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As we welcome the month of May, we are reminded of the many

meaningful holidays and observances that honor service, sacrifice, and

family. From Mother’s Day to Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day,

this month gives us special opportunities to reflect on the courage of

our military members and the strength of the families who support

them every day.

To each of you, thank you for the countless hours of volunteerism, you

continue to give so generously. Whether you have packed care

packages, supported veterans, attended events, presented honor

cords, written cards, organized donations, or simply offered

encouragement to another military family, your dedication makes a

lasting difference. Your compassion and commitment embody the true

spirit of Blue Star Mothers, and our communities are stronger

because of you.

As summer approaches, we also encourage everyone to begin

registering for the National Convention in July.

Here is the link to the registration form: Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc

It will be a wonderful opportunity to connect with fellow members,

share ideas, celebrate accomplishments, and strengthen the bonds

that unite us in service and support of our troops and veterans. We

hope to see many new and familiar faces there as we come together

once again. Be sure to read all the Convention Chatters being released.

There is lots of great information being shared by the Convention
Crew.

KAREN STILLWELL 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

https://www.bluestarmothers.org/
https://www.bluestarmothers.org/


As Memorial Day approaches, we pause to remember and honor our

fallen heroes who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country. We also

hold close in our hearts our Gold Star Mothers and their families,

whose strength, sacrifice and enduring love will never be forgotten.

Their courage continues to inspire us all.

May this month bring moments of pride, remembrance, gratitude and

joy to you and your families.

Thank you for all you do – this month and throughout the year.

With appreciation, love and patriotism,

Respectfully Yours in Service,

Karen Stillwell

National President 2025-2026

KAREN STILLWELL 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

CONTINUED



Hello Everyone,

We hope this message finds you well and continuing to advance 
our shared mission. We look forward to seeing you all in July at 
our National Convention as we come together to connect, 
collaborate  and move our organization forward. As we continue 
aligning our organization with national standards, we recognize 
that updating and integrating logos is an important step in 
presenting a unified and professional identity. To support
you through this process, we are pleased to introduce the Logo 
Integration Committee.

This committee has been formed to assist Chapters in merging 
any existing altered logos with the nationally approved design. 
Their goal is to ensure consistency while preserving the unique 
identity of each chapter. Whether you need guidance on design 
elements, formatting, or technical adjustments, the committee is 
available to
help make the transition smooth and efficient.

The Logo Integration Committee will:
• Provide design support and recommendations
• Assist with combining local and national elements
• Ensure compliance with national branding guidelines
• Offer feedback and revisions as needed



This committee is a team of members skilled in color and 
digital design, dedicated to helping us effectively brand our 
organization. 

If you are a newly chartered Chapter, you will need to use the 
BSM logo with your State and number below or above, just 
not touching the actual BSM logo. The committee can also 
help you personalize.

The merging of old logos with the BSM logo will allow us to 
move forward branding us all as Blue Star Mothers of 
America, Inc. until we can revisit a change in our governing 
documents in 2027. 

Remember, even now, you do not need permission or pay any 
fees on items such as business cards, letterhead, banners 
etc., that are not sold for profit using the approved BSMA 
logo.

 We encourage all Chapters to reach out to the committee for 
their assistance at logocommittee@bluestarmothers.us.

Respectfully Yours in Service,
Karen

Karen Stillwell
National President 2025-2026
Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc.
614-893-1180
President@bluestarmothers.us



The National Board has created a Logo Committee as part of an 

organization-wide effort to strengthen our brand recognition and 

credibility through a more unified and professional visual identity. As 

chapters continue to grow and expand their outreach, having a 

consistent and recognizable brand helps the public, community partners, 

and supporters better identify and trust who we are.

This initiative encourages chapters to move toward a more uniform 

approach to logo design by featuring the National Blue Star Mothers of 

America, Inc logo as the central focal point. A stronger visual connection 

between chapters helps create consistency across the organization 

while still allowing room for local identity and pride to be represented.

 The goal is not to remove individuality, but to strengthen unity 

throughout our organization. A recognizable and standardized visual 

presence supports fundraising efforts, improves public awareness, and 

reinforces the professionalism and credibility of our mission nationwide.

The Logo Committee is here to help guide chapters through this 

process. If your chapter would like assistance creating a new logo, 

updating an existing design, or if you have any questions regarding logo 

guidelines or approval, please contact the committee at 

logocommitte@bluestarmothers.us

All final redesigned logos should also be submitted to the Logo 

Committee for review before being forwarded for final National approval. 

