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PRESIDENT
KAREN STILLWELL

Dear Members and Associates, Again, I am humbled and honored to serve 

as your National President. I want to thank you for placing your trust in me 

and giving me the opportunity to make our great organization bigger and 

better. In the first few weeks I have had the opportunity to add some 

amazing members to our committees and to appoint others into important 

positions. I am really looking forward to working with each and everyone of 

them, as well as all of you.

I wanted to let you all know the updated financial policies approved at this 

year's Convention have been posted on the website. The approved 

minutes from Convention 2024 and the draft minutes from this year have 

also been posted for your review. The draft copy of the minutes from this 

year will be approved at next year's Convention in 2026.

At the end of this month, I will be honored to represent all of you at Gold 

Star Mothers Weekend in DC. My heart is already full knowing I will be 

spending this special time with our amazing sisters.

 In October, I will be traveling to all three Department Conventions sharing 

special bonding time with each. Our common goals and values will unite 

us! Together we will be One Strong Mission Driven Force! Keeping in 

mind, the letters, PACE - Positive, Attitude, Changes, Everything!!

 On a personal note, this will be my eighth year serving on the National 

Board, three years as Department of Ohio President, two years as 2VP, 2 

years as 1VP and now as your National President. I am a retired RN, 

working in the Neuro field early on and then running a small business in 

the medical field for over 36 years
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. My husband and I just celebrated 45 years of marriage. We share two 

wonderful and successful children and three amazing grandchildren. Of 

course, being a Nonna(Noni) and Papaw is one of the best parts of life. 

In 2007, our son LT COL. Ryan Stillwell awarded me the honor and 

opportunity to be a Blue Star Mother, and I joined our organization in 

2011. He and our daughter-in-law, Lynn have three children, Ethan, 

Luke and Hannah.

Our daughter, Amy, is a very successful Executive VP in 

the medical field. She is always there for us and to support her brother 

and his family in any way she can. 

 I have served in many positions at both Chapter and Department 

Board levels. I quickly became involved in the sisterhood, helping our 

Military families, supporting our Gold Star families and fulfilling my 

passion to send comfort to the deployed and our Veterans. I challenge 

each of you to build on the strengths of your members and grow your 

Chapter and our organization. It is not about any one individual, but 

about the mission. Feel free to reach out if I can help you in any way. I 

continue to serve on my Chapter and Department Boards as a past 

president. I appreciate all their support and hard work! I am blessed to 

have had so many years working within this organization. Thank you for 

your continued kindness, understanding and support. Love and 

blessings to all of you and your families! 

Respectfully Yours in Service,

 Karen 
Karen Stillwell

National President

2025-2026
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1st VICE PRESIDENT
SONYA STOWERS

Hello Sisters! My name is Sonya Stowers and I am grateful to you for electing me 

to serve as your National 1st Vice President, thank you for your support and 

confidence! I will be taking care of all thing's membership related – new 

memberships, new associates, renewals, officer rosters, Affiliation Agreements, 

chapter rosters, and more. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out, 

I am available to help!

I joined Blue Star Mothers in 2016, when my son earned his EGA and became a 

Marine. He continues to serve, he and I both celebrating about 9 years of service to 

our respective organizations. Prior to this year, I served as both National 4th Vice 

President and National Financial Secretary. I have been a Chapter Mentor, the 

Remembrance Week Liaison for Memorial Day in Washington, DC, and at the 

Chapter level I have served 6 years as president and 3 years as financial secretary. 

This year I am honored to be our chapter’s first past chapter president to remain in 

the chapter and serve on the chapter board.

 My husband, Curt, and I met at university and have been married 38 years. In 

addition to our son, we have two wonderful daughters. We are blessed that all 3 of 

our kids plus our two bonus “in-love” kids who are our kids by marriage are thriving 

in this world. We are so happy that our son and his wife have given us the joy of 

being grandparents – our granddaughter is about 2.5 years old and is the light of 

our lives! That’s us in the photo, wearing our matching Christmas shirts, the last 

time we were all in the same place.
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2nd  VICE PRESIDENT
BETH BRUENING

"I’m incredibly excited and honored to have been elected to the National Executive 

Board! I look forward to getting to know all of you and learning more about your 

amazing chapters through my work on the monthly newsletter. Here’s to a great 

year of connection, collaboration, and growth!“

I joined Blue Star Mothers MO4 in 2015, shortly after my middle son, Kyle, enlisted 

in the Army. From the very beginning, I knew I had found the support I was looking 

for, and I quickly felt the deep bond of sisterhood that defines this incredible 

organization.

