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Sisters and Associates,

Almost three months have passed since the National Convention and we have already 

accomplished so much.  Our days have been busy, but productive. I have enjoyed speaking with 

many of you and helping to guide you through our mission together.

I had the honor and privilege of attending the National Gold Star Mothers Weekend in DC, along 

with our DC Representative, Teresa Sumners.  A big thank you to Teresa for all you do!  Thank you 

to the American Gold Star Mothers for inviting us and including us in your very special weekend.  

We spent a wonderful evening on Friday at the American Gold Star Mothers house visiting with 

them and their supporters. We had the pleasure of helping Nichole and Denise with the banquet 

centerpieces and favors on Saturday morning. I truly admired the creativity displayed by so many. 

Saturday evening was a very special event held at WIMSA, honoring our Gold Star Sisters.  The 

National Gold Star Mother President, Annette Kirk and her Board hosted a beautiful banquet 

including many fabulous speakers.  Sunday took us to Arlington where the Gold Star Mothers 

placed flowers at the Gold Star Tree followed by the wreath laying at the Tomb of the Unknown.  

Lastly, we attended a beautiful ceremony in the catacombs before returning to WIMSA for a 

luncheon provided by Mission Barbecue.

On October 3-5, 2025, I was able to attend the Department of Michigan’s Convention. I was 

honored to install both the newly elected Department and Big Dipper Boards.  Congratulations to 

all and wishing them a successful year ahead. We look forward to working with each of these 

officers and their members.  I felt a special connection to our history as my first time speaking as 

your National President was in the State of Michigan where this all began.

A FUN Night was held by the Michigan Big Dipper. A great time was had by all! The NEB had a 

great turnout, see the photo below.

As I compose this article for the newsletter, I am preparing to attend the Department of Ohio 

Convention this weekend.  I am very excited to be with my OH Sisters and then travel on to 

Minnesota for their Convention next weekend. The Department Conventions provide quality 

sister time, for which I’m so grateful!

We are VERY CLOSE to announcing the dates and the location for our 2026 National Convention. 

Our Convention Chairs are Kim Stock Foster and Kathy Tracy.  Be on the lookout soon for 

information from them and for an opportunity to participate in the 2026 Convention.

Respectfully Yours in Service,

Karen

Karen Stillwell

National President 2025-2026



The "Gold Star Mothers House“
 in Washington, D.C.

Blue Star member and 
Gold Star of NC17, 
Nichole Jackson Chilton 
designing the 
centerpieces for the 
banquet

Gold Star display at 
WIMSA

Gold Star from CA30, 
Evelyn Baltierra with BSMA 
National President Karen 
Stillwell

Gold Star Banquet .

Gold Star Mother Weekend in DC.

NP for National Gold Star 
Mothers, Annette Kirk 
speaking at the ceremony 
following the wreath laying

Chaplain for the National 
Amvets Organization                    

Jeremiah and Linda Botkin. 
Great supporters of Gold 

Star Mothers

NC17 Gold Stars and Blue stars, DC rep 
from VA4, TJ and Bonnie Vona from VA5, 

With BSMA National President

Gold Star National
President Annette

And Blue Star
National President Karen

PNP Gold Star President 
Sarah Whitledge Taylor
With BSMA NP Karen



Annual electronic filing requirement for small exempt organizations — Form 990-N (e-Postcard) 
| Internal Revenue Service
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We have installed three new chapters this 
month

Welcome to Blue Star Mothers of America, 
Inc.

MI203 and FL16! TX21



1.Warm wishes for 
Christmas

Travel Blanket, Pom Beanie hat and 
BSMA ornament  -  

$55 for the bundle

2.Ready to Travel

Laptop sleeve, Toiletry bag 
and Nail file - 

$45 for the bundle

3.Not under the Weather

Umbrella, your choice Navy or Red, 
White and Blue, Red tote bag and 
Stress star  - $35 for the bundle

https://www.bluestarmothers.org/online-store

BSMA 
Online Store Holiday Bundles

1.Warm wishes for Christmas $55         2. Ready to travel $45.00         3. Not under the weather $35.00







Who Is Eligible to Be A 
BSMA Member

PNP PAT SOLER 
"Spills the TEA  "

“I’m confused; just who is eligible to be a Blue Star Mother Member?  Different people tell me different answers!”

Have you ever heard that, or thought that? If so, you are not alone!

