Mothers Day is 3 tribute to their love, their
endurance, and their unshakable commitment in those who serve.

For more information about Blue Star Mothers of Amenca, Inc. or to learn how to support or join
a local chapler, visit www bluestarmothers.ong.

Media Contact
Amy Zienta

Public Relations
public.relationsg@bluestarmathers.us






https://blue-star-mothers-of-america.myspreadshop.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPKw2zdW1xI

Voluntary
Service

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Happy Valentines to all our volunteers. Thank you for all you do
for our veterans.

As you know our VAVS reports are due the first week of each
manth for what was denated and hours served.

Here are a few tips for your reporting.

1. Deputies, please let the chapter rep know your hours served.

2. If you have occasional volunteers serving, they must sign in
as well so credit for their time is noted.

. Reps, please ask the VAVS office for a Wish List that you
can share at your chapter meetings. Remember, items can
be sent to the VAVS office, with their permission, via
Walmart.com, amazon.com of any service that you shop
through.

1. Although the time spent traveling, preparing donations and
shopping is appreciated it does NOT count on your hours.
Also, any community events you go to also do NOT count.
The only hours we report on is what is physically spent
inside the facility. Please help by not putting additional
information on your report that is not valld

a. RE'PDI“t":l are to be sent to vavs. deputy@bluestarmothers, us.

Your AJR's are to be sent to Carul Sanchez. Also, if you are
a chapter without a Rep and you want to donate to a VA you
can do that. Find out what they may need and how to do the

donation. Once you do that, please send information to Carol
Sanchez for her reporting.

7. If there are questions you can always reach out to our
National Rep Anne Parker — vavs@bluestarmothers.us

A HUGE Thank You to all. Our veterans deserve our BEST and
Elue Star Mothers are the BEST.
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THIS WAS SUPPOSED TO BE IN THE JANUARY ." :
NEWSLETTER. | MISTAKENLY POSTED A REPORT 0
FROM LAST JUNE W |
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Santa Con - Mather Vet Hospital - Canned
Food Drive and Pub Craw!
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gBlue Star Mothers Thumb Chapter #178 wants to .. ¢
.ﬁank all our friends and neighbors for braving the . ®

+ % icyroads and bitter cold last Wednesday, January ¢ !
21st to come out and support us for our Lasagna ’o

&, dinner fundraiser. Your support is so appreciated. «
)

2 ‘ We live in a wonderful community.
.

’. & :Thank you to Port Austin American Legion Post #499

: 3 for your continued support and letting us hold our
- monthly dinners here.
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AutoZone Liberty Bow! - Gold Star Family Event
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BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF THE
LEHIGH VALLEY PA201

annection and refl
S 0 e of our members we
1o spend ¢ me i persen with their military
ers found creative ways 10 coraect through virtual visits, messages, and shaced traditsons
from alar. No matier the distance, the spirit of family and service remained strong
Ehout the season

our moms, Ellen B., proudly shared photos of her grandson in Flarkda as he partxc)
very first Wreaths Across America ceremony as a Navy Sea Cadet. Follow
otsteps of his “hero™ — his dad — he helped hon ur fallen herces wi

Joments like these remind us that patriotism and sendce are values pas

msm. In ear

g an aftern
tod by the common bond of being

of casuad conversation, gre t foo

matary pa 5. These erness s'rr'rgt!\rr Our suppart network

are excited for what lies ahead and gratelul for the continued commitment, Compas

, and camaraderie 1 fefines Blue Star Mothers PA 201




StarM ROC NYS8 Fe

Wreaths Across
America
Webster NY

CERTIFICATE OF APFRECIATION
2025

The Rochester Blue Star Mothers were hon-
ored to be recognized and recelve a Certifi-
cate of Appreciate from Wreaths Across
America for our participated in Wreaths
Across America at the Webster Unlon Ceme-
tery on Sunday, December 13th where over
2100 Veterans were honored and remem-
bered with wreaths on their graves.

Blue Star Molhoﬂ! \
of America .

