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PRESIDENT
KAREN STILLWELL

Dear Members and Associates, Again, | am humbled and honored to serve
as your National President. | want to thank you for placing your trust in me
and giving me the opportunity to make our great organization bigger and
better. In the first few weeks | have had the opportunity to add some
amazing members to our committees and to appoint others into important
positions. | am really looking forward to working with each and everyone of
them, as well as all of you.

| wanted to let you all know the updated financial policies approved at this
year's Convention have been posted on the website. The approved
minutes from Convention 2024 and the draft minutes from this year have
also been posted for your review. The draft copy of the minutes from this
year will be approved at next year's Convention in 2026.

At the end of this month, | will be honored to represent all of you at Gold
Star Mothers Weekend in DC. My heart is already full knowing | will be
spending this special time with our amazing sisters.

In October, | will be traveling to all three Department Conventions sharing
special bonding time with each. Our common goals and values will unite
us! Together we will be One Strong Mission Driven Force! Keeping in
mind, the letters, PACE - Positive, Attitude, Changes, Everything!!

On a personal note, this will be my eighth year serving on the National
Board, three years as Department of Ohio President, two years as 2VP, 2
years as 1VP and now as your National President. | am a retired RN,
working in the Neuro field early on and then running a small business in
the medical field for over 36 years




. My husband and | just celebrated 45 years of marriage. We share two
wonderful and successful children and three amazing grandchildren. Of
course, being a Nonna(Noni) and Papaw is one of the best parts of life.
In 2007, our son LT COL. Ryan Stillwell awarded me the honor and
opportunity to be a Blue Star Mother, and | joined our organization in
2011. He and our daughter-in-law, Lynn have three children, Ethan,
Luke and Hannah.

Our daughter, Amy, is a very successful Executive VP in
the medical field. She is always there for us and to support her brother
and his family in any way she can.

| have served in many positions at both Chapter and Department
Board levels. | quickly became involved in the sisterhood, helping our
Military families, supporting our Gold Star families and fulfilling my
passion to send comfort to the deployed and our Veterans. | challenge
each of you to build on the strengths of your members and grow your
Chapter and our organization. It is not about any one individual, but
about the mission. Feel free to reach out if | can help you in any way. |
continue to serve on my Chapter and Department Boards as a past
president. | appreciate all their support and hard work! | am blessed to
have had so many years working within this organization. Thank you for
your continued kindness, understanding and support. Love and
blessings to all of you and your families!

Respectfully Yours in Service,

Karen

Karen Stillwell
National President
2025-2026




1st VICE PRESIDENT
SONYA STOWERS

Hello Sisters! My name is Sonya Stowers and | am grateful to you for electing me
to serve as your National 1st Vice President, thank you for your support and
confidence! | will be taking care of all thing's membership related — new
memberships, new associates, renewals, officer rosters, Affiliation Agreements,
chapter rosters, and more. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out,
| am available to help!

| joined Blue Star Mothers in 2016, when my son earned his EGA and became a
Marine. He continues to serve, he and | both celebrating about 9 years of service to
our respective organizations. Prior to this year, | served as both National 4th Vice
President and National Financial Secretary. | have been a Chapter Mentor, the
Remembrance Week Liaison for Memorial Day in Washington, DC, and at the
Chapter level | have served 6 years as president and 3 years as financial secretary.
This year | am honored to be our chapter’s first past chapter president to remain in
the chapter and serve on the chapter board.

My husband, Curt, and | met at university and have been married 38 years. In
addition to our son, we have two wonderful daughters. We are blessed that all 3 of
our Kids plus our two bonus “in-love” kids who are our kids by marriage are thriving
in this world. We are so happy that our son and his wife have given us the joy of
being grandparents — our granddaughter is about 2.5 years old and is the light of
our lives! That’s us in the photo, wearing our matching Christmas shirts, the last
time we were all in the same place.




2"d  VICE PRESIDENT
BETH BRUENING

"I'm incredibly excited and honored to have been elected to the National Executive
Board! | look forward to getting to know all of you and learning more about your
amazing chapters through my work on the monthly newsletter. Here's to a great
year of connection, collaboration, and growth!”

| joined Blue Star Mothers MO4 in 2015, shortly after my middle son, Kyle, enlisted
in the Army. From the very beginning, | knew | had found the support | was looking
for, and | quickly felt the deep bond of sisterhood that defines this incredible
organization.

I've had the honor of serving as President of our chapter for the past several years.
In that role, I've always strived to ensure every member feels welcome, valued, and
included. A few of our members will tell you they’ve been “voluntold” to help on
projects or serve on committees — and most of the time, they end up grateful!
Sometimes we just need a little nudge out of our comfort zones.

My husband Gary (affectionately known as Garbear) and | have been married for
38 wonderful years. We are blessed with three amazing children: Shane, Kyle, and
Brianna. Shane and his wife Ally have two beautiful children — Brooks (3) and lvy
(5 months). Kyle, our Army Veteran, and his wife Justine recently welcomed their
daughter Margo (3 months). While both of our sons and their families live close by,
our daughter Brianna and her boyfriend Avery live just outside of Atlanta — only
about three hours from our favorite beach, Tybee! They also have a beloved fur
baby named Gunsmoke.

I’'m excited and honored to serve on the National Executive Board. | hope my
positive attitude and outgoing personality help each of you feel heard, included,
and appreciated. Remember — not one of our stars shines brighter than another.
But when we come together, we can do truly amazing things.
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3rd VICE PRESIDENT
AMY JO HUTCHINSON

| would like to thank you for electing me to serve on the National Executive
Board as your 3 rd Vice President. | appreciate the confidence you have in me,
and | will do my best to always honor our Gold Star Mothers, our fallen heroes,
and our fallen Veterans.

| would love to share a little about me for those who do not know me. | am
a mother of three. My son blessed me with the title of Blue Star Mother
thirteen years ago. He is a Master Sargent in the United States Air Force.
My son and daughter in love have also blessed me with the title of being a
Me-Me to our most precious grandbaby Olivia. | have two daughters who fill
my heart with so much joy. They both work and live close to home, and my
heart is happy spending time with them. My husband and | make our home
in Geneva, Ohio, along with our two “fur babies” Reagan and Harley. We
spend our time serving at our church and honoring our local Veterans
whenever possible. Our wind therapy is our favorite activity, riding our
Harley Davidson motorcycles whenever time allows.