We look forward to helping chapters create designs that honor both their 

local identity and our shared national mission.

NATIONAL LOGO COMMITTEE 

mailto:logocommitte@bluestarmothers.us
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Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes??
• Does your Chapter/Dept/Aux have New Officers 

since your elections last fall?

• Did you change your C/D/A meeting location or 

time?

If you answered “Yes” to either of these questions you 

are required to submit those changes to National 

immediately!

New Officers? 

• Submit a new Chapter/Dept/Aux Officer Roster via your 

chapter profile on the website, just like you did for your 

Annual Compliance, fill in all officers but use “Pro Tem” for 

the newly appointed/elected officers

o Remove the old and attach the new “Affiliation 

Agreement”

o Remove the old and attach the new “Bank Verification 

Letter” if your 1VP, Financial Secretary or Treasurer 

changed. If these positions did not change, do not 

remove the old one, leave it as it stands. 

New Chapter Meeting Location or Time??

• Submit a new Chapter Information Form via your chapter 

profile on the website, just like you did for compliance.

Any questions contact 

4VP@bluestarmothers.us

KARLA KELLER 4TH VP MESSAGE





BETH BRUENING 2vp 
MESSAGE





Its Not to late
 Donate to the 2026 Presidents Project

https://www.bluestarmothers.org/
https://www.bluestarmothers.org/
https://www.bluestarmothers.org/


Blue Daisies 

Carol Silk CA7



OH 32



.

PA 12

This past weekend PA12 hosted our very first and biggest 

fundraiser we ever did. On Saturday we had 250 people come out 

to our gun bingo where they were able to win guns, money, and 

baskets while enjoying a great day to benefit our worthy cause. 

The money raised with this event is going to support our 

Community Day where we will be sending buses of veterans to 

DC on Honor Flight to give them the recognition they deserve. We 

are very excited about this project and the amount of support it is 

getting within our community.



MA 01



OK 05

Our community is continuously blessing us with donations throughout this time. 

Wal-Mart is supporting as usual and on May 1 we were blessed with grants at 

two Re-Grand openings. We have been blessed by other Wal-Mart grants over 

the past month as well through Spark Good.

The most memorable moment of April was that our President was honored to be 

present as a Gold Star Family Tribute Chopper was returned to its "family".

The Arles Ness chopper was purchased and the memorial design was created 

for Cody Carver (age 19~1st Bat,15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd BCT, 3rd Infantry, 

out of Ft Benning, GA~KIA 10/30/07 in Salman Pak, Iraq) by his mother and 

father (Darrel Carver Vietnam Veteran), after dad passed the chopper was sold 

by a family member and it was left out in the weather until a friend of the family 

felt led to purchase it and put it in his garage. Then he decided to sell it and 

another family friend, a Soldier, saw it on Market Place, with Cody's mama's 

blessing, he purchased it and the plan was to bring it back (as close as possible) 

to its original state to keep the memory of Cody alive as his parents intended.

Thanks to a wish submission and acceptance with Soldiers Wish, the restoration 

of the Carver Chopper was completed in 33 weeks at Tulsa Tech ~BA Campus 

by their '25-'26 Motorcycle shop and Collision Students under strict supervision of 

their instructors, there were other donors that participated in the restoration as 

well.

The Tribute Chopper will be on display at different events held by our Chapter, 

and many other car/bike shows and Veteran Events, where Cody's story will be 

represented and told in memory of his, his dad's and others' ultimate sacrifice. It 

is even possible you may see 1Sgt taking it on a ride in honor of All Military 

Servicemen and women.
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TX 02

May Newsletter Blue Star Moms 

Houston Area Chapter TX2

Our March guest speaker was Scott 

DiMasi, director of Wreaths Across 

America – Houston Project. We 

also received a donation of this 

beautiful, patriotic handmade quilt 

from Navy mom Diana Dennis. We 

will be selling raffle tickets for the 

quilt. We were also honored to 

have Priscila Young| Mrs. Texas 

UCA 26 as a guest at our meeting.

On April 13 in spite of the torrential rains, 80 
Girl Scouts, 64 adults/leaders and 6 BSMs 
packed 337 CASES of GS cookies! It was a 

great day!

Our April guest 
speaker was Shelita 
Magee, Chief, VA 
Center for 
Development and 
Civic 
Engagement.  She 
talked about 
different volunteer 
opportunities at the 
Michael E. DeBakey 
VA Medical Center in 
Houston.