Previously, our Congressional Charter was very specific about who was eligible to be a member (mother or adopted 

mother), or if you were a stepmother, you had to provide “mother care” from the age of 13 or younger. Additionally, 

membership was limited to those mothers who lived in the U.S., and whose sons/daughters had served in World War 

II or the Korean hostilities.

That definition meant that almost all of us did not meet the eligibility requirements. During a national convention, a 

resolution asking Congress to expand the eligibility requirements was approved.

On December 6, 2011, Congress amended our Charter and made eligible “a woman who has filled the role of birth 

mother, adoptive mother, stepmother, foster mother, grandmother or legal guardian.”  The key words are “has filled 

the role of.”

In other words, multiple women for the same son/daughter are eligible to be members! For example, a son could 

have his birth mother, grandmother and “adopted” grandmother (not related by blood) if that woman filled the role as 

his grandmother. Even more if there was a stepmother as well.

Congress supported our request that eligibility for membership in Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. be expanded to 

include other women who played a role in our sons’/daughters’ journey of service to their country.

Respectfully Submitted by PNP Pat Soler
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The Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. (BSMA) is an Associate Member of the U. S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs National Veterans Day Committee (NVDC).

As your DC Representative, I attend NVDC meetings on behalf of BSMA and organize our groups 

logistics in DC.  Being an Associate Member, it allows us to take part in the Veterans Day 

Observance.  Our National President, Karen Stillwell starts the day at the White House Breakfast. 

She watches the President lay the official wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. During the 

observance, we are recognized as committee members, and Karen lays the BSMA wreath at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier following the observance.  Jeanne Ullmer, BSMA National Patriotic 
Instructor and Deb Waltz, BSMA National Historian represent us in the Parade of Colors.

After these events, we catch our breath and head over to the Women’s Memorial for their Veterans 

Day Ceremony. This ceremony stands out because all the speakers are military women from each 

service branch.  For several years, BSMA has given a donation to the Women’s Memorial at this 
event, which also lets us share what BSMA stands for.

I have included links to the Veterans Day Poster and the Teacher’s Resource Guide, created by 

Donna Eldridge, a Gold Star Wife and her committee. They have provided excellent information not 

only for teachers but for all Americans. To see who all the Veteran Service Organizations on the 
NVDC check our pages 22 and 27. 

Veterans Day Poster

The official theme for Veterans Day 2025 is "Service to Our Nation". This theme is represented by the winning poster 

design; "Unified by Service," which visually connects all uniformed services under one purpose. The theme and poster 

aim to honor the unity, bravery, and sacrifice of all veterans.

Teachers Resource Guide

https://department.va.gov/veterans-day/poster/

https://department.va.gov/veterans-day/veterans-day-teachers-resource-guide/

BSMA TERESA SUMNERS,

DC REPRESENTATIVE
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Blue Daisies

Heather Schindler NY13

MI 177 Tonda Morgan

Ann Sanchez - CA7



Broken Arrow

 Blue Star Moms OK5

22nd Annual Golf 
Tournament

Broken Arrow Mayor 

Wimpee and Jennifer of 

the Tulsa Warriors Hockey 

club (she’s a goalie). Both 

of these wonderful ladies 
are also OK 5 Associates!

We had an informational booth at the 

POW/MIA Hockey Tournament 

organized by the Tulsa Warriors 

Hockey Club. TWHC is a group of 

veterans and family members that 

came together in camaraderie for fun 

and competition with other veteran 
hockey clubs across the nation.

We went to support our sisters 

along with OK 1 at a fundraiser for 

OK 20! What a fun night organized 
by Elks Lodge #1230!

River Walk Rally Joint Effort 
 OK 5 & Ok10







Thumb Chapter MI 178

Blue Star Mothers attend Tea Party at Frank 

Murphy Museum.

In early September, the Blue Star Mothers 

Thumb Chapter #178 gathered for an 

enjoyable day together at the Murphy 

Museum in Harbor Beach, MI. The 

afternoon started with a lovely and delicious 

tea in the sitting room of the 

museum. Sheila Eddy’s teacup 

demonstration was very interesting. Sheila, 

Sally Koehn and Margaret Clor were 

wonderful hostesses. The menu was 

delicious and made this high tea 

exceptional.

Following the tea, our group was given a 

tour of the Frank Murphy Museum. This 

included the law office and family home. We 

loved this tour and learned so much about 

Frank Murphy and his family. Frank went to 

U of M Law School. He served as 

Recorders Court Judge, Mayor of Detroit, 

Governor General and High Commissioner 

of the Philippines, Former Governor of 

Michigan, Attorney General of the United 

States, and Justice of the Supreme Court. 