4th VICE PRESIDENT
KARLA KELLER

My name is Karla Keller and | am your new National 4th Vice President,
responsible for:

1. Compliance

2. Chartering new Chapters, Departments or Auxiliaries

3. Closing Chapters, Departments or Auxiliaries

| have been a member of Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. since 2009. My oldest
son was active duty in the Army, stationed at Ft. Carson, CO. He had completed
his first deployment of 15 months to Iraq, and | wish | would have known about
BSM before he ever deployed! | have two other children, a girl and a boy. My
youngest son is married and my daughter and son in law have two wonderful kids,
my grandson, Carson is 4 and my granddaughter, Collins is 2. The best gig ever is
being Nana to them!

| have served many roles in Blue Star Mothers, in my chapter, Department of MN
and on the National Board | was previously Department of MN President

and National 2VP. | stay in Blue Star Mothers, to serve our military, veterans, gold
star families and to make sure new mom’s have the support they need.

I’'m learning a lot in my new role as 4VP and | am here to help.

| hope the year ahead brings much peace, love and success to all of us!




RECORDING SECRETARY
LESLIE MAJOCKA

Hello, My name is Leslie Majocka and | am honored to have been elected as
National Recording Secretary.

| am a proud Navy Veteran having served for 6 years as a Hospital
Corpsman. And | am a proud Blue Star Mother. | was a chartering member of
Chapter PA 16 in Southwestern Pennsylvania and have since served as 1VP
and am currently President.

Last year, | was privileged to be appointed National Patriotic Instructor, a
humbling experience which | thoroughly enjoyed and will never forget.

| live near Pittsburgh, PA with my husband, Skip, an Army Veteran and | am
employed as a Home Health Physical Therapist Assistant.

| have two amazing children, Briann and lan, as well as two wonderful bonus
children, Magnus & Aili.

My son was my first sailor and has now been enlisted for over 9 years. He is
an active-duty Aviation Mechanic currently stationed at Whidbey Island, WA.

My bonus son served 4 years in the Navy as an Aviation Electronics
Technician. He is now a Veteran.

As a Veteran myself, | thought | would be prepared for my children to serve in
the military but, quickly found a whole new world as a military MOM. | knew |
needed other military moms! So happy to have found my way into the Blue
Star Mothers.

| sincerely appreciate the opportunity to serve as National Recording
Secretary and look forward to the year ahead.




FINANCIAL SECRETARY
CARRIE BECK

| am honored to serve as your National Financial Secretary for another year and am
deeply grateful for the continued trust and support you have shown me. In this role, |
am responsible for processing all incoming funds for the organization, including
membership dues, donations, store purchases, event registrations, and other
deposits. | am also available to assist chapter financial officers with any questions,
concerns, or training they may need. | look forward to supporting you and helping
with any financial needs that arise.

| am the proud mother of four children: my oldest, Tyler, a manager at a high-end
tackle store and boat captain; my son Jacob, a U.S. who currently serves in the Army
and who made me a Blue Star Mother in 2016; and my daughter Lilly, who married
my “bonus son” Sean, currently serving in the Navy and transitioning to a
Department of Defense civilian position. In addition to my responsibilities with the
Blue Star Mothers, | work as an office administrator, handling accounts payable,
accounts receivable, payroll, and other financial tasks for my husband and his
business partner’s pool company in Florida. Clearly, numbers are my passion!

In addition to my role as National Financial Secretary, | have served as my chapter’s
treasurer for four years and its president from 2023 to Present. | am blessed to lead
an exceptional chapter and am proud to be part of the Blue Star Mothers
organization. | also volunteer with our local Vietnam Veteran chapter as an Associate
member, where | have been fortunate to receive their friendship and support to our
organization.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. | am
available via email at FinSec@BlueStarMothers.us, or by phone at 772-224-5166.
As | work from home, | am flexible and happy to assist you whenever needed.

Thank you again for your continued trust, and | look forward to another productive
year serving this incredible organization.

Warm regards. VRN

Carrie Beck
National Financial Secretary,

Blue Star Mothers of America




TREASURER
JACQUELNE RANSOM

Thank you for electing me to the office of National Treasurer. | am deeply
honored by the trust you have placed in me. | am committed to serving with
transparency, responsibility, and dedication. Together, we will safeguard our
financial integrity and ensure that every decision supports the best interests
of our organization. | look forward to working alongside all of you as we
move toward a stronger future.

My name is Jacqueline Ransom and | am currently Past President and
Chaplain of Department Michigan and Financial Secretary of chapter M1194.
| have been a Blue Star Mothers member since 2014, although my son,
Christopher enlisted in the Marine Corp 17 years before | knew about Blue
Star Moms. He is now retired and lives in Michigan (Yay!) running his
business; Semper Fi Guns and Ammo. His business partner is a Marine and
they employ 2 other Marines. My wonderful daughter in law emigrated from
Italy and became an American citizen in Okinawa. We tease her about that
only occasionally...and we enjoy her cooking skills! They have 4 beautiful
children. My husband and | have been married 50 years and have 4 other
children, all girls. We think they are the reason Christopher joined the
Marines, anything to get away from all the skirts and hair spray! They are all
married and between them have 5 more beautiful children. | retired 5 years
ago from working in the corporate office of a large mid-western superstore
chain and yes, | am busier now than ever. In my spare time, | love my
gardens, quilting, reading, restoring our 165-year-old home and spoiling my
grandbabies. Blessings to you all and looking forward to a great year of
service to our Military and Veterans. .




PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENT/CHAPLAIN
REBECCA STAFFORD

Most of you know me, but for the new members of our organization,
Welcome! My name is Rebecca “Becky” Stafford. My husband, Jeff, and |
have been blessed with 4 children; Shauna, Kristen, Jacob & Justin, and 10
beautiful grandchildren.

| joined BSMA in February of 2014 and | have the honor of claiming 3 Stars, all
Air Force. My Son Jacob Stafford and my bonus Daughter Antoimae “Mae”
Stafford are both Veterans, while my bonus Son Daniel Cobb is active duty.

| was elected to the National Executive Board in 2018, serving as the
National RecSec for three years (bonus year due to Covid). From 2021-2023 |
served as the National 1VP, and from 2023-2025 | had the privilege of serving
as your National President. Upon passing of the gavel to our current National
President, | was asked to serve as the National Chaplain. It is such an honor
to continue to serve this organization. If you need anything from your
Chaplain, please feel free to email me at

chaplain@bluestarmothers.us.
Eos iy =
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PAST NATIONAL PRESIDENT
CARLA BRODACKI

My journey began on September 14, 2001 when my son, a high school senior, decided to
join the US Air Force after seeing the towers fall in New York City; watching our country
being attacked and then mourning the loss of our fellow citizens on September 11, 2001.
Bradley Michael Cogan became the bravest person | knew in my life, my son.

| joined Blue Star Mothers in 2004 after an Air Force Captain called me to make sure |
was focused on something positive, preparing me for service in places unknown, his
words. | think the call was really out of fear that | might be that mom who would rent a
Humvee, or camel and make my way fully loaded to rescue my boy, of course this
information came from my son, who also told the Captain that | was a better shot than he.
LOL

| have served in many offices since that day, from Chapter President to Department
Recording Secretary, both Dept. and National Big Dipper offices and Finance officers on
all levels. | served as the Department of Michigan President from 2008-2010. All these
offices have allowed me to focus on positive programs while meeting many wonderful
sisters throughout the years. | served as the National President from 2019 to 2021, it was
an honor, then became the National Chaplain from 2021 to 2023 which was an amazing
appointment and to date the best job ever. | just celebrated 21 years this past August and
hope | can still be useful for years to come. | continue to serve on the National Executive
board as a Past National President. If you need to talk or need anything, just reach out at
pnpcarla@bluestarmothers.us

Have Courage and be kind to one another, no matter the issue. Remember that our
differences together
make us stronger.
Love to you all,
Carla Brodacki
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PARLIAMENTARIAN
PATTI ELLIOTT

Patti is serving a third term as the National Parliamentarian for BSMA. Patti originally
joined BSMA in 2007, when her youngest son, Lucas, joined the US Army. She served for
several years as the President of the then NC-7 Chapter of BSMA.

Lucas was an MP in the Army Reserve, attached to the 805th MP CO, located in Cary,
NC. Following Lucas's death on July 15, 2011, in Basra, Iraq, Patti became a member of
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., serving in various positions at the local, state and national
levels, culminating in serving as the 2024-2025 National President of AGSM).

Patti returned to membership in BSMA in 2023. Additionally, Patti is a member of
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 52 in Franklinton, NC; serves on the Board of Directors of Big
and Small Peer Support, anorganization designed to provide mental health resources to first
responders; and was recently selected to sit on the board of directors of the Purple Heart
Foundation of North Carolina.

Patti is originally from Boone, NC. After graduating from Appalachian State University in
1985, she moved to the Raleigh area, where she continues to live. She received her master’'s
degree in organizational leadership in 2023 from Waldorf University, is an active member of
Wakefield United Methodist Church and works as a freelance court reporter. When she has free

time, you will find her spoiling her three granddaughters.




Anne Parker,
VAVS Representative

| have been a member of Blue Star Mothers of America since my daughter
went active duty in January 2007. | first joined an online chapter while |
was living in Germany which later disbanded. Once | got back to the
states | found there was no chapter in South Carolina close to where | was
living. With the encouragement of the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 186
of which | was a member, | organized the Grand Strand Blue Star Mothers
and served as its president until | moved to Florida in 2016. Upon moving
to Florida | helped to establish the Ocala Blue Star Mothers and currently
serve as its president. | was the National President in 2018-19 and before
that served two terms as National Financial Secretary and two terms at
National Treasurer. | also served as National First Vice President 2017-
2018. I have been the National VAVS Representative since 2014 and
have served as National Finance Chair as well as being a member of the
National Finance Committee.

| am the mother of two soldiers. a son and a daughter, in the United States
Army. My nonmilitary son is a financial adviser and | have nine
grandchildren. | am married to an Air Force veteran and we love to travel
and work together with the American Legion, the VFW, and, of course,
Blue Star Mothers.

VOLUNTARY
SERVICE

CEPARTAMENT OF VETERANS AFFARS
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From the Desk of

Anne Parker, VAVS Representative
=+
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Todey, Septembear 11, our VAWSE Mational Rap, Anne Parker, recaivad this articla for the VA
Orffice im C. Anne would like to share with all of our Blue Star Mothers.

Septermber 11 is recognized as a Mational Day of Service, a day dedicated to giving back to our
communities and honoring the lives affected by the events of 9/11. VA offers numerous
opportunities for you, your famiby, community organizations or service groups to serve area
Weterans, their families, caregivers and survivors.

Opportunities to volunteer

One significant area of nead iz for volunteer drivers to assist with the Voluntear
Transportation Metwork. As a volunteer driver, you will transport Veterans from their homes
to their ¥4 scheduled appointments wia a provided wehicle. Many volunteer drivers report that
thase experiences allow them to form lifelong friendships and enjoy the camaraderie shared
with their passengers.

If wolunteering within a medical center doesn't suit you, virtual opportunities such as the
Compassionate Contact Corps are also available. This social prescribing program connects
trained volunteers with socially isclated Veterans or those experiencing loneliness, through
regular phone calls. Voluntesers in this pragram share they hawve many enriching
conwersations with Veterans about sports, hobbies and cherished memories from the past.

