BLUE TO GOLD PROGRAM

After the September 11 terrorist attack on American soil and impending War on the horizon, fear and sorrow entered the hearts of Blue Star Mothers.  Memories of the Vietnam War surfaced.  Determined to not let our Nation mar the sacrifice of the Warrior or the family left behind, the Blue to Gold program was borne out of honor, love and respect.

In military tradition, when a man or woman enters the Armed Forces of the United States of America, pledging to defend America with their life a Blue Star Banner may be displayed by their family.








The Red border of the Banner represents the blood shed by past Warriors in defending our Nation.
The field of White symbolizes the purity of  Spirit – the price of Peace that only a Warrior understands.

The Blue Star signifies loyalty, honor and duty entrusted in our Defenders.

If Fate causes the death of a defender, a smaller Gold Star for Valor and Sacrifice is placed over the Blue Star.  The border of Blue is a constant reminder the Warrior and family will always be remembered and honored by the brothers and sisters who lived to tell the tale.  We, the Blue Star Mothers stand beside our children in this legacy. 
The presentation of the Gold Star Banner is a solemn obligation of comfort and love to another parent and spouse.  The decision to receive and how to receive the Gold Star Banner is always the decision of the family.  It may not be possible for a member to present the banner.  Options are the CAO, another organization, i.e, TAPS, Patriot Guard, etc.  Under rare circumstances the Gold Star Banner may be mailed.
Chapters should designate a Blue to Gold Liaison.   The office of Chaplain would be a good choice.  If Chapters overlap the general area, it is encouraged that they work together and share the honor of the presentation.  Occasionally, there is a personal relationship between members which are outside of the designated boundaries.  Much compassion and understanding should be given in these circumstances to allow relationship to take precedence.  Remember this is not about the chapter but about the survivors of the deceased defender.
It is also very important to remember, the organization has been entrusted with the honor of the presenting the Gold Star Banner.  Privacy of information must be protected.

A data base will be kept of Blue to Gold Liaisons.  This list will be distributed within the organization.  If you wish your name and contact information to be included on the distributed list, written authorization must be submitted to the National Third Vice President.  In order for the Blue to Gold Liaisons
CHAPTER LIASION GUIDELINES

· Commit to abiding by the wishes of the family and the instructions of the Casualty Assistance Officer (CAO) Note:  More than one CAO may be assigned to the family – make sure to coordinate.)
· Commit to follow the guidelines of the Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc.
· Commit to work with the National Third Vice President, Chapter members and all chapters within the State
· Commit to send timely notices and involve state members in the presentation
· Commit to a standardization of presentations within the State
· Commit to ensure that all arrangements and details are finalized
· Commit to the privacy of the family
· Commit to train others in the Chapter of the responsibilities and duties of the Chapter Blue to Gold Laison.
CHAPTER PRESENTATIONS GUIDELINES

· Contact the National Third Vice President for instruction
· Contact the CAO.  The duty of the CAO is to protect and honor the family.  The CAO answers to the family and the DOD.   
· If you are not able contact the CAO ask the funeral director for assistance to make the contact.
· After contact has been made with the CAO provide your contact information and information on the Blue to Gold Program.  This will be relayed to the family.  Information on family contact will be given to you by the CAO
· Coordinate the presentation with the CAO.

ELIGIBILITY FOR BLUE STAR BANNER WITH THE GOLD STAR
Families of military personnel killed in battle, as well as military personnel who pass away while actively serving in our nation's military during a time of conflict are eligible to receive the Banner.

ORDERING A GOLD STAR BANNER

· All Banner requests must go through the Third VP via the BSMA Official Website www.bluestarmothers.org  
· After logging in
· Scroll down the left side bar to Resources
·  Click on “Gold Star Files”
· Scroll down to “Gold Star Banner Request Form clicking on link
· Complete form—being careful to check the correctness of all information.
The name of the fallen should be listed as it is in the DOD listing or as the parents or spouse have requested. Note:  If name is different from DOD listing, explain on form citing reason for change.
· The Third VP will receive the request via website.
· After checking the information for correctness, she will forward to Service Flags. Banner request comes directly from the website to the National Third VP to check for errors, additions, etc.  She then forwards to Service Flags for processing. 
· Service Flags consider Banner requests a top priority.  However, if you have a short turn around you may request overnight delivery with the chapter or individual ordering responsible for the payment of this service.
Information that must be completed on the Banner Request Form
· Name of service person.
· Branch of service
· Spouse's name and address
· Names of parents and their address. If divorced, both sets of names and addresses. 

· Do the parents have any other children currently serving in the Military? (A combination Blue Star with Gold Star Banner is ordered in this circumstance.)

· Your name, address and telephone number, as well as which BSM chapter you belong to.

· Address to where Banners are to be sent. 

· Time frame in which Banners are needed.

· Any special instructions (overnight shipping, names spelling, etc.)

GUIDE LINES FOR PRESENTATION
· Always check with the CAO as to the wishes of the family—if they would like a Banner, when where and how they would like to receive it.
· The banner is shipped with a letter from Service Flags and a Cling—either the CAO or the funeral director will give to family after the funeral.
· It is preferred that the “official” Blue Star Mothers uniform (white blouse, Navy jacket, pants or skirt).  National Officers and Past National President wear dress whites.  Jewelry should be limited to the BSMA official pin and your child’s service pin.  If a uniform is not available suitable funeral attire should be worn. 
· When presenting the Banner, white gloves should be worn.  gloves.  Hold the Banner with the Star facing the family. 
-----------------------------------------------------
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