Fochester NYK Chapte
-

NY8

12/7/2025




SACRAMENTO B

BLUE STR]|

February 2026 Newsletter

Highlighting CA7
January 2026 Activities

Serving Dinner to VFW Post

We started a new tradition! Feeding our VFW
veterans every other month before their meeting.

TG —

Supporting Sister BSM Sl
We were happy to support the CG family of pdl 13
Diana Rettig (WI2) stationed in Sacramento area.

)

' 1 BBEF Guest Speaker Danny O'Neel
l‘." L B i

Danny from Warfighter Overwatch encourages

camaraderie, resilience, and connectedness by

Donation from VFW Post 1487 harnessing the power of the environment to remind

. : veterans of their strength, foundation, and their
We were honored to receive a large donation from innate ability to adapt and overcome.

VFW Post 1487 along with their support.

Happy Birthday
Margo




. Valentine’s boxes for veterans in the
.‘..‘ Community Living

¢ Center at the Houston VA Hospital. Every
resident received a box, a hat and a
o blanket
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' AlG donated &amp; helped us pack 140 .
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YELLOW ROSE - TX20

n Blue Stor Mothers of America Yellow Rose TX20

. 2
fotsibssint Ao (@) BSMA Yellow Rose TX20

Working the Mission!

n partner ship with the tlks Lodge, we packed and
g fun ..1 riot \\'u ove
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) Meijer recently donated gift cards from Meijer, : :
» Bad Axe to Thumb Chapter Ml 178 Blue Star ¢ v
.‘C.“ Mothers. Lynne Tschirhart, Blue Star Mother, 2 3

. received the Meijer gift cards from Rhonda Deeg,
# Human Resources. This donation will help with * L
' '. Blue Star Mothers Easter care packages. 'c,

together, sha
our worries
each other, ;




Blue Star Mothers of NEPA (PA-14) just had our big
Valentine's Day care package mailing on
1/31/26. We mailed 150 care packages to active

military personnel located all over the world.
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SALUTE TO VETERANS AT CENTRAL

]

¢ {  WESTERN MA VAMC. WE VOLUNTEERED = : .
. & CONTRIBUTED PRIZES TO BINGO MA CH1 RECEWED A DONATION FROM
® 28 FOR THE VETERANS! CUTIEPATUTIE’S CONSIGNMENT SHOP
]
' 5 8 B
20 WE HAD THE DISTINCT A
b . % - HONORTOPRESENT ', &
4 “'¢ = WORLD WARII & By i
. « KOREAN CONFLICT \ h {
* VETERAN, JEAN-PAUL i @
L DULAC A CERTIFICATE FOR m
‘ HIS 100™ BIRTHDAY o
a BEEF JERKY CARE MEMBERS CELEBRATED WITH / ;
MR. DULAC AND HIS FAMILY o :
PACKAGES MAILED FOR THIS MOMENTOUS OCCASION

””OPERATION TINY TROOPS”

IN COLLABORATION WITH THE MARINE RS/HQ IN BOSTON

WE SUPPLY EXPECATANT ACTIVE DUTY USMC FAMILIES
WITH BABY ITEMS INCLUDING A HANDCRAFTED BABY




Sending Off
New Reeruits

We et woith the principal of one of
st area schooly, whase Sth ,rm(r
Loy choge fo give back fo o
cobimianity orgairalion amd

domated o trok full of oy for o

’

fo gesndd i ot care pmlfu.

We made Vafontine Cardy at
oy Clulphr Muh'k, fo geinel

to owr kidy!