LA 07

Geaux Seven BSM visited La. War Veterans Home 

to play Bingo and visit with the Veterans

2 President Kathy Baker visiting with Veteran

3 Debbie Prudome visiting with Veteran

4 Sandy Stockwell visiting with Veteran

5 Pinning of new member at our April Meeting

6 Kathy, Renee New Member and Dena

7 Geaux 7 BSM welcoming home Honor Flight 

Veterans coming in from DC

8 Our Community Salutes Senior Enlistees Event in 

New Orleans

9 Babette at our booth for the Community Salute

10 Students getting ready to be recognized

11 Family members so proud of their children

12 Students after being honored

13 Army Recruiters

14 Geaux Seven Chapter Blue Star Mothers working 

the event

Getting ready for Bingo

President Kathy 

Baker visiting 

with Veteran Debbie Prudome 

visiting withVeteran

Sandy Stockwell visiting 

with Veteran

Kathy, Renee New 

Member and Dena

Pinning of new 

member at our 

April Meeting

Geaux 7 BSM welcoming home 

Honor Flight Veterans coming in 
from DC

Babette at our 

booth for the 

Community 
Salute

Students getting ready to be 

recognized

Proud  Families

Students after being honored

Army Recruiters

Geaux 

Seven 

Chapter 

Blue Star 
Mothers 
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04NM

NM 6’s small  (in numbers but not in heart) chapter was once again 

very busy in the last month.  Several members had the great pleasure 

of attending the Semi quincentennial Celebration hosted by NM 1 in 

Farmington.  It was a delightful day of fellowship, good food, and 

learning.  The “torch” was handed over to NM 6 to host next year’s 

gathering of our state’s Blue Star-Patriot Moms (and dads).  NM 6 

members continue to support the Northern New Mexico Honor Flights—

at the Car Show fundraiser and as a guardian for this year’s trip to DC. 

NM 6 also joined in a community project cleaning up a local cemetery; it 

was organized by the VFW Post 9676.  Additionally, members are 

currently working with local businesses and the Los Lunas Invested in 

Veterans Events organization preparing for the upcoming 14th Annual 

Los Lunas (NM) Heroes Run (June 6). NM 6 will have a booth for 

information as well as refreshments for the runners and walkers. 

Looking forward to what the next month has for NM 6!
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CA 22

Very Honored to be a part 
of The Wreaths Across 

America, Very cold 
January removing the 

wreaths



CA 30

The Blue Star and Gold Star Mothers Luncheon, held on April 26 

at the beautiful Hidden Valley Golf  Club in Norco, CA, was truly a 

spectacular and heartfelt celebration filled with honor, love, and 

lasting memories. This special occasion marked the 15th 

Anniversary of Blue Star Mothers H.O.M.E. CA30, bringing 

together mothers, supporters, and community members for an 

unforgettable afternoon of  unity and appreciation.



MI 178

Thumb Chapter MI 178 will take a break from their 

fundraising dinners from May to September. In the 

interim the Chapter will be walking in Memorial Day 

Parades, July Fourth Parade, working in the Bad Axe 

Veterans Park cleaning out the flowerbeds, trimming 

up necessary shrubs and perennial flowers. We will 

also have a picnic honoring our Veterans in July.  We 

will continue with our monthly meetings.  Some of us 

will attend the National Convention in July.

If allowed, we will send packages out to our Troops in 

summer.

Veterans Park The Thumb Chapter MI 178 Blue Star 
Mothers keep the Veterans Memorial Park in downtown 
Bad Axe cleaned up and take care of the shrubbery, 
planting perennials, annuals, and update with seasonal 
décor for spring, summer, fall, winter. We all do what 
we can to help out when we have a workday scheduled 
at the park.  Here's a picture of spring flowers along 
with a heartrending statue.



TX 20



TN 04

What an incredible few weeks for TN4! It kicked off with the life-
changing gift of hearing aid amplifiers being presented at the State 
Veterans home in Knoxville, then it was off to help with a project 
with frontline gardens for the Ben Atchley vet home, bringing much 
joy to those who have given so much. Before we knew it the Annual 
Motorcycle charity ride was here, a testament of the power of 
community and compassion. Many thanks to our 
biggest supporter, our local VFW, for their unwavering dedication. 
It is always a lot of hard work but there are always many laughs 
and a profound sense of community and purpose.