I’ve had the honor of serving as President of our chapter for the past several years. 

In that role, I’ve always strived to ensure every member feels welcome, valued, and 

included. A few of our members will tell you they’ve been “voluntold” to help on 

projects or serve on committees — and most of the time, they end up grateful! 

Sometimes we just need a little nudge out of our comfort zones.

My husband Gary (affectionately known as Garbear) and I have been married for 

38 wonderful years. We are blessed with three amazing children: Shane, Kyle, and 

Brianna. Shane and his wife Ally have two beautiful children — Brooks (3) and Ivy 

(5 months). Kyle, our Army Veteran, and his wife Justine recently welcomed their 

daughter Margo (3 months). While both of our sons and their families live close by, 

our daughter Brianna and her boyfriend Avery live just outside of Atlanta — only 

about three hours from our favorite beach, Tybee! They also have a beloved fur 

baby named Gunsmoke.

I’m excited and honored to serve on the National Executive Board. I hope my 

positive attitude and outgoing personality help each of you feel heard, included, 

and appreciated. Remember — not one of our stars shines brighter than another. 

But when we come together, we can do truly amazing things.
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I would like to thank you for electing me to serve on the National Executive

Board as your 3 rd Vice President. I appreciate the confidence you have in me, 

and I will do my best to always honor our Gold Star Mothers, our fallen heroes, 

and our fallen Veterans.

I would love to share a little about me for those who do not know me. I am

a mother of three. My son blessed me with the title of Blue Star Mother

thirteen years ago. He is a Master Sargent in the United States Air Force.

My son and daughter in love have also blessed me with the title of being a

Me-Me to our most precious grandbaby Olivia. I have two daughters who fill

my heart with so much joy. They both work and live close to home, and my

heart is happy spending time with them. My husband and I make our home

in Geneva, Ohio, along with our two “fur babies” Reagan and Harley. We

spend our time serving at our church and honoring our local Veterans

whenever possible. Our wind therapy is our favorite activity, riding our

Harley Davidson motorcycles whenever time allows.

3rd VICE PRESIDENT 
AMY JO HUTCHINSON
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Hello,

My name is Karla Keller and I am your new National 4th Vice President, 

responsible for:

1. Compliance

2. Chartering new Chapters, Departments or Auxiliaries

3. Closing Chapters, Departments or Auxiliaries

I have been a member of Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. since 2009. My oldest 

son was active duty in the Army, stationed at Ft. Carson, CO. He had completed 

his first deployment of 15 months to Iraq, and I wish I would have known about 

BSM before he ever deployed! I have two other children, a girl and a boy. My 

youngest son is married and my daughter and son in law have two wonderful kids, 

my grandson, Carson is 4 and my granddaughter, Collins is 2. The best gig ever is 

being Nana to them!

I have served many roles in Blue Star Mothers, in my chapter, Department of MN 

and on the National Board I was previously Department of MN President 

and National 2VP. I stay in Blue Star Mothers, to serve our military, veterans, gold 

star families and to make sure new mom’s have the support they need.

I’m learning a lot in my new role as 4VP and I am here to help.

I hope the year ahead brings much peace, love and success to all of us!

4th VICE PRESIDENT 
KARLA KELLER 
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Hello, My name is Leslie Majocka and I am honored to have been elected as 
National Recording Secretary.

I am a proud Navy Veteran having served for 6 years as a Hospital 

Corpsman. And I am a proud Blue Star Mother.  I was a chartering member of 

Chapter PA 16 in Southwestern Pennsylvania and have since served as 1VP 
and am currently President.

Last year, I was privileged to be appointed National Patriotic Instructor, a 
humbling experience which I thoroughly enjoyed and will never forget.  

I live near Pittsburgh, PA with my husband, Skip, an Army Veteran and I am 
employed as a Home Health Physical Therapist Assistant.

I have two amazing children, Briann and Ian, as well as two wonderful bonus 
children, Magnus & Aili.

My son was my first sailor and has now been enlisted for over 9 years.  He is 
an active-duty Aviation Mechanic currently stationed at Whidbey Island, WA.