Finally, if wouw are not able to routinely give back, your organization can consider contacting
your local WA to explore the many occasional xoluntesr opportunities, such as wisiting
hospitalized Veterans to zay thank you for your service ar doing a community service praject.

Thesze examples illustrate just a few of the many fulfilling volunteer opportunities available.
Additional volunteer assignments include assisting at a food bank to combat food insecurity,
providing wayfinding support at medical centers by aiding VYeterans as an escort, or greeting
Weterans at the main entrance as a Red Coat Ambassadaor.

Your commitment to wolunteering does not have to be a full-time obligation. You can choose
assignmenits that it around your schedule and the number of howrs you wish to contribute.
By becoming a VA voluntear, you join owver 27 950 individuals who dedicate their time to
honor the sacrifices made by Veterans nationwide.

VOLUNTARY
SERVICE

CEPARTAMENT OF VETERANS AFFARS




It’s Compliance time again!

| know it’s still summer, but it is also the beginning of the Compliance
Season! Compliance Season runs from September 1** through December

1%t each fiscal year so now is the time to start gathering your paperwork!

What is Compliance Season you might ask? Every Department, Chapter, and Auxiliary of Blue Star
Mothers of America, Incorporated must submit compliance documents once each year and this is
that time. This is a legal obligation, parts of which are required by the IRS and by our State
governments and by BSMA. We ask for this documentation because we are required to have it!

So far so good! This year about % of our Departments/Chapters/Auxiliaries have already started
submitting their compliance reports and documents. Thank you!

We even have a handful of Chapters that have already submitted everything and it has all been
approved — this is awesome! You will receive an email from me when that happens for you!

Now let’s add you to the list of those with components submitted if you aren’t already on it, start
submitting your compliance today!

You can find the updated Compliance Guide on our National website.

**Remember to log in using your Department/Chapter/Auxiliary log in information when you are
completing compliance!

Remember to use the most recent forms available, including the most recent Affiliation Agreement
signed by our current National Officers in early August right after Convention.

Remember that even if your Chapter closed during the last fiscal year, you still are required to
complete many aspects of compliance in order to formally close your obligations to the IRS, to your
State, and to BSMA, Inc.

Remember that it does not matter how active your D/C/A is, everyone must complete compliance
and it is due no later than December 1%t every year.

Remember that submitted does not mean approved or accepted. All of our required compliance
documents are reviewed by the N4VP, the N1VP, or the Financial Review Team. If you hear from one
of these people, please respond as quickly as possible with the clarifications/corrections they have
requested.

Everyone can help us get to 100% compliance —encourage your chapter Sisters along the way!
Reach out anytime, | am here to help you!

R IClg
Yours in Service, \Aw U%ES STAW”‘DS 4 S

Karla Keller

National 4*" VP — Compliance
651-470-8996

AVP@bluestarmothers.us
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IT'S PAST RENEWAL TIME!!

Our membership runs from September 1 through August 31, our
renewal period begins June 1 and ends August 31 each year. You have
received at least one email with instructions to renew. If you have not
renewed for fiscal year 2025-2026 yet, now is the time to get this done! For your
convenience, we have noted several ways in which you can do this:

# Click the link provided in the email and pay online. This is the easiest and
guickest way Lo renew. Once you submit your payment anline, your profile is
automatically updated with payment information and your expiration date will
automatically change to 08/3172026. Mo waiting - done! We do ask that you
print your receipt and provide a copy to your Chapter for their records.

= You may pay your Chapter and they can submit a Chapter Dues Renewal on
waur behialf. This takes a little longer, by the time they deposit your payment,
submit to the Mational 1¥P, and wait for her to update your profile. Although
this is done in a timely fashion, please remember, we have thousands of
members renewing 0 things do slow down just a bit between June and
September based upon how many choose this method of payment.

Hote to Chapters ~ please make sure your submizsions are sent in a
Limely manner.

= Print the invoice and mail, along with your check, to the National Financial
Secretary. While this is very much an option, it is the least recommended,
simply for timing purposes. Oncoe your inveice and payment make it through
the mail to her PO Box, she then has to process, scan and email to the Mational
1¥P. Please remember, both the Mational Financial Secretary and Mational 1VP
are working very hard to get through all of their emails and processing
procedures as quickly as pessible. 50, in a nutshell, this takes the longest to
process.

Renewal notices are automatically generated so you will receive one until your
payment is posted and your profile is updated. It you choose aption £ or 3 above,

please remember it takes longer to process and you may receive another renswal
notice.

It you have NEW members joining, we highly recommend they join online. Again, this
method is quicker; however, options 2 and 3 above are available as well.

Questions?? Pleasze feel free to reach out to your Mational 1WP, | am happy to help

you throush the process.
" l.r LI &
ime g, - . N
4 -~ ;w.al“

Yours in Servce,
Sonya Stowers Mé’

Hational 1YP
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treering
Yearbooks will
now be shipped
to your homes.

82nd National Convention
Milwaukee, WI
July 28 - August 1, 2025
"Together We Are Stronger”

IT"SNOT TOO LATE TO PURCHASE THE

2024-2025
BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF AMERICA

YEARBOOK!

Customize Your 2 Free Poges To Purchase & Customize Your Yearbook,
. g . Use The QR Code Below, or:

Go Must De 0 parent or student 13 yoears or older
Argwer fun Memary Questions to holp 1 Goto: www.treering.com/validate
fomember the yoor
The 2 Custom Pooes ote FREE ond ore 2 Enter your school's passcode:
printed ONLY in your book, Want more 101416260317183

roguior price: $25.81
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ShipThrifty.com

Save time, money, & hassles!

® Military Shipping Requires Additional Details

Regulation Overview Effective September 1, 2025:
LS, Customs and Border Protection (CBP! now requires HS Codes for all overseas military
ghipping to APQ, FPO, and DFQ addresses.