Wreaths Aecress America

Clecin M,o Crew




» ROLLING HILLS ,
BLUE STAR MOMS - CA27 |,
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' ~ . | 1. Eggs Your Way — Choice of Bacon
. ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT | iy
ad OUR MILITARY COMMUNITYE
. :
' 2 — Two Large - $5.00
’ . Biscuits and Sausage Gravy - $5.00

oast Served with Eggs & Omelets:
. Qh“n. ‘Wheat, Sour Dough or English
- Muffin
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: Al LAKE ARROWHEAD, CALIFORNIA

n CHAPTER 25
OUR CHAPTER CELEBRATED VALENTINE’S DAY BY PUTTING TOGETHER 34 VALENTINE PACKAGES
WITH SIGNED CARDS FROM OUR CHAPTER MEMBERS, NOTES FROM STUDENTS AT LAKE
ARROWHEAD CHRISTIAN SCHOOL, AND PATRIOTIC FLAG STARS.
WE DONATED 13 BAGS OF GROCERIES AND OTHER ITEMS TO OUR RIM VETS FILL THE BUS EVENT
ON FEBRUARY 13 AT GOODWIN'S MARKET IN CRESTLINE.

WE INSTALLED A PICTURE OF RECENT RIM GRAD JACKSON URQUIZA IN OUR MILITARY DISPLAY
CASE AT RIM HIGH SCHOOL.

A

“

ENDA AND GABL AT§]M VETS E- USaE

Fill the Bus!

(We Love Our Mountain Vets)

gHABp2BAcH®

Join Mountain Transit and RIM Veterans for a Valentine's Day
don. odwin & Sons Mal

Help

» Warm socks P Gloves & beanies

» Blankets » Warm jackets & sweaters

» Non-perishable food (canned goods, - Hygiene kits (toothbrush,
tuna, soup, pasta, rice, protein bars)  toothpaste, soap, deodorant)

H
KNI ALHANIGVOU)

OR YOUR SERVICE!

Jackson Urquiza, pictured @

: & o°
left, is our newest military
{ member serving in the Air
¥l Force. He completed
Q Emergency Management
training in Missouri. He will |
be stationed at Andersen (
/

ms Love 4,
(Moms Love g,
o/ s

' AFB in Guam for the next 2

. vyears. His mom, Dana
Urquiza, recently joined our
Rim Blue Star Moms CA25.
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Geaux Seven Chap‘er
Membership Meewg
Monday, Feb.

ot ¢ The Geaux Seven Blue Star
D Mothers’ Trudy Dupuy was
) welcomed as the guest
J speaker by the Retired
.‘ ."eachers Association of
Lodlisiana Livingston Parish.
Alohigside their presentation
ofimonetary donations, the
. ® retired teachers also
¢ collected items for care
packages destined for
military personnel
. stationed overseas,
{ continuing their long-
standing tradition of support
:' for our organization
.
'

Several of our
members dressed for
observing Mardi Gras
in Louisiana
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.. Geaux Seven Chapter donated 4 el {\ .
‘ items, such as coffee, books, nuts, .
peanut butter crackers and cloth . ¢ !
’ I
bags, for the Ma i Gras . ade at . r [y
¢ ) r a ‘ ' .
. ’ 4 the Louma r Veteran wne " ’
: ", |nJ.anson Lomai'n ' ;Q ‘. '“
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The weather may have closed schools, businesses, and €
) unfortunately the TN4 meeting place but it will never extinguish ¢
) our unwavering passion for our mission! A chapter member o
.‘... opened her home so we could complete those heartfelt LS
. homemade Valentines bags for the VA home in Cleveland TN. .
& Our President and VAVS rep were able to present those bags ° C
’ during the VA homes Valentine party! ¢
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AZ4 January/february 2026 Events
Sanmary

House
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o Blue
up for community meml
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Fulfilling our

Mission,
one event at

atime.




Donna and (Sharon
from MN7) worked
the January Veteran
Food Pantry

raffle for the
Bayport Legion

Thank you to
Cabela’s/Bass
Proin
Woodbury, MN,
and their
customers for
the Jerky
donation!

| Sent with
-é Valentine Cards
- to four different
locations!
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BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF VALENCIA COUNTY
NM6

Not too sure where all the days of January 2026 went, let alone where the entire year of 2025,
but here we are already beginning to make plans to attend Nationals in July! NM6 is blessed to
have a wonderful working/sharing partnership with our Blue Star Sisters from the Rio Grande
Valley Chapter (NM2), but, then, isn’t that what Blue Star Mothers is all about —supporting one
another. In the last month, we joined together twice; first, to form a flag line after the
memorial service for the Marine brother of an NM6 friend and, later, with a Gold Star mother,
to deliver Valentines and goodies to veterans in the VA Hospital. Then, on Valentine’s Day,
three NM6 officers helped serve lunch at Valencia High School to the AJROTC cadets and local

children (grades k-8) who participated in the AJROTC Training Camp' It was delightful to
experience all that youthful energy! .