This museum is packed with 

history. Thanks for hosting us, Sally Koehn 

(also a fellow Blue Star Mom).

Nicole Stermer, President, and Marcia Janik from Blue 

Star Mothers Thumb Chapter 178 attended the Blue 

Star Mothers Michigan convention in Grand Rapids, 

MI October 3rd, 4th, and 5th. Michigan Blue Star 

Mothers and a few others from the National Blue Star 

Mothers attended from other States. It was a busy 

weekend with meetings, guest speakers, and sister 

time. They enjoyed the Banquet with DJ John 
Frederick and dancing.









Michigan 197

This may, or may not be, Mary 
Patterson,  Missi Burl, Debby Baker, 
Kathy Bate and Lori Jackson at the 
82nd Annual Department of Michigan 

Convention in Grand Rapids!

Mary Patterson and Lori 
Jackson (Mi 197) meeting a 

veteran from Pentwater







On October 1st Nebraska 
Chapter 2 Heartland M*O*M*S 
partnered with the University of 
Nebraska basketball team & some 
Nebraska Guard members to put 
together care packages to send 

to our deployed service members.







Mountain Valley TN4

TN 4 was invited to speak at the Daughter of the American Revolution, Alexander Keith Chapter on
October 4th, highlighting our mission to fill Christmas stocking for our TN deployed heroes over the
holidays. Our local DAR has been a wonderful partnership in supporting us to reach this year’s
objective.

On October 11th, TN4 participated in the annual Pumpkin town event in downtown Athens,
TN, where we secured a prominent space, with the help of our local DAR. We displayed a
sample of the items included in each stocking and offered an Amazon QR code for convenient
purchases from our wish list. We humbly and gratefully accepted cash donations for help in
paying for postage. The event fostered valuable community connections with Mark Cochran,
TN House of Representatives, and Senator Adam Lowe.





Claudette Talbot, 
Becki Vander Molen

Bethany Nettleton, Terri, 
Becki Vander Molen

Jennifer Hayward, 
Andrea Sumner

Becki Vander Molen, 
Becky Stafford

Mardi Gras Big Dipper night
Left to Right Back row: Bethany Nettleton, 

Jennifer Dietrich, Becki Vander Molen, Terri, 
Pam Hull. Front row: Shelley Wilson, Jennifer 

Hayward, Andrea Sumner

Lisa Haik receiving her Shining 
Star pin by Linda Powers

Left to right: Stacy Pyper, Jennifer Hayward, Bethany 

Nettleton, Lisa Haik, Jennifer Dietrich, Becki Vander Molen, 
Pam Hull, Andrea Sumner

South-Kent
 Blue Star Mothers

MI191















Pine City Blue Star Moms
MN Chapter 16

We are in the midst of planning our annual craft show luncheon and 

bake sale fundraiser for November along with the preliminary planning 

of our bi-annual comedy show/dinner fundraiser that is scheduled for 

this coming Spring. 

We are awaiting the final tally from the Duluth Rocky Mountain 

Chocolate Factory's fudge sales from September. For every pound of 

fudge sold in September, they donate a pound to the troops and we 

have been fortunate enough to be able to send them out on their behalf. 

We spend a day in November packaging it up with other items in our 

annual care packages.













BSM H.O.M.E. CA30 Chapter

9/11 Patriot Day was a 

solemn day of  honor and 

remembrance, paying 

tribute to the bravery and 

sacrifice of  our nation’s first 

responders. Blue Star 

Mother Lorraine Camire 

joined local heroes in 

Norco, CA, to 

commemorate the day with 

deep respect and gratitude 

for all who serve and 

protect.

A Night to Remember

As the sun set over the George Ingalls Memorial Plaza on September 28, the Blue Star 

Mothers H.O.M.E. CA30 Chapter hosted a heartfelt ceremony in honor of Gold Star 

Mothers and Family Day. Surrounded by the warm glow of  twilight, they came 

together to remember and pay tribute to the families who have endured the greatest 

sacrifice, the loss of  a loved one in military service.

The evening was a solemn and beautiful reminder of  the true cost of  freedom, and a 

tribute to the enduring courage, strength, and resilience of  the families left behind. Their 

loved ones’ legacies continue to shine brightly, forever remembered and deeply honored.
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