Military mail must fallow both demestic and intemational mall requirements (customs
declarations are required since these packages are leaving our country, but they receive
domestic pricing since they are going to our troops). That means:

e A detailled description of each itemn is critical. Enforcement of this stared July 14, 2024,
which made vague descriptions like snacks, toiletnes, etc. unacceptable. Packages started
baing returmed for insufficient customs.

e Quantity, weight, and value of each item are now required. Previously the quantity and
value were a requirement, and the overall package weight was acceptable. Mow there must be
weight for each item with a description and that weight is used to calculate your overall package
weight (Ship Thrifty will tally them for vou autematically’l. Based on everything we've heard,
services that don't comply aren't technically compliant. Ship Thrifty modified its system to
adhere to the requirements laid out.

t#* HS Codes for goods (6 digits minimum). Prior to September 1, 2025, a detailed description of
gach itermn was acceptable for military shipping. The codes are now a regulred field, but USPS is
not enforcing them at this time but could in the future. If they are left off a foreign customs
authority could potentially review and reject any package. Ship Thrifty currently has a look-up
feature and link to search Google for HS Codes. They are building a care package spechic HS
look up and will still include the ability to search with Google if you don't find an item listed.

¢ Country of origin (where it was made) — optional for now but leaving it blank may cause
rejection so USPS suggests including it. Ship Thrifty will currently require this filed and default
the selection to the U.S. since that is what the majority will be. We didn't want to risk
nonrefundakle retums for anyone supporting the troops or the families of those serving.

Ship Thrifty hosted webinars right after the changes went into effect to share the implications of
the changeas.

Here is the re-recording of the webinar which incorporates any new learnings to
date. hitps:youtu be/lwUTEM311Z0
Care Packing Event Checklist: hittps:shipthriftv.com/resource/care-packing-event-chacklist!

Below is the information Ship Thrifty received from their USPS International Team about
the requirements. Mote this t=am also escalated Ship Thrifty's questions abaout the miltary
requirements o the USPS Global Team which confirmed the changes:

The current mandatory and conditional data elements are below. There is the inclusion of HS
Codes, but Country of Origin remains in the Conditional list for now, with the caveat that a

1.8.0.0.0.6.0.6.0.
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country may require it and not including it may cause nonrefundable returned packages -
remarmbering that AFO/FPO goods are stll under Customs procedures in the destination
country.

IMI 123.7 - https://pe.usps.govitext/immiimme1_008.htm

1. Mandatory Data Elements: The following data elements are mandatory for all customs
forms, regardless of mail class:

1. Sender’s full name and address.

2. Recipient’s full name and address.

3. Category of items (e.g., document, gift, merchandise, etc.).

4. A detailed description of contents, including the quantity, net weight, and valua
for each item in the package.

5. Harmonized System (HS) code, Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) code, or
Schedule B number. [9-1-25]

6. Sender's signature and date.

4. Conditional Data Elements: The following data elements may be required based on the
contents of the package and other nanpostal rules and regulations:

1. Sender’s phone number.

2. Sender's email address.

3. Recipient’s phone number.

4. Recipient’s email address.

5. License/Permit number.

6. AES ITH ar exemphun citation [NDEEI} fser.- 520—52'!]

Eshadula—ﬁ-numbaﬁﬂ ﬂﬂuniry nfarigln of gmds

Two crucial parts of the overall mailing:

Detalled descripions are the most impartant part — too often packages contain
dangerous or non-mailable items, e.q., aerosols, hand sanitizer, wipes with alcohol, etc.
Safety I= paramount, and airines have the right fo refuse packages due to concems.
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Blue Daisies

Lisa Colon
Chapter PA202

Lisa K. Colon was the heart and soul of the Red Rose
Blue Star Moms Chapter PA202. As the founder and
president for seven years, Lisa organized nearly every
event and participated in everything we did. Her
leadership, dedication, and unwavering commitment
shaped our chapter from the very beginning.

Lisa started our chapter in the fall of 2018—remarkably,
while she was battling cancer. Her strength, vision, and
love for our military families laid the foundation for a
community that continues to grow and thrive because
of her efforts.

We are forever grateful for the time, energy, and love
Lisa poured into PA202. Her legacy will continue to guide
and inspire us for years to come.

ST T

MARCIA HOWE
MI99

Marcia is best remembered for her
love, kindness, compassion,

perseverance, and faith in Christ.
Marcia was a devoted Veterans Affairs
Voluntary Service (VAVS) representative at
the Battle Creek, MI VA Facility. Through
her dedication and compassion, she made
a lasting impact on the lives of countless
veterans and their families. Her tireless
efforts and unwavering commitment to
service will always be remembered and
deeply appreciated.
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NINA HAMBERGER
NH1

It is with great sadness
that share that our former
Financial Secretary,

Nina Hamberger passed away
last evening. She was one of
our Charter Members
and will be deeply missed.

EDNA JOLENE TAYLOR

OK11
Jolene was our Treasurer for several
years, she has just given it up this
past Dec of 24. Because she was
sick. She was a very busy Blue Star
Mother. She traveled to several
conventions and 3 times to DC.
She loved to bake for our Troops
and Veterans and was even known
to mail a couple of her Apple
turnovers to Our own DC rep.
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed
and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you.
We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in
Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month,
The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the
last time someone speaks your name. We hope you will not let them be forgotten.
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed
and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you.

We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in
Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month.
The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the

last time someone speaks your name. We hope you will not let them be forgotten.
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed

and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you.
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We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in
Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month,
The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the
last time someone speaks your name. We hope you will not let them be forgotten.
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed
and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you.
We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in
Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month,
The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the
last time someone speaks your name. We hope you will not let them be forgotten.
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed
and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you.
We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in
Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month,
The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the
last time someone speaks your name. We hope you will not let them be forgotten.
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Through research we find hundreds of names of Veterans each month who have passed

and we want to honor them by sharing their names with you.