My bonus son served 4 years in the Navy as an Aviation Electronics 
Technician.  He is now a Veteran.

As a Veteran myself, I thought I would be prepared for my children to serve in 

the military but, quickly found a whole new world as a military MOM.  I knew I 

needed other military moms!  So happy to have found my way into the Blue 
Star Mothers. 

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to serve as National Recording 
Secretary and look forward to the year ahead. 

RECORDING SECRETARY
LESLIE MAJOCKA 
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FINANCIAL  SECRETARY
CARRIE BECK 

RECORDING SECRETARYLESLIE MAJOCKA 

I am honored to serve as your National Financial Secretary for another year and am 

deeply grateful for the continued trust and support you have shown me. In this role, I 

am responsible for processing all incoming funds for the organization, including 

membership dues, donations, store purchases, event registrations, and other 

deposits. I am also available to assist chapter financial officers with any questions, 

concerns, or training they may need. I look forward to supporting you and helping 

with any financial needs that arise.

I am the proud mother of four children: my oldest, Tyler, a manager at a high-end 

tackle store and boat captain; my son Jacob, a U.S. who currently serves in the Army 

and who made me a Blue Star Mother in 2016; and my daughter Lilly, who married 

my “bonus son” Sean, currently serving in the Navy and transitioning to a 

Department of Defense civilian position. In addition to my responsibilities with the 

Blue Star Mothers, I work as an office administrator, handling accounts payable, 

accounts receivable, payroll, and other financial tasks for my husband and his 

business partner’s pool company in Florida. Clearly, numbers are my passion!

In addition to my role as National Financial Secretary, I have served as my chapter’s 

treasurer for four years and its president from 2023 to Present. I am blessed to lead 

an exceptional chapter and am proud to be part of the Blue Star Mothers 

organization. I also volunteer with our local Vietnam Veteran chapter as an Associate 

member, where I have been fortunate to receive their friendship and support to our 

organization.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. I am 

available via email at FinSec@BlueStarMothers.us, or by phone at 772-224-5166. 

As I work from home, I am flexible and happy to assist you whenever needed.

Thank you again for your continued trust, and I look forward to another productive 

year serving this incredible organization.

Warm regards,

Carrie Beck

National Financial Secretary,

 Blue Star Mothers of America
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TREASURER
JACQUELNE RANSOM 

Thank you for electing me to the office of National Treasurer. I am deeply 

honored by the trust you have placed in me. I am committed to serving with 

transparency, responsibility, and dedication. Together, we will safeguard our 

financial integrity and ensure that every decision supports the best interests 

of our organization. I look forward to working alongside all of you as we 

move toward a stronger future.

My name is Jacqueline Ransom and I am currently Past President and 

Chaplain of Department Michigan and Financial Secretary of chapter MI194. 

I have been a Blue Star Mothers member since 2014, although my son, 

Christopher enlisted in the Marine Corp 17 years before I knew about Blue 

Star Moms. He is now retired and lives in Michigan (Yay!) running his 

business; Semper Fi Guns and Ammo. His business partner is a Marine and 

they employ 2 other Marines. My wonderful daughter in law emigrated from 

Italy and became an American citizen in Okinawa. We tease her about that 

only occasionally…and we enjoy her cooking skills! They have 4 beautiful 

children. My husband and I have been married 50 years and have 4 other 

children, all girls. We think they are the reason Christopher joined the 

Marines, anything to get away from all the skirts and hair spray! They are all 

married and between them have 5 more beautiful children. I retired 5 years 

ago from working in the corporate office of a large mid-western superstore 

chain and yes, I am busier now than ever. In my spare time, I love my 

gardens, quilting, reading, restoring our 165-year-old home and spoiling my 

grandbabies. Blessings to you all and looking forward to a great year of 

service to our Military and Veterans.
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Most of you know me, but for the new members of our organization, 
Welcome! My name is Rebecca “Becky” Stafford. My husband, Jeff, and I 
have been blessed with 4 children; Shauna, Kristen, Jacob & Justin, and 10 
beautiful grandchildren. 

I joined BSMA in February of 2014 and I have the honor of claiming 3 Stars, all 
Air Force. My Son Jacob Stafford and my bonus Daughter Antoimae “Mae” 
Stafford are both Veterans, while my bonus Son Daniel Cobb is active duty.