TX 22

On April 16, 2026, Blue Star Mothers TX22 had the honor of helping host 
the Our Community Salutes event for Greater Austin area high school 
seniors entering military service. Laura McClain, TX22 President, gave a 
Blue Star Mother presentation. TX22 members assisted the enlistees in 
pinning their mothers with the Blue Star Mother pin. We also handed out 
“Military Mom” survivor kits to all the mothers! It was a wonderful 
evening honoring the Class of 2026 and their families.



AZ 04



MN 16

Many of our members and associates attended the Minnesota 
Department’s Spring State Convention. Representatives from Bravo Zulu 
House and Tunnels for Towers gave heartfelt presentations, and our chapter 
decided to donate $1,000 to Bravo Zulu House in support of their first ever 
trauma-informed home for female veterans. 

Red, white and blue honor cords have been donated to three area high 
schools for the students who have committed to military service. They will 
wear these at their high school graduations.  We have been invited by the 
Mora High School to present their cords in person at their Military 
Recognition Day Ceremony coming up near the end of May.

Our annual Garage Sale fundraiser was again a lot of fun and attracted a lot 
of shoppers!  A robin had her nest nearby and we managed to sneak a peek 
at her eggs!



MN 07



DEPT. MN

Department  Spring Meeting in April  and was hosted by MN 7.  We were 
happy to have our National President with us.
Every Minnesota chapter was represented.  We had speakers from Ship 
Thrifty and Bravo Zulu House, we had singing, trivia, education and great 
raffle baskets.

Our Department President Project this 
year was gift cards for the Minneapolis 
Fisher House.  We were able to donate 
$1650.00 in gift cards.

Our Department 
Shining Star was 
announced.  Tracey 
DeMorett MN7.

Some of our Past and 
Present Department 
Presidents along with our 
National President.



NY 08

Blue Star Mothers ROC NY8 May 2026

NY State Gold
Star Mothers
Convention

Several Rochester Blue Star Mothers 

at-tended the April 17th Gold Star 

Mothers

Memorial Service. The names of all 

ser-vice members killed in action with 

family members present names , 

branch and date of death were read as 

the family members placed a yellow 

rose in a vaseand a light on a gold star 

was lite. Gold Star Mother, Dorothy 

Reid is the NY State Gold Star Mother 

President and she presided over the 

service. Blue Star Mothers assisted 

with the Convention

The Rochester Blue Star Mothers NY8 chapter was chartered in April

2011 with 6 mothers and has grown to a membership of 35 mothers/

grandmothers and over 40 Associate members. Our Lights of Honor

celebration of Veterans past and present has grown from one tree to

3 trees decorated with ornaments . Annually we host Gold Star Family

Day, our community baby shower has grown with more babies each

year and we have partnered with Spencerport American Legion to

host our annual Army Navy Game Fundraiser. We know annually

pack and mail over 400 care packages to deployed service members.

We have plans to participate in our county’s Community Salute to

high school seniors graduating and joining the military.

Happy 15th Birthday to the
Rochester  Blue Star Mothers NY8



OK 01

Tulsa and Sapulpa chapters from Oklahoma 

welcomed our local graduating high school 

seniors as they swore in during the Our 
Community Salutes event.



CA 07



CA 27 



NV 03



WI 02



MO 04

On April 18 and May 4, the Gateway Blue Star Mothers and  Associates came 

together to help assemble flags that will be part of the September Flags of Valor STL 

Display at Art Hill in Forest Park.

Working in teams of three to four, volunteers carefully completed several steps to 

prepare each flag for display. This included attaching the flags to poles, adding clips 

for the memorial dog tags, placing memorial stickers, and rolling each flag so it 

would be ready to be beautifully displayed in September.

Thank you to our Heart of Illinois Blue Star Mothers and Central Mo chapter 

members for driving out and volunteering along with us. It  was wonderful to see our 

sisters supporting such an amazing cause with us. 



To the moms who carry the weight of love, 
sacrifice, and strength every single day — this 
is for you

To the Warrior Moms, the Blue Star Moms, the 
Gold Star Moms, and the brave spouses 
holding families together while loved ones 
serve our nation: your courage does not go 
unnoticed. 

You stand strong through distance, 
uncertainty, and sacrifice with unwavering 
faith and resilience.
You are the quiet heroes behind the heroes.

The hearts that keep hope alive.
The hands that comfort, pray, support, and 
never give up.
This Mother’s Day, we honor not only the love 
you give your children, but also the strength 
you give our country.

May you be surrounded by gratitude, pride, 
and love today and always.

Happy Mother’s Day to all the extraordinary 
moms who serve through sacrifice, love 
through distance, and inspire through 
strength. 
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