We started this addition to the newsletter beginning with all the Veterans who passed in
Fiscal Year 2023-2024, each newsletter from now on will be those from the previous month,
The Ancient Egyptians believe you die twice, once when you take your final breath and the
last time someone speaks your name. We hope you will not let them be forgotten.
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NY=] attend: the summer Veteran': Women's Health Events, to provide zift bags for attendees, and to provide
hmck Picture from Apnil 30 event. Additional events on July 17, Tuesday, from 10AM to 2PM i Batk, NY
and August 12", Tuesday, from 10AM to 2PM m Canandaizua

A nephew of 3 NYZ1 Mom is 3 professional paintar and belongs to the Painters Union. The Union
decided to do a community service project to paint our Cantesn! Many painters were at the Canteen
on June 7". NY#1 provided lunch for the painters. The house is now a desp blue. Another family
member took care of needad repairs on the building prior to the painting. NY#1 Moms were on-site
cleaning the inside of the Canteen on June 7.
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On July 18, Alma, Sandi, and Lin did community service picking up trash around the Lake Arrowhead trail.

On August 1st, our moms participated in the Running Springs Mountain Top Days Parade!

On August 22, more moms and dads helped clean up the trail ot Lake Arrowhead.

Bridgett Newsham had her daughter Madison's Hometown Hero Banner made. it will be installed soon,

Our Treasurer, Sandi DeMarco, was able to attend the Convention in Wisconsin, July 28 - August 2, 2025!

This is the first time o member of our chapter has attended the National Convention! The Wisconsin Blue Star Mothers
orgonized this year’s National Convention and surprised members with a goodie bag of donations from other chapters.
Highlights included: a fieldtrip to the WW2 Museum, o fun pajoma sock hop, a solemn moment of silence, and meeting one of
our advisors, Anne Parker. Fun time was had by all!
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The Triple Digit Heat Didn't Stop BSM AZ4
from Having Cool Happenings in Arizona's
Southwest Vailey

VAPHOENIX HOSPITAL LUALU
Our Chagter was honored to be at tha VA

Phoanix Hospital Luau event. The event was
hosted by Riders USA and our BSM AZ4
chapter. The special cay featured a military
veleran ukulale band, hula dancers, and
homamade pineagple upside down cakes.

Qur Chapter was proud to be a part of the 2501h
yearof tha U.S. Army avent at the Pat Tilman
Center at Anzona State University.

BLUE STAR MOMS

OF THE SOUTHWEST VALLEY

BLUE STAR BQUS MEMORIAL MARKER

it was o beautitul moming n Litchfietd Park, AZ
a5 our Blue Star Moms AZ4 Memonal Marker was
urveiled. Thas is the tirst of its kond in Anzona. It
began four years ago when our Past AZ4
PFresident Theresa Koontz began the process for
this important and impactful progect. Therasa
had a vision for a tandmark for all to visit to
respoct and honor thoss who are serving and
thosa who have served in our military Armed
Forcas. The avent took place on Armed Forces
Day in the city center of Litchlield Park. We are
very grateful to oll who attended and to the
dedication and support from our partners who
helped make this day possible,

Our Chagter joined the Crty of Litchfietd Park, AZ
for o Flag Rammg Ceramony to celabrate the
Army's 250th Anniversary.




On August 26, Chapter 30 attended the 4th Angelversary Ceremony
of the Fallen 13 in Norco, CA. Kareem Nikoui’s mother Shana spoke
about her daily struggles with the loss of her son. Their courage,
sacrifice and love for our nation will never be forgotten.

Honor & Remember the
< 4 year Angelversary of
the Fallen 13 on
8/26/2025

Blue Star ®
Mothers =&
H.OME. ¥
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-




Blue Star Mothers of America
Louisiana Chapter 1

News from the Mothers of Military Servicemen and Women
September 2025
L e 8 8 &

LA1 Celebrates 20 Years of
Support Through Service

Honoring I.A1 founder Janet Broussard and
- Red Rock and Blue founders Iris Malveaux and
: Jacques Doucet

\ 7 The Support Through Service Gala
: L ’y' raised money to support two
organizations.

/  Books i

for L

Boots

Army Maj. Gen. Gold Star
(Ret.) John P. Mother Ruth
Basilica Jr. Reed

Patsy Becker Jan McCurdy
Lynette Bell Liz Walker
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£3 July Highlights
We kicked off the month with a burst o
the beloved Ca shurg 4th of J

of attending th

deeply moving g

ne mw
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tinues to Insp
d the Nationa
wealth of insight
chapter's mission ocunded out the mon
monthly meeting, where we joyfully ¢
s that steadfastly su

an evening filled with gratitede and camaraderie

& August Moments of Care & Connection
As August arrived, we tumed our focus to nurturing and
support. Our chapter proudly p ated in the March of
Dimes Baby Shower, cefebrating and uplifiing military moms-
to-be with thoughtful gifts and warm encouragement.
Meanwhile, our Veteran Affalrs Repr
beautiful bounty from the Butler VA
harvest made possible by dedicated
their efforts, our local heroes enjoyed
e, a simple yet powerful reminder

d the month with cur mon 1. reflecting on
a summer of meaningful Impact and looking ahead to the
opportunities that fall will bring.

¥ Through every event, our chapte tinues to embady the
and hes It support. Here's to the

outhwestem PA!
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Since returning from convention, we have tried to stay very
busy preparing for our upcoming Elections and end of year
compliance. Putting to use everything we learned we are
tweaking our Financial program to fill in any areas we had
incorrectly entered and working on a new budget.

