Glossary and Military Acronyms
Medical Legal Definitions:
*Durable Power of Attorney or sometimes called a Medical Power of Attorney

What is a Medical Power of Attorney?
It is a document, signed by a competent adult, i.e., "principal," designating a person that the principal trusts to make health care decisions on the principal's behalf should the principal be unable to make such decisions. The individual chosen to act on the principal's behalf is referred to as an "agent."

When does the Medical Power of Attorney go into effect and how long is it effective?
It is effective immediately after it is executed and delivered to the agent. It is effective indefinitely unless it contains a specific termination date, it is revoked, or the principal becomes competent.

When does the agent have the right to make health care decisions on the principal's behalf?
An agent may make health care decisions on the principal's behalf only if the principal's attending physician certifies in writing that the principal is incompetent. The physician must file the certification in the principal's medical record.

Can the agent make a health care decision if the principal objects?
No. Treatment may not be given to or withheld from the principal if the principal objects. This is true whether or not the principal is incompetent.

Source:  Texas Medical Association.  www.texmed.org
*Advanced Medical Directive is sometimes referred to as a living will.

An Advanced Medical Directive is a medical guideline which pertains to treatment preferences, including the designation of a surrogate decision-maker in the event that a patient should become unable to make medical decisions on their own behalf.

The most common statement in a living will is to the effect that: If I suffer an incurable, irreversible illness, disease, or condition and my attending physician determines that my condition is terminal, I direct that life-sustaining measures that would serve only to prolong my dying be withheld or discontinued.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advanced_Medical_Directive
Military Acronyms:
AIREVAC


Air evacuation – usual mode of transportation to a military hospital

AW2



Army Wounded Warrior Program

BAMC



Brooke Army Medical Center

CAC



Casualty Assistance Command

CAO



Casualty Affairs Office

CDC



Child Development Center

CON Leave


Convalescent Leave

CONUS


Continental United States – does not include Alaska and Hawaii

CYS



Child and Youth Services

Commissary


military grocery store

DA



Department of the Army

DOD



Department of  Defense

GWOT



Global War on Terrorism

Hero Miles


Fisher House Foundation program to provide free airline travel 
ID



Identification card

ITO



Invitational Travel Orders

JAG



Judge Advocate General – legal office

LES



Leave and Earnings Statement – paycheck
MEB



Medical Evaluation Board

MTF



Military Treatment Facility

MP



Military Police

NMA



Non-Medical Attendant

NNMC


National Naval Medical Center/Bethesda

OCONUS


Outside of Continental United States – overseas, Alaska, Hawaii

OEF



Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan Theater)

OIF



Operation Iraqi Freedom

PAO



Public Affairs Office

PCS



Permanent Change of Station

PEB



Physical Evaluation Board

PEBLO


Physical Evaluation Board Liaison Officer

POA



Power of Attorney

POST



Army installation

PX



Post exchange/handles a wide variety of household items/clothing

REAR-D


Rear Detachment – liaison with forward deployed units

RTD



Return to Duty

SFAC



Soldier and Family Assistance Center
TDY



Temporary Duty

Travel Voucher

Official paperwork filed to receive reimbursement for travel

TTO



Travel & Transportation Orders

TriCare


Military health care insurance provider

WRAMC


Walter Reed Army Medical Center

WTB



Warrior Transition Brigade – Wounded soldiers assignment during 

  



             patient status
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