1
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This manth we were busy bees,

We were pleased to have our Department President, Sharon Skaro joined us in preparing a
meal in January at the Fisher House

Chapter members
signed Valentine
Card for our loca
VA

We handed out to our chapter members a certificate and “"Thank you for Bee-ing awesome” pin for all the
things that they have done over the past year for BSMA,

Due to aorcumstances in Minnesota some of our National Guard Units were activated, our chapter pravided

pop, snacks and games for some of the units at local Armories.

e 4
We held our
annual grocery
bagging fundraiser
h the help of
family and
members

We had moms particpate in the National Salute to Veteran Patients plus
helped in the CDCE office with pins and hats that were given to the patients
at the Minneapolis VA




BLUE STAR
MOTHERS
SE WI 2

FEBRUARY
2026
NEWSLETTER

Upcoming
Events

February 2026
Chapter Meecting

Februar

March 2026
Chapter Meeting

March 17

Cooking Class
Fundraiser
April &

Veterans
Treatment Court
April 2

Volunteer
Boland Hall
Family Picnic

Our January 2026 chapter meeting was a wonderful way to begin the new year
together. We were proud to have 30 Chapter Members and 1 Associate Member
in attendance; a strong turnout that reflects the heart and dedication of our
Southeastern Wisconsin family. The meeting included discussion of both new
and unfinished business from our previous meeting. Topics included highlights
from recent events, planning for upcoming 2026 initiatives, fundraising efforts,
new opportunities as well as a strategic plan to expand our chapter's footprint
within the community.

As we move Into February and the months to come, we remain focused on
connection, service, and growth. With strong attendance, thoughtful planning,
and renewed energy, 2026 is already shaping up to be a year of meaningful
impact for Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter 2. Together, we continue to serve
with pride. For Our Military. For Our Veterans. For Our Families.

Our chaples
was honored o
domate over
$400 in kitchen
ilems to the
Unian Grove
Veterams
Home,
purchased
thraugh our
Pampered Chef
lundraiser amxd
their Amxzon
Wish List.

Pictured below are photos from a recent praduction of Ripcord at a local theater,
featuring a starring role by our beloved Sister Sarge. Many of us know Sister
Sarge not only as a talented performer, but as a dedicated supporter of out
chapter. She graciously joins us as a guest speaker at least once each year and
was also a featured guest speaker at the 2025 National Convention held in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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LAKE ERIE SHORES OH 21

VALENTINES
for VETS

r\\.\\ i
b ol dnu ™
SPRING CRAFT SHOW

SAT, MARCH 21ST @ 10AM-3PM
$1 Admission Donation (C!

Free) Come enjoy and
shop with handcratft ver

o ke a picture with the
Easter Bunny and lunch available for purchase.

THOSE WHO SERVED'
AL PROCEEDS SUPPORT ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE PERSONNEL. PROMOTE PATRIOTISM, AND
" 5 " ASSIST VETERANS AND VETERANS ORBANIZATIONS : AND WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA AT
We filled and delivered bags with < OHIOVETERANS HOME IN SANDUSKY
personal care items for over 50 3

veterans in local nursing homes for
Valentines Day. Each bag contained a

handmade Valentine made by Dept

President Barb Cook!

"HONOR!

We are the proud mothers of
our US

troops

R

AcrossAmerica 2025

OH 21 was so proud this year to be able to place a wreath
on every grave at the Ohio Veterans Home in Sandusky,
over 1400 wreaths! Many people including local elected
officials attended the indoor ceremony and placed wreaths
in the cemetary. We already have 1749 wreaths ordered
so far for 2026!.




BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF
LOUISIANA CHAPTER 1

SUPPORT THROUGH SERVICE
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