We attended a Dedication ceremony for a beautiful Purple
Heart Memorial Garden in Jenks Oklahoma. We talked to a
gentleman there about helping us get our Veterans groups
to form a local Veterans Council and possibly a Veterans
Park! (Pictures to follow)

We hosted a Meet and Greet/Make and Take to recruit new
moms. We have a couple of good possibilities on the
horizon. (pictures to follow)




Mountain Valley TN4 proudly answered the call for Tunnel to Towers on
September 6th,demonstrating our unwavering dedication to honoring our
nation’s heroes. TN4 made a remarkable bronze level contribution and
selflessly volunteered at the 5K race in Loudon, TN. We felt deeply humbled
to be a part of this poignant tribute for those who served during 9/11




Debbie Keysor, Kathy Bate and Lori Jackson
promoting Blue Star Mothers at Founders day in
Sanford, MI. It was chilly and windy, warm and

sunny, with and without rain.
Pure Michigan!




YELLOW ROSE - TX20

n Blue Star Mothers of Americo Yellow Rose TX20
[G) BSMA Yellow Rose TX20

TX20 IN
ACTION!

Chapter Meetings are never just
Chapter Meetings! We use our |
monthly get-togethers for
sisterhood fellowship, taking
care of a little bit of business,
and service.

September 2025

@ This month we packed goodie bags
with salty snacks, sweet treats, Harbor |
Freight microfiber towels and Bass Pro
beef jerky. We even had moms writing
letters of support to our Active-Duty

Service Members for a project with the E

American Legion. S a0l -
2025-2026 TX20 BOARD
President Stephanie Manchen
VP Jenn DiMarco

2" VP Hope Briggs

Rec Secretary ~ Sonia Smith

Fin Secretary ~ Amy Crocket-Norwine
Treasurer Jennifer Rowe




BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF THE
LEHIGH VALLEY PA201

# Members from our Chapter participated
> = oo the weekend of August 22-24 in the sec-
S e "-."‘M ond Philling the Need weekend at Coca-
] Cola park in Allentown PA. This August
campaign proved to be a great success in
supporting our Chapter's Fall care pack-
age shipment in providing both monetary
and item donations.

o/
N

[ 8-
»

The Nam Knights MC - Lehigh Valley Chap-
ter hosted their Annual Vet Fest on Satur-
day, September 6. This fest is a celebration

of service honoring all those who have [/
a0y P
served country and community. Support out- = ﬁ.aﬁ— ~
rﬁﬁ?/l

reach organizations were available for both
veterans and law enforcement personnel
providing valuable assistance to them and

“\ .

lweolm, mmu.v,
NeSe= e .

’.... —
. !
.
.

their families. Vendors, live bands and a mo-
torcycle run were also included! Our Chap-
ter participated in this event sharing infor-
mation about our organization and gathered
donations through our “Buck a Duck" initia-
tive.

Vetfest







The Rochester Blue Star Moth-
ers NY8 participated in the an-
nual Stand Down held in Roch-
ester NY. The Blue Star Moth-
ers served pizza, fruits and
juice to the over 200 veterans
that attended the event. The
event offers information about
services, obtaining veteran
benefits, there are a number
of community and social agen-
cies along with employers. The
BSM provided toiletries to the
veterans that stopped by their
table.




Pine City Blue Star Moms, MN
Chapter 16

We joined Blue Star Moms from across the state at the end of
August to participate in the Minnesota State Fair’s Military
Appreciation Day Parade. The float was full of Blue Star Moms
and family members, along with quite a few that walked the entire
length of the parade. It was a great turnout, and the crowds are
always supportive. Miss Minnesota, Maisie Adams stopped by to
say hello and express her appreciation.

We held our September meeting and noted that we have a busy
Fall ahead with our upcoming craft show luncheon, and other
holiday events.
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LA7 members of Central, LA -- Serving Those Who Serve!

Kattry Saker & Duna Landty representing
us at the Contral, LA Yoterans NMemorial
for the 911 Rememberance Event

. .f_'.’ .,.“v'-.- . -,
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» Sewcy Recording Secretary, Denas Lardry, 15t VP

Sandy Stochmesdl Ind WV Lantwy Bsber, Presicent,

ra, Flirancs Secretary K Kayls Pagel, Tresaurs
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St. Paul Blue Star Mothers
MN 11
September Newsletter

Each year the MN State Fair hosts a Military

Appreciation Day. MN Blue Star Mothers have
been in the parade for over 15 years. There is
no better crowd for a parade than at the Fair!

The
weather

Some of our
grandchildren ride
in the truck and had
fun with the bubble
machines this year!

Kathy’s son, and
Army Veteran Brian,
led our float carrying

the American Flag

this year.

MN NG 34 ID Red
Bulls are agreat
part of the fair
every year. They
put on a concert
twice aday on
Military
Appreciation Day!
Along with a great
flyover! This year
was three
Blackhawks.

We held our elections and are grateful for the
past and current boards.

Benita/Sales and Inventory Specialist,
Lynn/Treasurer, Marilyn/Fin Sec, Kathy/PCP,
Karla/PCP, Blue to Gold, Debbie/1VP,
Donna/President, Terri/Rec Sec.




Participated In The 7th
Annual Veteran Suicide
Awareness Sk

President - Beenda
Lvp - Jennifer

2vp - Pam

RecSec - Jeanne
FinSec - Tracey
Treasurer - Teresa

Volunteered at the
Pop-Up Pantry

Congratulations to the 2025-2026 Chapter Executive Board.

We were proud and honored to present Alisa

Bigelbach with her National Shining Star Award.

Artended the 2025
Minneapolis
Veterans Creative
Arts Competition
Exhibition &
Showcase
Reception. Some
amazing artworks
and stories to be
heard and seen.

Volunteered at the *Ruck Life” Event for 23™ Veteran and even had two of
aur chapter members (along with family members) participated in the 10-

mile event.

you have helped.

& Vour actions may seem small to you, but
' they make an enormous difference to those




Important Dates

* 09/26 Meat Bingo
Set Up

= 09/27 Meat Bingo

* 10/06 Exec. Team
Mtg

+ 1013 Lemp
Mansion House
Social

= 10/14 GBSM
Member Mtg

Upcoming Events
*  12/06 Cookie Day
+ 1213 Wreaths

Across America
» TBD Double

Good/Krispy Kreme
Fundraiser Kick off

(i , ,
IS 778
Congratulations to
Beth Bruening on her
nomination and
installment as the
2nd Vice President of
Blue Star Mothers of

Americal
We are so proud of your
leadership and
dedication. Your
commitment continues to
inspire us all!