 I was elected to the National Executive Board in 2018, serving as the 
National RecSec for three years (bonus year due to Covid). From 2021-2023 I 
served as the National 1VP, and from 2023-2025 I had the privilege of serving 
as your National President. Upon passing of the gavel to our current National 
President, I was asked to serve as the National Chaplain. It is such an honor 
to continue to serve this organization. If you need anything from your 
Chaplain, please feel free to email me at
chaplain@bluestarmothers.us.

PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENT/CHAPLAINREBECCA STAFFORD
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Most of you know me, but for the new members 
of our organization, Welcome! My name is 
Rebecca “Becky” Stafford. My husband, Jeff, and I 
have been blessed with 4 children; Shauna, 
Kristen, Jacob & Justin, and 10 beautiful 
grandchildren. 

I joined BSMA in February of 2014 and I have the 
honor of claiming 3 Stars, all Air Force. My Son 
Jacob Stafford and my bonus Daughter Antoimae 
“Mae” Stafford are both Veterans, while my 
bonus Son Daniel Cobb is active duty.

 I was elected to the National Executive Board in 
2018, serving as the National RecSec for three 
years (bonus year due to Covid). From 2021-2023 
I served as the National 1VP, and from 2023-2025 
I had the privilege of serving as your National 
President. Upon passing of the gavel to our 
current National President, I was asked to serve 
as the National Chaplain. It is such an honor to 
continue to serve this organization. If you need 
anything from your Chaplain, please feel free to 
email me at
chaplain@bluestarmothers.us.

PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENTCARLA BRODACKI
My journey began on September 14, 2001 when my son, a high school senior, decided to 

join the US Air Force after seeing the towers fall in New York City; watching our country 

being attacked and then mourning the loss of our fellow citizens on September 11, 2001. 

Bradley Michael Cogan became the bravest person I knew in my life, my son.

I joined Blue Star Mothers in 2004 after an Air Force Captain called me to make sure I 

was focused on something positive, preparing me for service in places unknown, his 

words. I think the call was really out of fear that I might be that mom who would rent a 

Humvee, or camel and make my way fully loaded to rescue my boy, of course this 

information came from my son, who also told the Captain that I was a better shot than he. 

LOL

 I have served in many offices since that day, from Chapter President to Department 

Recording Secretary, both Dept. and National Big Dipper offices and Finance officers on 

all levels. I served as the Department of Michigan President from 2008-2010. All these 

offices have allowed me to focus on positive programs while meeting many wonderful 

sisters throughout the years. I served as the National President from 2019 to 2021, it was 

an honor, then became the National Chaplain from 2021 to 2023 which was an amazing 

appointment and to date the best job ever. I just celebrated 21 years this past August and 

hope I can still be useful for years to come. I continue to serve on the National Executive 

board as a Past National President. If you need to talk or need anything, just reach out at 

pnpcarla@bluestarmothers.us

 Have Courage and be kind to one another, no matter the issue. Remember that our 

differences together

make us stronger.

Love to you all,

Carla Brodacki

mailto:pnpcarla@bluestarmothers.us
mailto:pnpcarla@bluestarmothers.us
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PARLIAMENTARIANPATTI ELLIOTT
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I have been a member of Blue Star Mothers of America since my daughter 

went active duty in January 2007.  I first joined an online chapter while I 

was living in Germany which later disbanded.  Once I got back to the 

states I found there was no chapter in South Carolina close to where I was 

living.  With the encouragement of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 186 

of which I was a member, I organized the Grand Strand Blue Star Mothers 

and served as its president until I  moved to Florida in 2016.  Upon moving 

to Florida I helped to establish the Ocala Blue Star Mothers and currently 

serve as its president.  I was the National President in 2018-19 and before 

that served two terms as National Financial Secretary and two terms at 

National Treasurer.  I also served as National First Vice President 2017-

2018.  I have been the National VAVS  Representative since 2014 and 

have served as National Finance Chair as well as being a member of the 

National Finance Committee.

I am the mother of two soldiers. a son and a daughter, in the United States 

Army.  My nonmilitary son is a financial adviser and I have nine 

grandchildren.  I am married to an Air Force veteran and we love to travel 

and work together with the American Legion, the VFW, and, of course, 

Blue Star Mothers.