This pastweekend, GBSM Mothers partnered
with Building Change for their annual 22-mile
walk, held in honor of the 22 veterans we losea
each day to sulcide.

Funds raised from the event go toward
supporting local organizations that work to
address the many challenges our veterans face.
GESM Moms proudly managed the various rest
stops along the route, offering encourage nent
and care to all participants.

GBSM Mothers voted in favor of
making a donation to the upcoming

VAVs Baby Shower event, scheduled
for September 20th.Thanks to our
dedicated VAVs volunteer, Cherie, we
learned of the specific need for
diapers and wipes — and we’re proud
to help support this meaningful cause.




SACRAMENTO CA7

BLU E S Newsletter
4 September 2025

August Events

7/28-8/01 Blue
Star Mothers
National
Convention

8/7 Carol Silk
80" Birthday

8/20 Sgt Nicole
Gee Hwy
Dedication

8/20100"
Birthday Marine
Veteran Stuart

Mcintyre

8/26 Chapter
Elections

‘ YOU ARE INVITHD
WEDNESDAY, AUOUSY 20TH

TEI0 AM ~ 2290 PM
Ve el T avee
P pm——— -

n SacramentoBlueStarMoms
www.SacramentoBlueStarMoms.org
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Central Missouri Blue Star Mothers ,,\*
September 2025 K9
A new year begins with many activities forour | wmos X
chapter to share our mission. B
Newley Elected Officers } ;

Left to right: Fin Sec, Sara Skelton;
1VP, Sue Sanders; Pres., Becky
Stafford; Rec Sec, Dorothy Hampton;
Treasurer, Alethea Tennill

&%= § :
Bike Fest Vendor Table with
Sue’s son, Nathan
Temps were high but, BSMs were Cool
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Our chapter has had a busy September! We have new officers, 2 of our
moms welcomed home sons from deployment, a few vacations to visit our
military families and we held our 17" Annual Golf Outing!

Fort Wayne Area Blue Star Mothers - IN3

WE SUPPORT OUR MILITAR
\ose who serve and have served




BLUE STAR

MOTHERS
SE WI 2

SEPTEMBER
2025
NEWSLETTER

Upcoming
Events

September
Chapter Meeting

September 16"

POW/MIA Silent
March & Legion

September 20t

Gold Star
Mothers Service
September 28"

Honor Flight
October 4 &
November |

WI Realtor
Military Ball

October 18%

Cooking Class
Fundraiser
November 3rd

* % % % % % % |

Sharing Stories, Serving Together

Our August meeting was filled with connection and purpose as we
gathered with 31 members, 2 associate members, and 5 guests. Over a
shared meal, those who attended the 82+ National Convention reflected
on their experiences, sharing special memories, takeaways, and
thoughtful ideas for how we can continue to support one another and
carry out our misson.

In addition to these reflections, members shared updates on upcoming
group activities and volunteer/fundraising events, keeping everyone
engaged in the busy and meaningful months ahead for our chapter. We
also took time to highlight and share personal updates.

This month’s newsletter features photos from several events where
Chapter 2 members showed up to serve and repregent Blue Star Mothers
proudly, including a successful Brat Fry Fundraiser, volunteenng at the
2025 Irreverent Warriors Silkies Hike, supporting veterans at the Racine
County Veterans Stand Down event and connecting with the community

at the 128th Air Refueling Wing Open House.

Each of these moments reminds us that our presence, whether through
service, fundraising, or simply attending makes a difference. Together,
we continue to live out our mission and strengthen the bonds of our
chapter,




L8

Sherry Verdieck (Recording Secretary), Jermifer Ryan (2VP), Allison Rehor (1VP), Cheryl Masters { President ),

Ay O'Campo (3" VP), Sharmin Erskine (Financial Secretary), Eleshia Carpenter (Treasurer)

The sonn of Rangeiy. Coloado hosts Septomberfess every Labor Diay. Coboado Trbuee to Atation b an arcraft statke degbay event in Mootmee. Colocda

Thes year we paniopaied in the Stars. Stnpes and Summes Nights parade: \We hacl the oppormumity 1o wowr specklond mibtary avaafi and ineecer with pliots and arces
o o — 2 Anonersary ey < UV e B | : <

honoring dhe Aemy's 2007 Annsersany, Vetoran's anclall things Rangely Wie ko hard 2 booth andd we handed oot Entroms Tolfee 1o a0 Actve Duty and \etoras!

We abwo hard a booth set up with Blae Star Mothey's Informanon and sold

hand macke hems to eam money forour cre padagng!
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SPANISH SPRINGS NV5

Annual Report from Spanish Springs NVS to Blue Star Mothers of America for
2024/2025 yeor:

1

12
14

Parade / Packing Party / Day at the Legislature /Radio interview / Telavision
mterview / Annual Joint Raview / Gold Star event

Simultanecus Wreaths Across America avents

events with NV Army Guard / Miltary Birthday celebeations -Marine Corps
League, United States Marines, United States Army

Military Ceremonies / Honor Flight Welcome Home / events at the Veterans
Administration / dinner served at the Vetarans Guest House / events with meals
served with Community 4 Veterans / events with NV Air Guard / events with NV
Army Guard / events with Northern Nevada Veterans Home

community partner dinners/fundraisers / Change of Command Ceremonies /
Veateran Comventions

veteran commaunity events

general meetings / board meetings / Commander's Convening

community clsan un of the Nevada Veterans Memoeal Plaza

Appraximately 200 volunteer hours at the VA Hospital

260 cose packages mailed

817 cards and letters mailed

A




L
RESPECTeHONOReREMEMBER

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 28, 2025



Forever in Owh Hearld
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