Anne Parker, VAVS Representative
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From the Desk of
Anne Parker, VAVS Representative
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Blue Daisies

Jolene Potter

Marcia Howe

MARCIA HOWE

MI99

Marcia is best remembered for her 

love, kindness, compassion, 

perseverance, and faith in Christ.
Marcia was a devoted Veterans Affairs 

Voluntary Service (VAVS) representative at 

the Battle Creek, MI VA Facility. Through 

her dedication and compassion, she made 

a lasting impact on the lives of countless 

veterans and their families. Her tireless 

efforts and unwavering commitment to 

service will always be remembered and 

deeply appreciated.

Lisa Colon
Chapter PA202

Lisa K. Colón was the heart and soul of the Red Rose

 Blue Star Moms Chapter PA202. As the founder and

 president for seven years, Lisa organized nearly every

 event and participated in everything we did. Her

 leadership, dedication, and unwavering commitment

 shaped our chapter from the very beginning.

Lisa started our chapter in the fall of 2018—remarkably,

 while she was battling cancer. Her strength, vision, and

 love for our military families laid the foundation for a

 community that continues to grow and thrive because

 of her efforts.

We are forever grateful for the time, energy, and love

 Lisa poured into PA202. Her legacy will continue to guide

 and inspire us for years to come.
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Blue Daisies
NINA HAMBERGER

NH1

It is with great sadness 

 that share that our former

 Financial Secretary,

Nina Hamberger passed  away

 last evening. She was one of

 our Charter Members 

and will be deeply missed.

EDNA  JOLENE TAYLOR

                      OK11

 Jolene  was our Treasurer for several

 years, she has just given it up this

 past Dec of 24. Because she was

 sick. She was a very busy Blue Star

 Mother. She traveled to  several

conventions and 3 times to DC. 

She loved to bake for our Troops 

and Veterans and was even known

 to mail a couple of her Apple

turnovers to Our own DC rep.
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On August 26, Chapter 30 attended the 4th Angelversary Ceremony
 of the Fallen 13 in Norco, CA. Kareem Nikoui’s mother Shana  spoke 
about her daily struggles with the loss of her son. Their courage,
 sacrifice and love for our nation will never be forgotten.
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OK10

Since returning from convention, we have tried to stay very 

busy preparing for our upcoming Elections and end of year 

compliance. Putting to use everything we learned we are 

tweaking our Financial program to fill in any areas we had 

incorrectly entered and working on a new budget.

We attended a Dedication ceremony for a beautiful Purple 

Heart Memorial Garden in Jenks Oklahoma. We talked to a 

gentleman there about helping us get our Veterans groups 

to form a local Veterans Council and possibly a Veterans 

Park! (Pictures to follow)

We hosted a Meet and Greet/Make and Take to recruit new 

moms. We have a couple of good possibilities on the 

horizon. (pictures to follow)
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Mountain Valley TN4 proudly answered the call for Tunnel to Towers on 
September 6th,demonstrating our unwavering dedication to honoring our 
nation’s heroes. TN4 made a remarkable bronze level contribution and 
selflessly volunteered at the 5K race in Loudon, TN. We felt deeply humbled 
to be a part of this poignant tribute for those who served during 9/11
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Debbie Keysor, Kathy Bate and Lori Jackson 

promoting Blue Star Mothers at Founders day in 

Sanford, MI. It was chilly and windy,  warm and 

sunny, with and without rain. 

Pure Michigan!

MI197
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We joined Blue Star Moms from across the state at the end of 

August to participate in the Minnesota State Fair’s Military 

Appreciation Day Parade. The float was full of Blue Star Moms 

and family members, along with quite a few that walked the entire 

length of the parade. It was a great turnout, and the crowds are 

always supportive. Miss Minnesota, Maisie Adams stopped by to 

say hello and express her appreciation.

We held our September meeting and noted that we have a busy 

Fall ahead with our upcoming craft show luncheon, and other 

holiday events.

Pine City Blue Star Moms, MN 

Chapter 16
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GBSM Mothers voted in favor of 
making a donation to the upcoming 
VAVs Baby Shower event, scheduled 
for September 20th.Thanks to our 
dedicated VAVs volunteer, Cherie, we 
learned of the specific need for 
diapers and wipes — and we’re proud 
to help support this meaningful cause.
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SPANISH SPRINGS NV5
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Sunday
 September 28, 2025 
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